A Haymarket publication 15 August 1974 18p 


KARLSKOGA-OPEL TEST-RALLY RECORD-ZANDVOORT 


AUTOSPORT 


Exciting production saloon racing at Brands 


Firenza. 


‘Leaves the others fumbling in its wake..?** 


ng story’ 
at's start with the F 
appearance. The Firen 
designed to not only red 
co-efficient, but also to in: 


tability when you need it 


ong. 
sm being a 
full 
.clining front 
Tdial 


forget it's 
But 
‘The Firen: 


ully appreciate 
reated as much 
the new Fir 


he 
A 


2 EJ Vauxhall 


The Right Cars. Right now. 


BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


August 15,1974 Volume $6 No 


EDITORIAL 


Pit and Paddock 


Correspondence 

Kariskoga F2: Kanon fire for Ronnie 

‘Mid Ohio CanAm : Redman challenges 
Zandvoort G2: Gardner/Muir tackle the Capris 
Oran Park : Stewart's Gold Star 

Enna : Alpine make sure 

Purely Personal 


QBN el a|s|oln 


2B Road Test : Opel Kadett Coupe 

‘Snetterton : Low cost—high quality 

Rally Record 

Profile : John Lepp 

Mallory Park : Johnny Nick’s Organs points 
‘Ouiton Park : Willie's wet win 

Brands Hatch : Cosy cops out 

Croft : Niven beat Mick Hill 

Mondello : Supersports spectacular 
‘Special Stage 

Sports Extra 

David Kerr's Elden makes a mess of itself and the Croft chicane last 


‘Sunday. Subsequent dangerous driving by his fellow drivers resulted in 
‘aterm warning for all from the Clerk of the Course. 


aialaialaigigigie|s 


John Bolster. 
‘Conssanduros 
gn Thekmarsh 
or 


Aailies Egitor -- Jone 
Rallies Esitor 
Reores 


Min Tong Motoring Group, Aawertinamant, Manage? 
i saa 
3 


‘Gordon Kirby. Canada, 
foy By, Avtoxport. haymarke! 


‘every Thurads 
‘St tangon Wi, Ta 
Se 


Pin “AUTOSPORT fa ford by 
‘ike publishers, © Autosport, 197% 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1974 


Farewell Firestone 


It was a stunned motor racing world on Monday morning of 
this week when the news broke that the Firestone Tyre and 
Rubber Company were pulling out of racing in Europe and 
America. It is easy to say that they have announced a with: 
drawal before and then gone vack on their decision a few 
months later but this time they say the decision is irrevers- 
ible. The fact that makes it fairly conclusive is that this time 
the pull out includes America as well—beforehand it has 
always been Europe only that has been threatened 


The reasons behind this decision, which stemmed from 
the American headquarters in Akron, are of course based 
purely on economics. A Firestone spokesman declined to say 
how much the budget for racing was, “ substantial " was all 
he would say. Goodyear are reputed to have a budget of some 
sixteen million dollars and Firestone’s must be a similar 
figure. In their announcement Firestone say that racing no 
longer provided the sort of technical rub off for road tyre 
development for the amount invested. 


Technology has progressed to things far more sophisticated 
than racing cars to develop tyres with and Firestone no 
longer consider their involvement to be economically viable. 
They, as a company, have been involved in racing for over 
50 years and their service has been the life blood of many 
racing teams. To have a tyre contract is worth many thou- 
sands of pounds in sponsorship and Firestone and Goodyear 
are probably the sports biggest sponsors. In this day of ever 
increasing prices of raw materials it is easy to understand 
the economics being totally unbalanced for such a company 
involved in motor sport. It’s a sad fact but it has to be faced. 
Firestone’s withdrawal, of course, leaves a very big hole 
All the Formula 1 privateers use their tyres in addition 
to works teams like Surtees, BRM and Hesketh. In sports 
car racing Gulf and Alfa Romeo use them while half of 
the F2 runners use them and the majority in F5000. In the 
lower branches of the sport Firestone virtually have a com. 
plete monopoly. Goodyear are the only other major tyre com- 
pany involved at the top end of the sport—the big question 
is can they—or even, are they prepared to—provide tyres 
for everyone ? They have recently had some major managerial 
changes and it will be interesting to see their reaction. 


Although the withdrawal of Firestone is a very sad thing 
it could be turned to the benefit of the sport with some 
sensible thinking. If there is just one company supplying tyres 
to all runners, the need for high retainers for certain drivers 
to use those products would disappear and also if the tyre 
companies produce just one type of tyre for each weather 
and track condition for everyone to use, then it should cut 
the cost to the teams and also of course give nobody an 
unfair advantage. 


Firestone have been one of motor sport's greatest bene- 
factors over the years and the sport owes them many thanks. 


our cover picture 


Production saloon car racing provided many of the thrills at Brands 
Hatch last Sunday. The picture shows one of the many big dices 
leaving Druids and going down to Bottom Bend. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Firestone withdraw 


The almost unbelievable news 
that Firestone had pulled out of 
motor racing once again hit the 
racing world with a crashing 
blow on Monday when the com- 
pany ‘announced that once and 
for all Firestone were going to 
withdraw totally from. racing 
and this time it was for good. 

"This is indeed tragic news, for 
when any company such as Fire 
stone whose tremendous techni: 

expertise and knowledge is 

9 valuable to motor sport an. 
nounces such a decision, then it 
Is very bad news for motor sport 
in general, 

However, the company have 
sald that they will carry on un: 
Ul the end of the year support 
Ing thelr six major teams in 
rand Prix racing (BRM, Sur 
tees, Frank Williams, Hesketh, 
Graham Hill, Hexagon, etc) but 
with regard to F2 and other 


Frank Williame—problems ? 


Andrettimhis FL 
jeonurdy ? 


formulae, their race by race ser- 


vicing arrangement will cease 
Immediately 
The company issued a state. 


ment late on Monday which read 
the Firestone Tyre and Rubber 


Company announce today from 
Akron that they are discontinu 
ing development, production and 


servicing of USAC Championship 
and Formula race tyres, effective 
from the end of this season.”" 


Tt went on to quote Mr 
Brubaker, vice-president, adver 
tising and public relations, 
who said: “Our decision was 
made on the basis of pure 
cconomics. Costs of Motor 
Racing have rocketed in the 
past few years and there 
Seems to be no end in sight. Fire- 
stone, therefore, have decided to 
divert the funds to programmes 
which will be of more direct 
benefit to Firestone, its stock: 


holders, employers and customers 

Firestone for a long time has 
supported racing, starting in 1911 
at Indianapolis where our tyres 
have been on 48 of the 58 win. 
ning cars. Until recent years 
motor racing served as a testing 
method for tyres. Now, however, 
with the trend first to belted bias 
tyres and now to radial tyres 
there Is much less relationship 
than formerly between race tyres 


and consumer benefit. Develop: 
ment and testing of passenger 
tyres Is now a highly sophisti 


cated operation which uses com: 
puters X-rays and other scientific 
devices as well as controlled and 
monitored proving ground driving 

“Firestone’s test. programme 
annually totals more than 300 
million tyre test. miles. The 
company operates a 6,000 acre 
proving ground at Fort Stockton, 
Texas, which provides for every 
typeof road and driving condi 

Mr Brubaker concluded by say 
ing: "Firestone will continue to 
develop, produce and sell through 
lis race tyre distributors, race 
tyres of the type used in late 
model sports cars, modified drags, 
saloon cars and small sports cars 
as they have in the past.” 

Such a move will doubtless 
cause anguish amongst competi 
tors, one of the hardest hit’ be 
Ing the Vel’s Parnelli Fl team 
which virtually existed on Fire. 
stone's money. 


Alfa aim for ETTC in 75 


Coming after their withdrawal 
from the Paul Ricard World 
Sports Car championship round 
this Week, comes the news that 
Alfa “Romeo won't be. contest 
ing either of the following rounds 
at Brands Hatch in September nor 
the Buenos Aires 1000 kms. 
The trouble has brewed around 
the motor industry in Italy, and 


with this not in the peak of 
health, M, Guani, president of 
Alfa Romeo has decided to with: 


draw the cars from competition 


this year. However, it would still 
not be certain as to whether the 
Ttalian firm would re-appear in 
racing again next year, for Guani 
feels” that they cannot justify 
the budget of 500 million lira 
when cars aren't being sold from 
the factory. However, M. Guani 
says that the story is different 
with the European Touring car 
championship, for this provides 
technological feed back for the 
production cars 


lan Scheckter for Hesketh 


Quite surprising news earlier 
this week. was the news. from 
he Hesketh camp of a startling 
capture of a South African bear 
the rare Scheckter species 
called lan, elder brother of Jody. 
Scheckter spent just half a 
season in Britain in 1972, driving 
an FF Merlyn before returning 
to South Africa. He then drove 
an F2 Chevron for Team Gunston 
before moving up to their Fl 
class at the beginning of this 
year in an ex works Lotus 72D, 
Again under the Gunston cigarette 
livery. He made his Grand Prix 
debut during this year's South 
African Grand Prix. 
Scheckter Joins James Hunt in 
the Hesketh Grand Prix team for 
the first time in Austria this 


weekend when he takes over the 
Second of the team's Fl cars, 
Said a Hesketh spokesman on 
Tuesday, "We've been looking 
around for a suitable number 
two ever since we lost out_on 
Tom Pryce. We couldn't find 
any in the upper echelons of the 
sport and we looked around in 
the lesser formulae but they just 
aren't throwing up anyone which 
Wwe thought was suitable at the 


‘moment. Ian's appearance is on 
a one-off race basis at the 
moment but welll see what 


happens in Austria. We feel h 
experienced enough to be able 
to. get_on with the job and 
furthermore, we want someone 
to. grow with the team. Tan 
Scheckter may be our man. 


Hans Stuck could be 


sliding out of favour at March. 


Stuck : where to? 


The future of Hans-Joachim Stuck 
at March Engineering is indeed a 


topical point at the moment for 
the young German must be very 
much in demand. following hi 
fush to Grand Prix stardom this 
We questioned Stuck at 
Karlskoga on the subject. 
of him’ joining the McLaren 
Grand Prix team at the 
expected retirement of Denny 
Hulme. “Nothing is certain 
yet.” said Stuck, “I~ have 
spoken with several teams. 
In fact, 1 was talking with Luca 


Mentezemolo of Ferrari only last 
week. As for March, there Is a 
poseibility that Jagermeister will 
Want to sponsor me in Fl. next 
year, so maybe I could stay with 


March, 1 don't know.” 
This tied in with a story we 
heard that Stuck would be 


released by March at the end of 
the year providing they hadn't 
cbtained a major sponsor for 
Grand Prix racing next year. 
The young German, who earlier 
this year had looked odds-on to 
walk away with the European F2 
Championship in his works March 
BMW" had a poor weekend in 
Karlskoga and it has been 
noticed that this isn't the first 
time in recent weeks the German 
has seemed to lose heart, When 


Stuck—on the move? 


we asked him after the race why 
the car was so slow he said, 

look around, I'm sure you can 
see the reason why!" 

The French paper L’Equipe also 
carried a story that he “may well 
drive for BRM” but having already 
disclosed the real facts about 
this possibility after the Dutch 
Grand Prix, we wonder if such a 
curious move would take place, 


@ While giving Peter Gethin's 
VDS F5000 Chevron a quick 
whirl around Croft last week try- 
ing out new revised rear suspen- 
sion, Chevron designer Derek 
Bennett became the first man to 
break the magic Im barrier at 
59.6 5 
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Tambay and Arnoux—once rivals, 


now team-mates 


Arnoux joins Elf 


The French Elf 2 team announ: 
ced at Karlskoga last weekend 
that ‘Rene Arnoux, last year's 
Formula Renault Champion, will 
be leaving fis allegience ' with 
Shell and. switching to Elf for 
the rest of the season, Therefore 
the young Arnoux will make hi 
long awaited F2 debut in the 
Hughes de Chaunac run team 
‘alongside Michel Leclere ar the 
Enna Pergusa circuit at the end 
of next week. 

Arnoux, who won the Renault 
series in ‘his first season of 
motor racing last year, will be 
remembered for a couple of 
‘abortive outings in one of Tony 
Kitchiner’s ShellSport-backed 
5000 McLaren M19s. However, 
Arnoux failed to get on with the 
team and promptly left. He hi 
only had one actual race this year, 
fat the Thruxton FS000 meeting, 


but Is expected to adapt well in 
F2, especially as his arch-rival 
from last year, Patrick Tambay 
drives for the second team. 


Although it was Eif's wish to 
run a pair of two-car F2 teams 
this year, It is thought that Elf 
will ask Alpine to run just one 
two-car team for next year for 
just two of their current crop of 
halt a dozen drivers. De Chaunac 
said the drivers would be announ. 
ced at a later date and 

looked likely that next year's F2 
car would be a monncoqu 
Currently top of the list as EVs 
two blue-eyed boys in F2 must be 
Michel” Leclere’ and Patrick 
Tambay while of Jean-Pierre 
= future, it is expected 
‘will get an FI ride, 
‘although with what team we don’t 
know as yet. 


Access back TT 


‘The Tourist Trophy due to be held 
‘at. Silverstone on September 22 
will be sponsored by Access, 
Britain's largest creditcard 
organisation. The race, which will 
be for Gl cars over 500 kms, will 
be known as the Access RAC 
Tourist Trophy and promises to 
be one of the highlights of the 
British calender. 

This is the first time that 
‘Access have sponsored any event 
‘ince their announcement in 1972 
and is a big breakthrough for 
Silverstone who are hoping that 
the association will increase 
the future. 

The Access Trophy will be 
awarded to the Manufacturer 
winning the team prize in the 
event. So far eight manufacturers 
have entered teams and the 
entry list has over 40 cars. The 
Outright winners will receive the 
RAC. Tourist Trophy and there 
will be substantial class awards. 

‘Access are putting a great deal 
of effort into the promotion of 
the meeting with a giant poster 
‘campaign in all their outlets and 
banks in the Silverstone area. For 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 15, 1974 


those wanting to persuade their 
bank manager that motor racing 
is a good thing, worthy of a 

just point out an Access poster 
to hie. 


Brambilla 
in G5 March 


The works assisted Argyle § 
Cosworth DFV-powered sports 
car, which was originally to have 
been driven at the Ricard 1000 
Kms by Elf drivers Patrick De- 
pailler and Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
in Elf colours will now be 
handled by March works drivers 
Vittorio Brambilla and Brian 
Henton. Apparently Depailler 
‘doesn't want to do three races in 
a week and would welcome a 
rest, thereby the Elf deal fell 
through. However, also mentioned 
as possible co-drivers with Bram- 
Billa were Rene Amoux and 
‘Arturo. Merzario, 


As we correctly forecast Inst 
week, Britain's David Hobbs is 
the man who has been asked to 
take over the injured Mike 
Hallwood's seat in the Formula 
1 Yardley McLaren M23 for the 
Austrian and Italian Grands 
Prix. 

‘Apparently the * drive lay 
between him and Jochen Mass, 


but the German star had_ con: 
tractual problems and Hobbs 
thus became the automatic 


choice of 
Kerr 
‘Hobbs was really looking for 
ward to the race when we spoke 
to him on Tuesday “but I'm not 
going to. predict. any results” 
joked David, "and what about 
this Firestone decision eh?” 
Hobbs was fitted In the car 
on Monday but won't test it until 
the first practice session. His 
last Grand Prix drive was in the 
Penske McLaren M19 at the 1971 
SGP bur David recalls the FI 


team manager Phil 


e 
Phil Kerr—wise cholce, 


Honda as being “ probably the 
best Fi car I've bad the pleasure 
of driving until this M23. I's 
not a bad car at all is it? Not 
‘alt! 


Ickx—looking around? 


Another driver whose future looks 
likely ¢o change is that of Jacky 
Ickx, currently running alongside 
Ronnie Peterson in the John 
Player Lotus Grand Prix Team. 
We're led to believe that neither 
Ronnie nor Jacky are on speaking 
terms at present, especially after 
their German | GP Incident, 


lekx—" find @ better car.” 


although Ronnie wouldn't. be 
drawn to comment about it at 
Karlskoga. 


ickx’s comment on his JPS car 


after NOrburgring; made to 
Mauro Forghier! with whom he 
{is still friendly said “I belleve that 
it is necessary for me to find 
a better car, We will see about 
that in September.” 

Tckx has been tipped to 
join Jochen Mass in the now 
Penske Fl team which, consider: 
ing that Roger Penske was talking. 
to both of them together quite 
extensively at the French GP, 
might be of some significance. 


Tckx "has ‘been unhappy at 
Lotus, and has disappointed many 
by his seemingly lack of 


tiger in the 72E, a car in which 
Peterson has already won two 
Grands Prix so far this year. A 
move to Penske, partnering the 
talented Mai 

formidable 


‘opportunity. Thus assuming Ickx 
Yeaves Lotus, the question of @ 
suitable replacement looms ever 
larger. 

‘On another note, Ickx will be 
driving one of the JW Gulf 
sports cars at Ricard on Thurs- 
day with Derek Bell as a replace. 
ment for the injured Mike Hail- 
wood. 


FF, F5000, FA 


The summit meeting of construc 
tors, organisers, entrants and so 
on in Toronto inst week to dis 
cuss regulations for FF, F5000 
and Formula Atlantic was purely 
technical 

‘Among the decisions taken 
were that regulations for FF, 
F5000 and Formula Atlantic 
should be standardised. In FF, 
engine regulations will allow for 
internal parts to be polished 
while the standard weight of the 
cars will be 881.66 Ib. 

Formula Atlantic will be stan- 
dardised in Britain, America and 
Canada and the regulations for it 


regs agreed 


will call for a minimum weight 
Of 1,000 1b, deformable structures 
from January 1, 1976, and a mini- 
mum wheel diameter of 13 in 

'F5000 will also have the same 
wheel restrictions and from the 
beginning of next year safety 
requirements will be those of FI 
this year. 

‘At the meeting it was also con- 
firmed that CanAm would be for 
S-litre stock block and 34litre 
racing engines next year. 

‘Both Canada and America said 
that they were not interested 
for the moment in running For- 
mula Ford 2000, 


ACE PLANT HIRE 


(Adams Cundell Engineers Ltd.) 


would like to congratulate Alex Ferrada on his superb class win and fastest lap at Mallory Park, Sunday, August 11. 
PLANT HIRERS TO THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 
ADAMS CUNDELL ENGINEERS LTD, 
Firs Farm, Old Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks. Tel: Stony Stratford 2191. 


BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB ‘ ) 
SILVERSTONE, SATURDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1974 BE ons mince, commis a. ann as 
FIRST RACE 13.00 HRS. 


Your opportunity to drive a single 


seater racing car for only 
£12.50! 


S.H.A.R.P. with ASHTUNE RACING announce 


An introductory lesson at Goodwood for only £12.50. This includes basic instruction in saloon 
cars and an opportunity to drive a Formula Ford single seater racing car. 


lf you enjoy it then you can join the school for a full course under the guidance of DEREK 
BELL, DAVID PURLEY and CLIVE BAKER. 

Successful graduates can hire competitive Formula Fords or Group One saloon cars from our Race Hire Division 
and next year Superfords will be available. 


A sponsored drive for 1975 is the prize for the 
most successful student 


Please send me details of the introductory lesson. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


JOIN S.H.A.R.P. WITH ASHTUNE 


The Racing School With Opportunity 
S.H.ARP. RACING WITH ASHTUNE, 


3 Brighton Place, Brighton, Sussex. ‘Tel: 0273 25348 
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Morrison's Supernova leads Kottulinshy’s 


ATS Lola. 


Morrison stars in FSV 


‘The 4th round of this year's 
SuperVee VW Guldpokal took 
place at Kariskoga last weekend 


supporting the F2 race. The event 
was over 28 laps and saw 
Sweden's Freddy Kottulinsky win 
his fourth straight race on the 
trot and consequently establish 
himself even further ahead in the 
lucrative championship with four 
rounds still to go, one of them 
supporting the TT at Silverstone 
in September. 

However things didn't go 
entirely Kottulinsky's way for a 
certain Englishman by the name 
of John Morrison gave the former 
F3 ace one helluva race. Kottulin- 

‘who apparently races on a 
‘because he's ban- 
ned from driving in Sweden, put 
his all-conquering ATS Lola, one 
of Inst year's chassis, on’ pole 
although his time was equalled 
by fellow Swede Tommy 
Brorsson. Next up were Finnish 
comingman Keljo Rosberg and 
Kenneth Persson, both in Bosch 
Racing Team Kaimanns and our 
‘own John Morrison. in his 
Supernova, complete with a brand 
new Heldigger motor. 

Kottulinsky eased away at the 
start with Persson, his closest 
challenger in the series tucked In 
behind while Morrison, in a 
couple of laps, passed Rrorsson 
‘and Rosberg with ease and set off 


‘A. complimentary eyeing 
Freddy Kottulinshy. 


over for 
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after Persson. John's Supernova 
was obviously on good form for 


he dealt with the Kaimann with 
virtual contempt and set about 
“Pearless Freddy. 

There then followed a huge 


slipstreaming battle between the 
pair of them with Persson a 
close third, these three having 
fushed off far into the distance. 
However, at about half distance, 
Morrison's oll temperature started 
to rise from this continual slip~ 
streaming and he eased up 
Slightly, allowing Kottulinsky 0 
draw out a few. seconds, Untor: 
tunately, that's where it remained 
for the rest of the race, John 
happy to finish in the money and 
in one plece rather than risk a 
real set-too with the notoriously 
hard driving Swede, although he 
felt he could have won had his 
financial resources been a little 
sounder and thus been able to 
justify the risk of a bent motor 


Morrison's placing, coupled 
with that. from the "Ring the 
week before, moves him up to 


equal 4th in the points standings 
with Rosberg, both of them adrift 
of Kottulinsky, Persson and 
Brorsson. The next round is at the 
Finnish Keimola circuit — this 
weekend, but Morrison has 
returned home to continue his bid 
to win the British Super-Vee title 


John Morrison by race winner 


Swedish 
race plans 


With the closure of the Mantorp 
Park racing circuit in Sweden due 
to financial difficulties, Ronnie 
Peterson's manager Sven-Eric 
Ericsson told us last weekend that 
at a recent inaugral drag meeting 
which took place there, they had 
a crowd estimated at 25,000, As 
for the rest of the circuit, it was 
hoped to try and raise £150,000 
over the winter to enable it to 
carry on, but the economic crisis 
put paid to that idea. It now 
looks as if the rest of the circuit 
will be used by various organisa: 
tlons for road research and so 
forth 

However the future for near 
neighbours Kariskoga and Anders. 
torp looks distinctly brighter. 
Karlskoga rely heavily on the 
attendance figure for thelr annual 
Kannonloppet F2 race and la 
weekend's crowd figure looked 
somewhere in the region of 
20,000 which they were looking 
for. 

‘As mentioned in our Karlskoga 
report, the circuit organisers 
have expressed interest in run- 
ning an Fl race there with some- 
thing like a 1 km extension added 
to the existing circuit. However, 
to Warrant such a venture, based 
on the circuit's current state, 
‘would cost a considerable amount 
of money. However, if Ronnie 
Peterson has any influence, and he 
Is supposed to held a 30 per cent 
share of the circuit, then it may 
well happen. Their last Fl race 
was held there way back in 1962. 


IROC plans 


‘This year's International Race of 
Champions series. which ws 
sucha. success when using 
Porsche Carreras, gets under way 
at the Michigan oval on Septem- 
ber 15. This year, 351 cu in 
Chevrolet Camaros are being used 
for the series, and already the 
Brat few have undergone testing 
from the workshops of Roger 
Pens! 

Basically the cars are similar 
to TransAm with NASCAR type 
roll cages, Corvette brakes and 
it is to be hoped that the cars 
will be used in both 1974 and 
1975. In testing, Mark Donohue 
has got to within half a second 
of NASCAR record, although 
these cars have wider tyres than 
in NASCAR. 

‘So who's going to drive these 
beasts? From NASCAR, David 
Pearson and Cale Yarborough 
have’ been named, joined by 
Bobby Unser and Johnny Ruthe: 
ford from USAC. From Formula 
One come Jody Scheckter 
Emerson Fittipaldi, Graham Hi 
and the one that should really 
prove exciting, Ronnie Peterson. 
USAC men will probably fill spare 
seats, while first reserve at the 
moment is George Follmer. 


Dave Morgan’s 
F5000 drive 


‘The enthusiastic Sydney Miller of 
the Southern Organs company 
announced this week further In- 
volvement in motor sport. In 
addition to backing the former 
MCD Atlantic championship and 
numerous FF drivers, he is now 
sponsoring Dave Morgan in 
F500, 

‘Starting this weekend Morgan 
will run David Hobbs’ Hogan Lola 
‘T300 in the Rothmans Champio 
ship under the Southern Organs 
banner although Miller has sald 

at he fully intends to buy Dave 
a new car shortly, 

Morgan has had one outing in 
the car so far, at Mallory Park, 
and after claiming pole position, 
he led the race in the early laps 
before being knocked off by a 
back marker. Morgan will con- 
tinue to compete in Formula 
Atlantic with his Harry Stiller 
Custom Made Chevron 


Trimmer gets 
Ashley Lola 


Following an encouraging _per- 
formance in the Chequered Flag/ 
Richard. Oaten Token Grand 
Prix car at the recent German 
GP, Lan Ashley will continue 
to ‘drive the car in the remain- 
Ing. Grands Prix this year, 
starting at Austria on Sundi 

He will also continue to tak 
part in several F5000 races driv- 


ing his Lola T3930 but when 
otherwise committed to Fi, like 
this weekend, for instance, the 


car will be driven by former F3 


Trimmer—at last a good drive. 


‘ace Tony Trimmer, this being the 
first time Trimmer has driven 
really competitive car since his 
one-off outing in one of Frank 
Williams's Isos at last year's 
Race of Champions where he 
came fourth. 
© Among the entries for the Trois 
ivieres Formula Atlantic race in 
Canada are two Opert Chevrons 
sponsored by Gitanes for Jean- 


Pierre Jarier and Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud. 
@ Formula Atlantic star Jim 


Crawford was apparently due to 
test drive a works Surtees TSI5 
at Goodwood yesterday. 


SOUTHERN ORGANS INTERNATIONAL 


Wish to express their sincere thanks 
to all the Formula Atlantic drivers 
and other competitors who helped to make 


their inaugural race meeting at Mallory Park 
last Sunday such a success. 


SOUTHERN ORGANS INTERNATIONAL LTD. 


31 Freshwater Parade, Bishopric, 
Horsham, Sussex RH12 1QD. 
Tel: Horsham 64656 (24-hour answering service) 


There's 
no Limit 
-to the fun 
inan 
open car 


| Morgan} First of the Real Sports Cars 


Further details from:— Morgan Motor Company Ltd, Pickersleigh Road. Malvern Link, Worcs. WR14 2LL. Tel: 06845 3104. 
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Pit and Paddock 


Neerpasch outlines plans 


It seems likely that BMW will 
return fully to competition again 
next year. Jochen Neerpasch, 
BMW's director of motor sport, 
Is about to sign a contract to 
return to normal competitive 
activies in 1975, 


Neerpasch—no Fl BMW engine. 


Wak “ 


This would mean a complete 
return of the works to the Euro- 
pean Touring car championship, 
| return to works rallying and 
the continuation of the com- 
pany’s Involvement in Formula 
2. However, there are_no plans 
to enter Formula One, "said 
Neerpasch, “All the murmurs 
concerning BMW's entry to 
Formula One are absolute 
fantasy. If we launched a 
project, it could only be for 
1977. But nothing has yet been 
decided.” 

Tt seems also that BMW are 
keeping a close watch on their 
number one driver, Hans Stuck. 
He ls due to test a BRM some 
time this week before the 
Austrian Grand) Prix and it 
appears that this would be with 
the blessing of BMW, who are 
anxious it seems, to get him out 
of a Pord-powered Formula One 
car. Equally, his relations with 
March, are not as good as they 
were ‘at the beginning of the 
season anyway. 


No F2 for 
Brambilla 


Contrary to what we stated Inst 
week, Vittorio Brambilla will not 
be going to drive a Brian Lewis 
prepared March-BMW at the 
Enna F2 at the end of next 
week. Lewis told us at Karlskoga 
that’ Brambilla was otherwise 
committed but the car, which 


Gunnar Nilsson drove with such 


Nilsson—adapted easily. 


promise during last Sunday's 
Face, was available “for anyone 
who's prepared to pay for the 
hire of it, and, with it being in- 
sured, I don't’ really mind who 
ie is, 

Nilsson, whose sponsor was en- 
thusiastic’ about ‘his protege’s 
Progress, may well be seen again 
in F2 for March are keeping a 
wary eye on what could amount 
to some more hot Swedish 
roperty. 
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Keizan in 
F5000 


Eddie Kelzan, the South African 
who drives the ex-Charlton Lotus 
72 in the South African Fl cham: 
pionship in Embassy colors will 
be making his British debut this 
weekend. He has been contracted 
to drive the Embassy Racing 
F5000 Lola T332 at Thruxton this 
Sunday as Guy Edwards has still 
not recovered from his broken 


Is due to be compl 
in the middle of this week f 

ing Keith Holland's shunt 
Mallory. The car will feature a 
number of changes including F1 
brakes and revised rear suspen: 
sion, Keizan was due to arrive 
in England yesterday (Wednes. 
day) and test the car at Snetter 
ton today. 


Quester’s F1 


Supporting fellow Austrian Niki 
Lauda in this weekend's Austrian 
Grand Prix will be Dieter Quester 
who has organised a deal with 
his F2 sponsor Bob Harper to run 
in the third spare works Surtees 
S16, 

‘Quester himself has driven for 
the Surtees team before on 
occasions in F2 and at one stage 
looked likely of joining the team 
on a regular basis for Grand Prix 
racing until his sponsorship fell 
through. 

‘Surtees told us on Tuesday that 
there'd be a car available for 
Jochen Mass “if he turns up, 
otherwise it will be driven by 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille” thereby 
joining Derek Bell in what may 
well amount to a three car effort 
by Surtees’ team at a circuit 
where one of his cars already 
holds the FI lap record 


eted 
low 


Purley in 
Interserie? 


Purley—Ferrari drive? 


David Purley may well be driv- 


ing Herbert. Mueller's Ferrari 
512M at. the Croix-en-Ternols 
Interserie race this coming 
weekend “following a telephone 


call from Vern Schuppan who be- 
gan arranging the deal for m 
explained Purley. 

This would be the first time 
that Purley has driven anything 
ke such a car in his career. 
although he did participate in 
club racing with a 4.7-litre AC 
Cobra. 


Dispute over 
damaged F2 


‘The BP F2 March BMW of Jean. 
Pierre Paoli became the victim 
of an unfortunate accident at 
Karlskoga last weekend. 
Apparently during the race Paoli 
spun off after a collision with 
Jacques Coulon at the hairpin 
behind the pits but couldn't con: 
tinue because the steering rack 


was. broken, Thus, along with 
Several other F2 cars, among 
them. Michel. Leclere's Ef and 


David Purley’s Harper Chevron, 
they remained until the race was 

However, in their haste to con: 
clude the day's meeting with the 
last race, the Swedish organisers 
refused to move Paoli’s car, which 
happened to be last inline, 
because they wanted to start the 
saloon car race, much to the 
anguish of the French BP Racing 
mechanics, 

‘Then during the race that fol- 
lowed, an Escort burst into flames 
coming into the braking area, 
swerved violently off the track, 
rolled and smashed into Paoli's 
stationary car in a ball of flame. 
Now although the saloon driver 
wasn't seriously hurt, the force 
Of the accident and the fire wrote 
off Paoll's car to the value of 
£12,000, It. was then that the 
dispute with the organisers 
started as Paoli's team sort legal 
advice as to what they could do 
about such an irresponsible act 
from a circuit whereby a cloud 
still hangs over the tragic saloon 
car accident which killed half a 
dozen spectators and maimed 
many more back in 1970. 


US F5000 
changes 


‘There are some fairly interesting 
regulation changes in force for 
the next F5000 round of the 
American championship, to be 
held at Ontario Motor Speedway 
early in September. 

Firstly, regulations are being 
changed to include USAC cars by 
allowing the cars to carry 60 
gallons of fuel instead of ‘their 
normal 40, which will obviate 
the need for a pit stop. However, 
even with this tweak, It is 
thought unlikely that the USAC 
cars. will be competitive with 
the F500 grids. 

The second innovation is thal 
In the two heats, the quickest 
eight will line up ‘on the grid in 
reverse order as they do in dirt 
track racing, etc, It should see 
a fantastic race to be eighth 
fastest in practice ! 

Having his second, and hope- 
fully, longer ride in ‘Hogan Lola 
will’ be Johnny — Rutherford. 
Rutherford, a USAC star, crashed 
during practice for his first F5000 
race breaking his leg, but will 
line up alongside David Hobbs in 
the Hogan’ spare 330. To 
counteract their engine problems 
which they have been suffering 
recently, the team will have a 
total of five engines 


Races off 


‘The two F5000 races counting 
towards the Rothmans Champion: 
hip in Italy at Imola and Casale, 
have both been cancelled. John 
Webb said at the beginning of 
this week that the Imola race 
was called off due to the track 
surface breaking up during the 
1000 kms race which had not 
been repaired while Casale could 
not meet the very high import 
tariffs. imposed by the | shaky 
Italian government in an effort to 
curb thelr dire economic  prob- 
lems. No races will be added to 
the championship calendar to re- 
place these, as Webb said: We 
will have had 18 championship 
races by the end of the season 
and that is quite enough, the 
best 14 results will count."* 
©The American F5000 series will 
ave three new Lola T332 addi- 
tions to its strength by the next 
round, Francisco Mir has bought 
one for Nestor Garcia Velga to 
use until the Eagle has been made 
competitive while John Gunn has 
replaced his March with one. 
‘Also USAC racer Jerry Karl has 
Bought one of the Huntingdon- 
shire produced cai 

© A. J. Foyt set a new world 
record two weeks ago by. lap- 
ping the Talledega circuit known 
as_the Alabama Speedway at 
217.854 mph, setting a world 
closed course’ record on the 26 
mile oval in his USAC car. This 
speed beats the previous record, 
held by Mario Andretti set at the 
Texas Speedway, by some 3.5 
mph. 


The GP circus moves to Austria this weekend for round 12 at the 


Ssterreichring. 
Clay R 
as in Ge 


"ll be over 84 laps (198 n 


©The French Elf petroleum com: 
pany look like having a fantastic 
year of success this year in 
motor sport. They've already 
clinched the world 500 cc motor 
eycle championship with Phil 
Read and are now riding high in 
FI with Jody Scheckter, F2 with 


8). 


Patrick’ Depailler and 2-litre 
sports cars with the victorious 
Alpine-Renaults, Depailler looks 


like ‘winning the F2 series while 
of Scheckter. welll wait and 
see! 


It ls of course Niki Lauda's home clreuit and he and 
‘oni are bound to be dominant. 

any last week with the 
Yardley McLaren, lan Scheckter in a seconé 
in the second Embassy Lola and Dieter Qu 


The entry will be the same 
of David Hobbs in the 
Hesketh, Rolf Stommelen 
ter in @ Surtees. The race 


cept 


The split between Fred Opert 
and Bertil Roos is now final as 
far as racing is concerned 

though the Swede will continue 
to instruct at Opert’s racing 
school at Pocono. Opert said: "1 
can't tke a chance anymore.” 
Bill Brack, currently leading the 
Player's Atlantic championship in 
Canada will drive the Opert Chev. 
ron in the remaining races in 
place of his STP Crosty/Lotus 89. 


Matra at 


Matra will be all out for their 
Second home success in the 
World Sports Car championship 
series. which continues at Paul 
Ricard this Thursday. Once again 
Henri Pescarolo and Gerard Lar 
rouse will be leading the team 
backed up by Jean-Pierres Jarier 
and Beltoise. Although the team 
will have one of the 680Cs. it 
seems likely that the two 670Cs 
will be used. 

Opposing this line-up will be 
the Gulf team who will be all 


out for the honours. following 
thelr excellent pursuit of the 


Ricard ? 


Matras at Zeltweg. Recruited 
the team is Belgian sports 
specialist Jacky Ickx who has 
driven for John Wyer since 1967 
and bought him an early success 
at the age of 22. Ickx replaces 
the injured Mike Hailwood along- 
side Derek Bell, while Vern 
Schuppan and Reine Wissel! will 
again handle the second car. 
The DFV-powered March (see 
P&P) will be joining the list of 
contenders along with the 
Porsche Turbos of the Martini 
team, countless Porsche Carreras, 
Ligiers, and 2-litre sports cars 


F1 Stommelen 


Having almost taken part in the 
German Grand Prix in Guy 
Edwards’ Embassy Hill-Lola, it 


was confirmed earlier this week 
that Rolf Stommelen would 
definitely be driving the second 
car in the Austrian Grand Prix 
alongside Graham Hill as Ed- 
wards’ wrist has still not healed 
sufficiently for him to handle a 
racing car at speed. This will be 
Stommelen's first appearance in 
Fi since the American GP last 
year when he substituted for the 
injured Andrea de Adamich in 
the Ceramica Pagnossin Brabham 
BT42, 


Knight’s M19 


Australian Richard Knight will be 
driving Tony Kitchiner's F500 
McLaren M19 for the rest of the 
year. The ex-works Fl car was 
built up for Kitchiner to run for 
Rene Arnoux early this year but 


the young Frenchman left the 
team after just two outings 
Tony Trimmer drove the car 


afterwards but the team necded 
engines to keep it going. Knight 
has a private backer who is 
supplying two Alan Smith engines 
for the car. Backing will continue 
to come from  ShellSport. who 
sponsored Arnoux. Knight says 
that he will not be driving the 
Multiglide/Mike Sullivan Formula 
Atlantic March any more. 


Laffite’s 
Iso shunt 


While testing Frank Wililams’ 
Iso at Monza last week, French- 
man Jacques Laffite had a littl 
misdemeanour and clobbered one 
‘of ‘the chicanes. “It’s not very 
bad,” explained Jacques, “just a 
corner.” He'd got down to a 1 m 
38 s before the incident, about 
3's outside Jackie Stewart's lap 
record set up during his in- 
credible drive last year. 


F5000 “OK” 


Following our story on the 
future of F5000 last week John 
Webb told us this week that he 
has high hopes of announcing a 
new F5000 championship in the 
near future with greatly Im 
proved prize money. He sald that 
he had a Telex from the VDS 
team saying that they would cor 

tinue in the formula next year 
while Webb said that he didn't 
think that the other teams would 


pull out change of some 
Griver/entrant combinations is the 
most. likely, 


Although Webb had intended 
going to Toronto last week for 
the summit meeting on fi 
tions for F5000 and Formu 
lantic he later found out that it 
was to be a purely technical 
meeting and thus he decided not 
to 20. 


Baty deny pull-out 


Chris Marshall denied this week 
that the Baty/Ottershaw Motors 
F2 was pulling out for the rest 
of the year. Their non-appea: 

at Karlskoga gave rise to 
rumours but, Marshall said 

fully intended going to Sweden 
but we had a tyre problem be 
cause of Firestone's impending 
withdrawal and our second en- 
Bine blew up in testing the day 
before we were due to leave. 
We haven’ got a chance in the 


championship and to go all that 
way with just one engine would 
not have been fair on Tom Pryce 
and would have been a lot of 
wasted money from our budget 
which is not exactly overflowing. 
We hope that the tyre situation 
will be resolved in time for us 
to be at Enna. We are only 
looking for results now and It is 
not worth going unless we have 
got all the right equipment.” 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


"MLO, MAX MOSLEY HAS: 


FOUND ANOTHER UP AND 
COMING! DRIVER 
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All your weekend sport 


Silverstone 


Seven ten-lap races, all with full 
entry lists, are on the agenda for 
Saturday's Silverstone | meeting 
Organised by the British Motor 
Racing Marshals Club. There are 
no championships at stake but a 
good deal of entertainment is 
promised. lan Bracey has the Il 
Palio Ibec entered in the Club- 
men's race in a desperate bid 
for a new pot but 10 U2s are 
pitched against him 

The likes of John Murphy, 
John Bright, Doug Bassett, David 
Heale and Jim Walsh will be 
contesting the FF thrash while 
championship contenders in the 
F1300 and F750 races should 
include Tim Gath, Ron Sadler, 
David Newman, Tim Green and 
John Giles, The modsports race 
has the likes cf the unrelated Prar 
sons, Harry Phillips and Brian 
Mills entered in the big class 
while the libre race should prove 
fairly easy for Bobby Bell's Tro- 
jan T101. The Special saloon 
race has Bill Cox's big Capri 
and. Malcolm Stevens's Falcon 
pitched against hordes of Minis 
And Imps. Racing starts at 
2.15 pm, 


Castle Combe 

The BRSCC (SW) are In charge 
at Castle Combe ‘on Saturday. 
Races are for Formula Ford (two 
heats and final), Special Saloons, 
Shellsport. Clubmen's._. Mexicos 


Renault 5s, Super “Vees and 
Superloons "in the big Special 
Saloon race. 


‘Among the names in the entry 


| list are FF men Roger Orgee, 

Bryan Sharp, Syd Fox and John 
Sheldon, Clubmen Noel Stanbury, 
Richard’ Mallock, Vernon Davies, 
Richard Cresswell, Arthur Mal- 
Jock and Creighton Brown: 
Mexico Challengers, Colin Van- 
dervell, Nell McGrath, Geoff 
Evans and so on. It promises to 
be an excellent day's racing all 


ound and the fun starts at 
130 pm 
Thruxton 


‘The biggest race meeting of the 
weekend Is the BARC’s Rothmans 
European F500 Championship 
round at Thruxton on Sunday 
The big F5000's were last at the 
pleasant Hampshire track in May 
and. provided a wonderful spec- 
tacle—this Sunday should be even 
bewter 

‘Championship leader Bob Evans 
wilt be out to make it three wins 
In a row with the STP McKech- 
le Lola but he will have his 
work cut out Keeping the VDS 
Chevrons of Peter Gethin and 
Teddy Pilette behind him. Pitette 
went really well at the last meet. 
Ing and is still seeking his first 
win of the season, One new and 
one almost new face will be 
Seen In the category for the frst 
time. The mew. boy ls South 
‘African Eddie Keizan who will be 
at the wheel of the rebuilt Em: 
bassy Lola (see P&P) while the 
other semi-newcomer is Dave 
Morgan, who after his impressive 
first outing at Mallory Park will 
be. in. David Hobbs’ Lola with 
Dacking from Southern Organs. 


Other entries are for Mike 
Wilds who will be looking for a 
return to his early season form, 


‘Tom Belso, Brian McGuire, Cheis 
Craft, Martin Birrane, Damien 
Magce, Richard Knight (Kitchener 
McLaren M1), Tony Trim 
(Shellsport Lola _T300), _Lé 
Lombardi, Vern Schuppan and 
Leen ver Horven in Sid Tayl 
Trojan. 


‘A round of the Forward Trust 
F3 championship, the JCB His- 
toric and Britax saloon champion. 
ships make up the programme of 
what promises to be a really 
first class meeting. Among the 
nctable entries in the supporting 
events are Brian Henton, Jose 
Chateaubriand, Jose Santo, Danny 
Sullivan, Tony Rouff, Alex Ribeiro. 


and Buzz Buzaglo In F3s. Neil 
Corner will be attempting to keep 
his 100 per cent record in the 


Donington BRM in the JCB race 
which has 13 Listers entered, 
plus cars like a Lotus 16, Cooper 


Bristol and so on. The Britax 
found will contain all the usual 
production ‘saloon. runners “who 
Will be tyre smoking. squealing 
and sliding’ their. way in thelt 
sual entertaining fashion. 

Practice starts at ® am and 
rating at 2.30 pm 
Ingliston 

The Castrol G1 Championship 
is the feature race at. Ingliston, 
near Edinburgh this, Sunday. A 


making the long trek North 
but "nevertheless the entry 
promises a good battle, Those in. 
tending to go are Richard Lloyd, 


Les Nash, Vince Woodman and 
John Fletcher (Camaros), Gordon 
Spice (Hemicuda), Tom’ Walkin- 
shaw, Holman Blackburn and lan 
Phillips (Capris), Tony Lanfranchi 
(BMW) and Peter Hanson (Opel); 


Barrie Williams and Wendy 
Markey (Mazdas), Andy Rouse, 
Tony Dron, John Handley, John 


Hine and Rob Mason (Dolomites), 
Gerry Marshall, Tim Stock (Vaux: 
halls), John ‘Lyon and Stan Clark 
(Alfas), Bernard Unett, Roger 
Bell and Jenny Birrell (Avengers), 
Gordon Dawkins (RS2000), Mel 
vyn Adams (VW) and John 
Markey (Toyota). 

There is also a complete pro: 
gramme of supporting races for 
SMI the usual Scottish regulars 


Lydden 


The 750MC are the hosts at 
Lydden on Sunday for another of 
thelr superb Low Ccst Formulae 
meetings. The cars sot a very 
high standard at Snetterton last 
weekend and promise to do the 
same at the Kentish circuit, All 
the. leading championship con: 
tenders will be present to battle 
for more points in the Low Cost 
Racing F4, Reliant 750, Super 
Visco F1300, Pole Position Club- 
men's Mini Miglia and Mini 7 
‘championships ‘while a formule 
libre race provides the finale. 
Racing starts at 2.30 pm 


© The West Essex Car Club are 
running the meeting at Snetterton 
fon Sunday but were unable to 
provide us with any details of 
their meeting, 


Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


Webb's answer 


Not unnaturally we have been a little sad to 
See you give so much space to letters of 
complaint following the recent very successful 
John Player Grand Prix, particularly as we 
ourselves have received only 10—along with 
10 more in a complimentary vein—and have 


answered them all personally by return. 

‘We feel however that your readers are 
entitled to our comments on the two main 
points raised namely, the condition of the 
Camping site and viewing areas in the 
paddock. 


‘So far as the camping site is concerned 
we have of course explained before that 
Brands Hatch is situated in the green belt and 
fs subject to rigorous planning restrictions 
which broadly confine our activities to motor 
racing and do not permit the official opera- 
tion of a camp site. However to reduce the 
risk of nuisance by campers to local residents 
fand to keep the roadside verges free, we are 
able to make two outside flelds available free of 
charge but are not permitted to install related 
permanent facilities. For this reason intending 
campers approaching us for permisison to use 
these fields are always told that they musi 
be self-contained in terms of toilet equipment 
and water supplies. In this connection it is 
worth mentioning that for the first Grand 
Prix here at Brands Hatch in 1964 we willingly 
allowed campers to make use of lavatories and 
water supplies within the circuit but 
unfortunately this gesture was rewarded by 
every single lavatory and wash basin in the 
paddock being smashed deliberately on the 
night before practice ; hence we discontinued 
the facility. 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 15, 1974 


For the future, and coinciding with the 
construction of the nearby motorway over 
the next two or three years we ai 

that there may be sufficient 
current planning rules to enable us to con- 
struct and operate @ professional camping site 
to the standard with which we should like 
to be associated, 


With regard to the paddock, it was the 
original joint intention of the Formula 1 
Constructors and ourselves that visitors 
would be able to see almost all of the cars 
but a situation arose during the week of the 
meeting whereby the Tyrrell team received 
more than one extremist threat to destroy 
Scheckter’s car by fire and not unnaturally 
the police were called in for their advice 
and this naturally included removing the 
Tyrrell equipe as far away from the public 
as possible and also restricting the area of 
public access. I am sure that on reflection most 
people would agree that we had a duty both 
to Tyrrell and to the public at large to accept 
official advice whatever the resulting incon: 
venience 


It is popularly supposed that Formula 1 
Constructors. and drivers impose unreason 
able conditions on Grand Prix promoters, but 
T can only say that on this recent occasion we 
received realistic and sympathetic co-operation 
Fight from the first planning meeting last 
February. Conversely a number of teams and 
drivers were kind enough to express their 
appreciation of the way we were able to 
work together and of the results achieved. 
Branos HarcH, KENT. JouN WeBs, 
(Managing Director, Motor Circuit 


Developments). 


Mini confusion 


On page 12 of Avrosrort last week you 
carried a photograph of a rally Mini under 
the heading “One of the many exhibits will 
be the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally winning 
Mini.” 1 feel that, in the interests of 
accuracy, I should point out that the car 
Shown was 977 ARX which was not the '64 
Monte winning car but was the car used by 
Rauno Aakonen and Tony Ambrose in the 
1963 Monte Carlo Rally where they were the 
third overall and Ist in class. 

977 ARX was first registered in March, 
1962 (chassis no KA 254 226727 ; engine no 
QF SA H4582) and competed in’ just three 
events, the "62 RAC (Sth), the “63 Monte 
(Grd) and °63 Alpine where John Spinzel wrote 
i of 

The '64 Monte winner was 33 EJB (a 
1071 cc car not a 997 cc one) driven by 
Paddy Hopkirk and Henry Liddon. 33 EJB 
was first registered in May, ‘63 (chassis no 
KA 254 384627; engine no 9F SA H19269) 
and did only 2 events, the ‘63 Tour de 
France and the ‘64 Monte. 

The reason I would like to see the record 
straight is that it was 33 EJB which started 
Off my Interest in motor sport 10 years ago 
as Paddy drove it to a brilliant win, | was 
a keen supporter of rallying through the BMC 
works team and my interest only switched to 
racing when the Mini ceased to be a competi 
ive car in international rallying. 

Come on Lord Stokes, make BL great for 
Great Britain. 

Norwich, NoRFoLK. 


Davin A. CHAPPLE 


He came, he saw and he conquered. 


KARLSKOGA 


Kanon fire for Ronnie 


By CHRIS WITTY 


Making a welcome return appearance to both the March 
Peterson won the 20th Kanonloppet Formula Two 


m and his native Sweden, Ronnie 
is local Kariskoga last Sunday by 


0.3 from his team-mate for the day Patrick Depailler. The latter had led away from pole 


position while Ronnie 
troubled practice, He caught Depaill 
gearbox for the rest of the long 68-lap race. 


wwickly forced his way 
who allowed him through and then sat on the Swede’s 


from a mediocre grid placing after » 


ihird place and gaining ‘more points in his chase of Depailler for the European F2 title 


jacques. Laffit 


‘The Karlskoga Motorklubb are very proud of 
their annual Kanonloppet motor’ race, an 
vert, which bas. taken place more Or tas 
every year since 1950. This was to be the 
20th, it was also the seventh round of this 
year's European Formula 2 Championship 
Which, with the recent cancellation of Albi 
anda doubt over one or two of the remain- 
Ing four rounds, meant that it was critical for 
the leading contenders to attend. 

‘The Kanonloppet boasts quite an impres- 
sive record of famous names who have com- 
peted in this race ranging from Stirling Moss, 
Jack Brabham, Jochen Rindt and Innes Ire- 
land up to the more recent aces such as local 
hero Ronnie Peterson, himself a substantial 
part-owner of the track. 

Last year's F2 race provided one of the 
season's best with a three-way battle for the 
Jead, the laurels eventually going to Jean- 
Pi Jarier’s all-conquering | March-BMW. 
Could this year see a similar duel? 

"The circuit of Karlskoga is situated about 
Gkms north of the town which in itself hi 
one or two odd traditions, Apparently every 
year, when the race comes to town, the cen- 
tral ‘square outside the main Stadshotel be- 
comes akin {0 a mini-Daytona or Santa Pod. 
‘All the local rock-apes pour into town, each 
equipped with a huge fuel-guzzling American 
fake pony-cars. Arcient Chevrolet Malibous 
mix with slightly more up to date March 1 
Mustangs as these strange Swedish gents imi- 
tate " the last American hero” style. Or better 
still, as they squeal their polygias tyres on 
@ tyre-squealing getaway, immediately back- 
ing off like some frightened old woman when 
the back end starts to fish-tail, we listen for 
strains of “Little Duce Coupe" and expect 
to see Ronnie and the Daytonas, Jan and Dean 
or even the early Beach Boys burst upon the 
scene, Tt is indeed quite a curious ritual which 
happens every year. What is funnier still 
is the racing teams who blow these pseudo 
“street sleepers” into the ground with their 
Avis hire cars! 

‘Then on the night before the race, the 
police erect barriers around the perimeter of 


10 


in his BP March-BMW again, 


ce Peterson, a seant 


the town centre and it sometimes takes an 
awful lot of convincing to tell these Swedes 
that your hire-car, despite carrying a paddock 
pass and the fact that you're English, isn't a 
Pontiac Trans-Am waiting to terrorise the 
locals. 

‘Yet another amusing ritual, although this 
time far more pleasant, is the influx of local 
Kariskoga talent when the Kanonloppet hits 

Mind you, these Swedish ladies, delectable 
though they’ may seem with their tremendous 
unsprung weight, will rip you off for an 
awful lot of money, drink-wise, as the unsus 
pecting visitor hoping for paradise, orders her 
the eighth gin fizz “That's 120 kroner, 
please,” says the barman, around £12 to you 
and me. Sweden may once have been per- 
missive, but Europe's caught up in a big 
way and life in this country of “free love” 
isn't what it seems. Well, certainly not in 
Karlskoga when the Kanonloppet hits town. 

‘The circuit itself, all 18 miles of it, has 
come in for a lot of criticism during the past 
few years. I's narrow. very twisty and not 
terribly well equipped to cope with F2 cars, 

though the enthusiastic Swedes do. try 
awfully hard but somehow their basic out- 
look is still very amateurish, But, unlike in 
FI, the GPDA drivers don't complain half as 
much as in F2. They just get on with the 
job. 

Since last year's race, the circuit had de- 
teriorated slightly, becoming more bumpy, 
“like your Brands Hatch” to quote European 
F2 Championship leader Patrick Depa ller 
When we mentioned to him that the organi- 
sers hoped to have an Fl race here, he 
laughed? However, with its twists and turns 
and corners of varying cambers, it became 
very much a driver's circuit and meant that it 

fairly critical to set the car up correctly. 
“The long double-apex corner before the 
pits straight is probably the most important 
comer on the whole circuit,” said E's F2 
protege Patrick Tambay. “If you slide out too 
far and lose revs then it's no good for the 
Straight where, at the end, there is only one 


of the two or three places you can pass on 
the circuit. 

For many this was the first time they'd 
been to the circuit, but when the practice 
times were produced, it was the newcomers 
‘who showed the way, obviously excelling with 
a completely fresh approach to the track. 


ENTRY 


Numerically heading the entry, although he 
failed to show for the umpteenth time this 
season was Emerson Fittipaldi, His place in 
the Marlboro-Ecuador Surtees team being 
taken over by Reine Wisell, once a powerful 
name at this circuit but now sadly nowhere 
near his pre-Lotus F1 days, Wisell was ir. the 
TS15A usually pedalled rather slowly by Faust 
Marello, the Ecuadorian obviously having got 
the message at last, Tim Schenken who, along 
with Ronnie Peterson, were the only graded 
Grivers present, had his regular car’ while 
Guillermo Ortega, now improving a little, had 
the third, The team had been at the circuit 
testing earlier in the Week and Schenken 
proved quicker in Ortega’s car than his own 
which usually happens” mused Tim, 

The works March team arrived in force, and 

what a team they had. On paper it represented 
formidable challenge for, running alongside 
their regular championship chasers, Patrick 
Depailler and Hans-Joachim Stuck, was 
Sweden's blue-eyed boy Ronnie Peterson. This 
was the first time since Estoril last year that 
the works had run three cars, 

Peterson was in Depailler's spare cl 
The original’ 742, in which, Patrick bad. last 
raced at Rouen. It was in exactly the same 
trim as the other two, all running pukka FI 
noses and the rear wings hung out far behind 


All the works Marches ran pukka FI type 


for the last time. As from August 15 the limit 
is 1 metre from the centre line of the rear 
wheels. Ronnie's car was resplendent in its 
white Vastkuststugen livery, they make holi- 
day ‘chalets, and was a credit to Ronnie's 
mechanic for the weekend, Bob Torrie. Both 
Depailler’s Elif car and Stuck's Jagermeister 
742 were in their usual trim, although mech- 
nics Ake Strandberg and Bernie Dooley had 
to fit brand new BMW engines to the cars 
at the circuit, four of them (for three cars !) 
having come direct from Munich. 

‘As is stipulated in his contract, Depailler 
had a spare car on hand, which was for- 
tunately not required, this being the Jorg 
Obermoser March 742 which was in its old 
3 trim and had a Schnitzer BMW. It had 
gone back to Bicester to be updated and 
Proved convenient for the works, with Ober- 
moser's permission of course, 

Other March-BMWs present were the usual 
semi-works Antar car for Jacques Coulon, in 
identical works trim, save for Firestone tyres. 
Both the BP Marches, which have proved 
such a thorn in the works cars! side, appeared 
for the hard charging Jacques Laffite and the 
improving Jean-Pierre Paoli. Their only addi- 
tion was large air ducts to all the brakes. 
With his recent introduction into Fi, it 
would be interesting to see how Laffite would 
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fair against the works trio. 

‘Another who has started to show the 
promise that has always been expected of him 
was Masami Kuwashima, the genial 23-year- 
old Japanese having his lovingly-prepared 
Graviner/Sony March-BMW brought into line 
with the works cars by Roy Kennedy's lads’ 
‘own ingenuity. 

“Masami tends to fly at circuits he's never 
seen before,” explained Roy. So we wondered 
with interest what he'd do here, 

Brian Lewis Racing once again had two 
742-BMWs, the regular car for Bill Gubel- 
mann and Andy Sutcliffe's chassis having been 
taken over by Sweden's promising F3 star 
Gunnar Nilsson. He has only been racing for 
two-and-a-half seasons, two of those in 
SuperVee and at one stage this year looked 
like winning the financially rewarding German 
Polifac International F3 series. Gunnar really 
fitted In well with the team and ex: 
tremely complimentary about the lads. " When 
you hire a car you expect nothing very 
Special. But with Brian Lewis, it's completely 
different. They want to work for you and 
you work well with them,” explained the en: 
thuslastic and intelligent 25-year-old Swede. 
He was to show considerabe promise through: 
out the weekend and one hopes to see more 
‘of him in F2, 

The Italian’ Trivellato truck disgorged both 
thelr regular March-BMWs for Lele Serblin 
and, as he expected, Paulo Bozzeto, the 
former being a pukka Trivellato entry while 
Bozzeto’s car is sponsored by Elba to the 
tune of £45,000 we're told! However, Sig 
Bino Trivellato decided to put a certain Carlos 
Alberto Jarque in the car instead of the 
amiable Bozzeto which caused a certain 
amount of Italian confusione! Apparently, 
We're told, Jarque is an Argentinian protege 
of Fangio and Trivellato, after having civen 
him an F3 race at Monza, decided to put 
him in Bozzeto's car. Paulo was justifiably 
upset having come ali this way for nothing. 

‘Completing the March runners were the 
‘Swiss pairing of Jo Vonlanthen and Jean- 
Claude Favre, 

‘With their sportscar team extremely busy 
at Enna running four cars in what looks like 
| successful bid to win the 2-litre series, the 
two duel-car Elf-backed F2 teams were down 
to just three runners. Having tested his car 
recently at Magny-Cours, Michel Leclere's 
Alpine-built Elf 2 was found to have broken 
its chassis sufficiently badly to warrant put- 

ing Leclere into Alain Serpaggl’s regular car. 
"It's about a second slower than my usual 
car,” explained Michel. As usual. it was in its 
regular old-type guise, excepting that this 
team, managed by Hughes de Chaunac, had 
been’ experimenting with a lower front’ roll- 
centre to combat the car's severe understeer 
problem. 

‘The second team also saw some swapping 
around. The promising Patrick Tambay, in 
looks, ability and charm so reminiscent of 
the late Francois Cevert that he must have 
booked his Fi seat at birth, had Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille's regular car with the Jabouill 
modified front suspension. His normal car was 
janded over to Alain Cudini. 

For the last time, the Elfs had their wings 
hung out on their incredible girder-like wing 
Support and although Tambay mentioned the 
team had a newer and shorter design tucked 
away in the trarsporter, there it remained, 
despite the Frenchman asking the author 
whether it was worth trying it in practic 
despite not having tested it on the car 
before. It's earmarked for Enna next week. 

‘With the absence of the Baty Chevron for 
‘Tom Pryce, apparently due to tyre contracts 
conflicting (Pryce now is a Goodyear runner 
and they don't make 23 in diameter tyres for 
the Chevron as do Firestone), it was left to 
‘Team Harper to uphold the ‘Bolton marque. 
Once again it was David Purley and Dieter 
Quester in the driving seats, Purley's car 
having been changed back to accept the BMW 
engine rather than the Ford. 

‘The team's only tweak was an Alan McCall- 
designed rear banana aerofoll made to order 
by B&S Fabrications. It doesn't mean that 
Alan McCall has anything to do with Team 
Harper as we reported some weeks back. 
“Where did you get that story,” said team 
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manager Mike Earle. From a usually reliable 
source we replied. Sorry, we all make mi 
takes! 

Despite the fact that GRD have very little 
to do with racing these days, there were 
three such cars present, two entered by Picko 
Troberg's PR for Men team for the circuit 
record holder Torsten Palm and Finnish Super- 
Vee ace Mika Arpiainen who was making his 
F2 debut in the ex-Wisell 273 and running a 
Racing Services Ford BDG. Palm was in the 
team's °73 spare chassis, but using » BMW 
and coupled with his undoubted knowledge of 
his local track (he, like Ronnie, only lives a 
few kilometres away), the combination had 
suddenly taken on a forceful front, Add to 
this his tremendous drive in a works Surtees 
last year and a pre-race private practice that 
had ‘seen him O.6s under that record and 
you'll know what we mean. 

The third GRD was the Ford Hart BDA 
powered 274 of the Belgian Claude Bour 
Eoignie, while besides Fittipaldi and Pryce 
Rotable absentees were the works Surtees 
team who apparently are re-designing their 
cars plus a couple of make-weights. Thus with 
@ circuit permitting a maximum of 25 cars 
and only 24 turning up, everyone was in for 


PRACTICE 

Practice was split Tato three seaslons Over 
two days and amounted to a generous 4 hours 
plus a half-hour unofficial warm-up on Sun- 
day. morning. 

‘Unfortunately, although Friday was warm, 
Saturday's sessions were quite different. The 
morning session began under overcast skies 
and ended in the very final minutes with rain 

and it didn't stop for the rest of the day. 
‘Add to this the fact that during the morning 
the circuit had deteriorated due to oll and 
rubber from previous sessions, only a couple 
Of people improved. it meant that it was 
really Friday's times that made up the gris 
and several people had problems. One. of 
them was Ronnie. 

‘The fluctuating weather condition changed 
yet again on race day with the early morning 
warm-up run on a wet track (although it 
wasn't raining) but at least we had a dry 

ice. It meant an awful lot of calculated 
Ruess-work for those who'd expected to sort 
Out their problems within the allotted 4h, 
‘As mentioned earlier, Ronnie was one of them 
for the Swede reckoned that 1m 105 time 
was on if, everything was right. However, 
hie clutch packed up during the first session 
and the Swede complained of “too much 
understeer because we still have the Silver 
‘stone rear anti-roll fitted and the back is 100 
soft." So it was remedied. Consequently, it 
transpired that his time stood for bis lowly 


Depailler led Peterson 


initially before allowing the Swede by 


fourth row grid placing for although he 
equalled it in, the following session, his 
BMW engine ran its bearings in a similar 
way to the team’s earlier Hockenheim mis- 
fortune and this caused BMW's Paul Rosche 
to ask as to “what oil are you using?” 

So with the rain now pouring down the 
team’s only spare was fitted in time for the 
afternoon splash-about_ It was here that 
Ronnie excelled on his Goodyear wets, ending 
up fractionally quicker than Depailler The 
Elf driver was indeed a happy man for during 
that first session, equipped like Ronnie and 
Stuck with the latest Goodyears, Patrick, In 
effortless style, placed his car firmly on pole 
with alm 112s, a fall 13s quicker than 
Peter Gethin’s pole time from last year, It 
was obvious there was more to come. but 
despite being quickest on Saturday morning, 
he was 0.5 down 

For Stuck this just wasn't going to_be 
his weekend. The normally exuberant Ger- 
man was in a dour mood, unable to get his 
March to handle at all, "It oversteers all the 
ime and 1 can’t understand it, I better have 
a closer look at Patrick's car,” exclaimed Hans, 
Tt was evident that with such a formidable 
trio at guch an “interesting” circuit, we'd see 
one or two things spring to light. Hans’ 
apparent misery was the answer. He did more 
laps than anyone in that first session to ob- 
tain his grid tme, and not even the presence 
of Robin Herd falied 10 enlighten his distress, 

Despite a quick stop to reconnect the 
spark box lead, Laffite proved rapid from 
almost the word go, his BP March swooping 
Jow up into the hairpin behind the pits and 
roaring away from the exit with full power 


as Jacques rushed to get down to 1m 11.85, 
a time equalled by the swift and smooth Tam: 
bay, still unable to balance the car properly 


for ‘the circuit and one of only a few drivers 
to approach an improvement. the following 
day. In fact, with what amounted to a wrongly 
calculated ‘shorter fifth gear, Tambay was 
0.1 s slower and reckoned he could have gone 
quicker. However, he was destined for. the 
Second rank supported by the exhilarating 
opposite lock slides of Torsten Palm, the 
Swede quickly getting down to 1m 11,9's be 
fore the engine broke. Then, while trying hard 
on Saturday, he braked too late at the end 
of the main straight and knocked off the 
front left-hand corner 

Kuwashima, as his team manager predicted, 
whisked his way down {o equal Palm's time 
while Leclere's Elf equalled Stuck’s best. Un: 
fortunatey, the Frenchman missed third gear 
and buzzed the engine, necessitating a change. 
Others to swap during practice were Latte, 
Kuwashima, Vonlanther, Arpiainen and Palm, 

Behind Peterson on’ the. fifth row were 
Purley and Cudini, both of them being of 


to score his expected win. 


" 


six to Improve on Saturday. Purley's tlme 
suddenly appeared during the final laps, the 
Harper Chevrons until then not being able to 
adjust to the circuit which, considering 
Gethin's 1973 performance, was curious, 
especially as Derek Bennett was on hand. AS 
for Quester, the less said the better 

Cudini's ‘time actually equalled that al 
ready achieved by Serblin and Coulon the day 
before, although for some reason the organt 
sers put the Elf ahead. But Coulon sald he 
was happier where he was on the staggered 
arid. 

‘The rain really ruined it for everyone, for 
many expected to start carving chunks off 
their time in the last period so for those 
near the back, despite whatever problems 
they may have’ encountered, a dozen drivers 
were better off 

‘As for the wet, it was dominated by the 
Goodyear runners’as at Rouen, despite Fire 
tone having some new B51 compound wets. 
However, for the dry, Goodyear had_ pro: 
duced some new boots designated 4012 (rear) 
and 4011 (front) while Firestone kept faith 
in thelr B43 and softer B47 dries. All thelr 


Firestone produced these intermediate tyres 
sadly for the first and last time. 
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runners practised and subsequently raced on 
47s while Palm stuck to the harder B43s 
all weekend, half convinced that the softer 
tyre wouldn't stand up to the full race dis 
tance. He was wrong. 

Then, on race morning, Firestone'’s Jean 
Mosnier unveiled (for the last time?) a brand 
new Intermediate tyre (our Rouen editorial 
was not in vain it seems) numbered as a 
B36 compound in an IS tread pattern. Good. 
year, to counteract this sudden challenge, 
Quickly hand-grooved three sets of slicks for 
the works Marches, although they were never 
needed, 


RACE 


‘The pre-race warm-ap saw only a few runners 
venture forth for the track was wet. Peterson 
tried it on slicks as did Leclere and both 
found it useless, although the session did e 
able Ronnie to have trouble with first gea 
the central hub having pushed itself on to a 
dog-ring within the gearbox. Although it 
wasn't serious, Bob Torrie swiftly whipped the 
box off just to ease Ronnie's mind that he'd 
be able to go from first to second at the start 
‘At the request of several competitors, the 
cars were allowed four flying warm-up laps 
to bed everything in now they were back on 


dry settings. Down came the flag and away 
smoked Depailler with the rest howling after 
him. Through the TrOskurvan right-hander, 
around the South Ku a ‘on to 
the back straight, Depailler was already inch- 
ing clear of Laffite, with Palm about to be 


Goodyear readted by hand grooving some 


slicks. 
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OURS 


UNITED STATES 
GRAND PRIX 
WATKINS GLEN-OCTOBER 6 


This visit to the last GP. of 1974 is a sensational weekend in 
every way. 

Those who have travelled with us in the past three years have 
been full of praise for the itinerary and arrangements. This year 
it promises to be even better. 


+ Flight by TWA Boeing 707 from London Heathrow. 
+ In-flight movie—both ways 

% Accommodation for 2 nights in New York Sheraton. 

4% Three nights’ accommodation near Watkins Glen. 

Optional excursion to Niagara Falls. 

+ Optional New York sightseeing. 

Price £115*—Depart Wednesday, October 2—Return arrival Tuesday, October 8. 


“NOTE : This price is subject to surcharge. Note also that the itinerary is now for one day longer than originally detailed in 
‘our 1974 Motor Racing brochure 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 or use the coupon below to request a 56-page brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send me 56 page 1974 Motor Racing brochure 


Address 
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Depaill 
Elf March-BMW. 


enveloped by the fast rising Peterson. 

So at the end of the first 1.8 miles, 
Depailler hove around the tricky Depakurvan 
with Laffite, Peterson, Palm, Tambay, Kuwa- 
shima, Serbiin, Stuck, Leclere, Coulon, Purley, 
Cudini, Paoli, ‘Schenken, Nilsson and the rest 
hung out like a huge sausage-string behind, 
Stuck made a cock-up of the Depakurvan on 
the next lap, sliding wide into almost @ spin 
and dropping to 16th by lap 3. 

Meanwhile, Depailler charged on while 
Peterson set about Laffite, finally managing 
to scrabble by on lap 8 and set about little 
Patrick. The fifth lap also saw Cudini rush 
Into the pits to have the nose refitted after 
‘@ nerfing match with Coulon. He rejoined 
swiftly to begin a spirited climb right up 
through the field, his progress hampered 
slightly in the closing laps by a faulty electri- 

fuel pump. 

‘The next incident occurred a lap later when 
Paoli tried to outbrake Coulon into the 
halrpin behind the pits, only for both to 
collide. Paoli spun off with a deranged steer 
Ing rack while Coulon, although punted up 
the back by Purley, “just to let him know T 
was there,” struggled back to the pits with 
@ flat left rear tyre and a damaged rim. 

When the race was 10 laps old, the order 
had settled down somewhat with Depailler 
being gradually caught by Peterson and 


= a cue 


consolidated his championship lead with yet another cool, calculated drive in his 


Laffite just holding off the bustling Tambay 
and Kuwashima. This was a battle that was 
to last virtually throughout, that is, until lap 
59 when the trio came up to lap the unfortun. 
fate’ Stuck whose team had gambled by 
putting him ona harder race tyre which was 
Causing the diabolical oversteer unbeknown 
to him. The German's committed line forced 
Laffite to ease off on to the back straight 
while Tambay towed himself right up behind 
the BP March, diving inside for the Ford 
halrpin, only to find Laffite moving across to 
avold Bourgorgue's slower GRD. Tambay slid 
straight on up the banking and in a flash 
Laffite and Kuwashima were through. The Elf 
pursued once again, only this time it was 
trailing a plume of oil smoke, an oll line 
having broken. Tambay failed to notice this 
until he applied the brakes at the end of the 
pits straight and the Elf 2 sailed straight 
through four layers of chicken wire fencing, 
demolishing the front end. “Jabouille will be 
very sad,” said the Elf team manager 

“i was driving with the European Cham 
pionship in my mind,” said Depailler and on 
lap 27, Ronnie nosed by to take the lead he 
had wanted so badly. Thus for the remaining 
laps. the pair of them ran nose to tall, 
Peterson's car sliding more and rather more 
untidy than Depailler whose March, when 
examined afterwards was found to have a 
broken diagonal wing stay. 


Torsten Palm's GRD leads a subdued Stuck ond the rest during the early laps. 


Laffite, despite being held up by Cudini 
and virtually on the line by Jarque, kept his 
narrow advantage over Kuwashima, while an 
awful lot farther back and a lap down in 
fact, Serblin managed to see off Cudini's late 
challenge, despite the Italian's front left-hand 
Goodyear being down to the canvas and 
bulging like a balloon, caused, incidentally, 
by a continually locking front brake. 

Palm, after his early speed, slipped back 
‘and spent much of the race just ahead of 
‘Stuck who, up until lap 41, was led by 
Quester in 9th place. The Austrian eventually 
pitted with a supposed fuel pressure problem 
‘on lap 46, and never really worried the lap 
scorers again. Cudini's progress by this stage 
had brought him ahead of the hapless Stuck 
while Serblin's ever closing pursuit of 
Leclere’s sixth-placed Elf brought rewards on 
lap 42 when the Frenchman, who'd been 
having trouble since lap 5 with a broken 
airbox and a reluctant 2nd gear, failed to 
find the cog, missed his braking and ploughed 
off at the Hirnilskurvan hairpin as Serblin 
threatened. 

Purley's race was handicapped by first 
clipping Nilsson's rear wheel and causing the 
promising Swede to make a pit stop with a 
Puncture on lap 12, while lying 9th behind 
Serblin. The Italian had a moment 10 laps 
inter which forced the Chevron off, the road 
and demolished the nose. When Pu 
ned. he found himself in the middle of the 
third place dice in which he kept his end up 
rather well, that is, until a driveshaft snapped 
on Jap 41 

Notable retirements as the race wore on 
‘were Nilsson, when the engine unexplicably 
ate itself, Schenken with constant overheat 


ing. and’ Wisell, who totalled the Surtees 
against a marshal’s post’ when a bottom 
parallel link broke. 


‘One other dice that lasted the whole race 
was between the Marches of Gubelmann and 
Vontanthen, the American doggedly keeping 
the Swiss at bay despite constant brake 
locking problems. 

Tt had taken Ronnie just 83m 0.43 to 
score his first F2 win since his last for March 
back at Oulton In 1972, Nice won Ronnie! 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 15, 1974 


bdeblug the Bike 


Jacket 


Take a ‘Mike the Bike’ jacket, add 
‘one smooth bird — A cool combination 
on any circuit. The new slim fit Mike 
Hailwood jacket is the right one ~ for 


both guys and gals. in trendy 
lightweight nylon, its both wind and 
‘shower proof with smart knitted 
collar, zip breast pocket and zip front 
Twin contrasting speed stripes. 
Colours—black with orange stripes or 
red with white stripes. — We supply 
the jacket — you find the bird 


AUTOSPORT. AUGUST 15, 1974 


MID-OHIO 


Redman challenges Shadow 


dusted off their turbocharged Porsche Bria 
beast and sent the car off in pursuit of the black Shadows of 
Follmer. These three big sports racers fought hard and spectacularly for more than 20 laps, 
Redman leading then Oliver taking over and Follmer hunting remorselessly after both 


of them. But then Follmer clipped his team-mate's car as he made a lunge at outbraking 
‘other Shadow and George spun into the grass, damaging 


the 
enough to force him into 


spin to bring his ex-Stewart 
Patrick would have been an easy 
his US Racing MeLaren M20 more than 


(Ferrari 5128) and Lothar Motschenbacher (McLaren MSF) 
Unfortunately, Mid-Ohlo was a one-off run for Redman 
the remaining two races In this year’s six event CanAm CI 
of “normalcy " which pervaded the first three rounds. 


sad si 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


The prospects for at least some interest in 
the sadly dissipated energies of the CanAm 
took @ pleasing turn for the better in the 
‘weeks previous to Mid-Ohio. It was, of 
course, the addition of Roger 

Porsche 917/30K for Brian Redman whic 
‘added some lustre to the bleak entry of the 
first three rounds of 1974. Last year it was 
hhere, at Mid-Ohio that Mark Donohue got the 
best fuel mileage from the Porsche, so it was 
natural this would be the piace where 
the car might be able to compete against the 
all-conquering UOP Shadows in the terms of 
the tightened CanAm fuel regulations of this 
‘season. 

The blue Porsche arrived at Mid-Ohio on 
Wednesday ready for its first laps since 
Riverside in October of last year. The car 
was unchanged from its thoroughly dominat- 
ing configuration of last year. Only the 
turbocharger boost was reduced, along with 
some metering modifications to the fuel in- 
jection, but the tyre sizes, the brakes, the 
bodywork were all identical to last year's 
set-up. Oh, there was some new paintwork 
‘across the wing. Penske was taking this 
‘opportunity to give his Formula One’ sponsor 
some exposure and there across the wing it 
read "First National City Travellers Checks.” 
No trumpets, no press releases, just that 
alone. 

Redman put in some 30 laps on Wednes- 
day, almost immediately getting down to the 
1m 23 s mark which seemed to be just 
right. Doing those times the Porsche was 
getting just a hair less than three miles per 
gallon—just enough to manage to race 
distance and, on the face of early-season 
Shadow testing and last season’s lap times, 
just the right quantity of speed to win the 
race. It was, indeed, beginning to look pro- 
mising for Redman and the Porsche. 

‘On Saturday the rest of the field arrived 
for the only day of official practice. With no 
Supporting events at all the whole day was 
devoted to the CanAm cars—two morning 
sessions and two afternoon sessions, the 
latter to count for grid positions. Other than 
the Penske Porsche and Hurley Haywood's 
917/10K it was the same old CanAm entry. 
Haywood's Porsche arrived without its turbo- 
chargers and with a 5.4litre engine for 
Hurley's first CanAm of the year. For the 
first time both of UOP's Shadows were carry- 
ing lighter (by 10Ib), carbon filament noses 
‘and stiffer sidewall front Goodyears which 
replace the batch which failed at Watkins 
Glen. Otherwise Oliver's rechassised car was 
unchanged although Follmer was experiment 
ing with stiffer spring rates and relocated 
Injector pickups which now squirted their fuel 
into the very top of the trumpets. 
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The day of practice quickly became a 
match race between the two, flat Shadow 
wedges and the bulbous, whirring Penske 
Porsche. Redman didn’t go out at all until the 
beginning of the second session and then he 
did only four laps before being called. in. 
Brian had got down to the mid-1 m 22 5 
bracket in those few laps and that was 
‘enough for team manager Mark Donohue. For 
the rest of the session Brian Jounged on the 
grass behind the pitlan:, while at the other 

‘of the pits the Shadows worked and 


ing very hard 
with his Shadow. Early in the day he tried 
the aluminium nose lip which had been tried 
and discarded at Mosport. Again it was an 
‘effort at getting more downforce at the front 
30 that more wing could be cranked in at 
the back. But instead it was forcing the ultra. 
lightweight nose to vibrate badly. “It’s like 
holding a steel rule on the end of a desk 
‘and giving it a whack." said Ollie, “The thing 
just keeps on vibrating. It got so bad that 
T could hardly see.”" 

‘So the nose lip came off and Jackie carried 
on only to miss the last qualifying session 
when the rear crossmember began to crack. 
None the less Oliver was able to lap con- 
sistently in the 1 m 23 s bracket and it began 
to look as if the Shadows were going to be 
‘able to pressure Redman and his Porsche. 

Follmer lost a lot of time when a rear 
shock absorber broke (this is the second time 
this has happened to George's Shadow this 
year (but when he was on the track he wi 
charging as hard as ever. George's strained 
back is still bothering him and by the end 
of the day he was looking very pained and 
stiff. But to watch him gave no hint of any 
Such pains. He was hurling and flicking the 
Shadow around with volumes of energy, 
Smoothing out the brisk lurches of the 
Shadow with every new lap and going faster 
‘and faster. Whenever Oliver managed a 
quicker time, Follmer would stiffen his face, 
Slip on his helmet and storm out to prove 
that he was the faster of the two. Ki wi 
quite ‘a needle match. In the final session, 
with Ollie's car back in the paddock Follmer 


finally managed to put a full ¢ s between 
him and his mate, 1m 22.285 § to Jackie's 
1m 22.772 s. 

But it was all to no avail. At the very 


outset of that 
yellow Penske Porsche whirred and popped 
down the pitlane. Redman pressed his way 
‘around for five unobtrusive laps. It was 
beginning to look like last summer all over 
‘again. The only difference was the white 
helmet with its band of Union Jacks rather 
than the yellow helmet of Donohue. It was 


king. 
thought aloud, “I could have got into the 
though ot tat 3 


practice. Hurley Haywood stood out as a man 
‘trying to get into the hunt, but the others 
Seated) bien Seat reepaeeant es ae ened 


3.008 s, Murley' likened the car to 
46008. Hut ‘car (0 
fa Carrera and. sald he enjoyed ie full 
100 ‘per cent" more than he had last year 
with its turbochargers. 

Fifth and sixth fastest were the skyblue 
US Racing. MeLarens of Scooter Patrick and 
John Cordis Scooter, ever the model of the 


ular "apes! 
ieNihat saves the CanAm from asphyxiati 
ft the hands. of its rules-makers. Bob N 

was the quickest of this lot this week. 

Rovyearccld pilet got his old Lola T260 around 
inn 271160 nosing out John Gunn’ 
similar Lola (1m 26-482 9), Lothar Motachen, 
Dacher's ageless McLaren’ m 28.803, 
Sad'‘Heroert, Muller, who found ‘his Ferrart 
jst didn't have the ‘torque needed to get 
Around Mid-Ohio. quickly. ‘There was a total 
oF'30" cars. at Mid-Ohio, including’ a ‘couple 
ot historic McLaren MIBs and the original 
Donohue/Suncco Lola 170. ‘The J 
didn't allow those who badn't got 1m 
40's to start so that with the addition of 
Davia ‘Saville-Peck’s little Costello-Oldsmobile 
fying), there would be 


LS er eS eS 
The Sunday sky dawned grey and low. As the 
tars id the odd lap here and. there during 
fhe mid-morning. warmup the. greyness took 
Sn a darker hue and the. clouds began. to 
{tail across the tree tops. Within half an hour 
Sf the start of the 26 lap heat a few drops 
Ef rain fell across the circuit but it wasn’t yet 
hough to warrant wet tres. At the same time 
the SCCA officials were checking the quantity 
of fuel that various cars were carrying. Both 
{he Shadows were among those checked and 
fe'wasn’t until within S minutes of the start 
that the two black ears were able to be rolled 
down to the grid. 

Mike Hillman had wanted to hedge his bets 
in the unpredictable conditions and run Oliver 
‘on slicks and Follmer on wets but now he was 
fold that there would be no. tyre-changing 
Sllowed so both of the Shadows took up thelt 
places on’ slicks. 

Just as the UOP duo came on to the grid 
the tain began to fall rather ‘more steadily 
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and by the time the field had fired their 
engines and set off on the pace lap it was 
beginning to look more and more as if wet 
rubber would be the right thing. 

Redman’s Porsche was so equipped and he 
shct easily away from the flag pulling out = 
huge space cf air even as he accelerated away 
from the first turn and off towards the " Key- 
hole." Halfway through the first lap and the 
Porsche had pulled out a massive 6 s lead 
from Patrick, Cordts and Oliver. Follmer was 
back in sixth but before the lap was over he 
was forced to spin to avoid Monte Shelton 
who had come up from eleventh on the grid 
and was now throwing away the advantage of 
his: good start. Follmer recovered and began 
to wend his way through the backfield, but 
the rain was persisting and after two laps he 
came in to change to wets. 

Redman was running away with things 
the front, pulling out a gcod 6 s with every 

and driving the big Porsche with a finely, 
delicate hand. For a few laps Cordts kept 
Patrick in sight but then the Canadian spun, 
stalled and ended his heat with a flat battery. 
This left Patrick unchallenged in second and 
allowed Ohiver to move up to a very distant 
fourth. Jackie was driving extremely well on 
slicks, pitching and slithering around the 
circuit, his eyes peering intently through his 
yellow vieor. He was able to 
clear of Nagel who led the 


trick despite having to 
down during the la 


iow right 
half dozen laps 

rain stopped and the track dried out. In the 
Jast few laps chunks of rubber could be seen 
flying off the Porsche's rear tyres so that 
Brian's fnal laps were very subdued indeed. 


was very tiring.” he said after, “not 
to muck physieally tat. trom the efor, of 
concentrating so hard at being gentle. You 
must be very easy with this car in the wet 
because it has so much power.” 

‘Another good drive from Patrick gave him 
@ clear second, while Oliver had to fight off 
challenge from Follmer to regain third place 
in the final laps. After his pitstop George had 
worked rapidly through the field. Although 
Still losing 4 to 8 s a lap to Redman he was 
able to catch and pass Oliver on the twentieth 
But as the track dried Oliver closed in 
two laos Inter he was back In third and 
able to pull away safely. 

Bob Nagel held fifth for most of the heat. 
but in the final laos Muller caupht right up to 
the old Lola and outbraked Nagel into the 
esses with a lao and a half to go. Haywood 
ost a lot of time with three stons to cure wet 
electrics and was classified 21st ahead of 
Cordts. Gary Wilson crashed his homebuilt 
Sting GWI on the 18th Ian, and the damave 
meant that he would be unable to start the 
final in this debut of his conventional G7 car. 


FINAL 


‘After the rain had stopped towards the end of 
the heat the clouds hung ever lower about the 
surrounding countryside and though it looked 
if it would be dry for the 47-lap final it 
sure to be heavily overcast and misty. 
‘Shadows were very anxious to be able 
to get around Patrick at the start so that they 
could harass Redman and hopefully push hi 
Into the pits for his extra seven gallon fuel 
allotment. The Penske crew on the other hand 
were anxious about the possibility of rain 
and the dirty track which might force the 
Porsche to spin its wheels enough to upset 
their carefully-calculated fuel consumption 
figures. So they hand-cut some tiny grooves in 
all four tyres, hoping for better temperatures 
and better stick. 
Redman leapt away from the start, easily 


first turn, while Folimer came. barrelling 
through inside the McLaren, forcing Scooter to 
give way and leaving black marks all along 
the side of the sky-blue car. As George 
charged across the road he also shut the door 
on Oliver so that it was Redman, Follmer and 
Oliver who shot away towards the Keyhole 
chased by Patrick, Monte Shelton's McLaren 


MSF and Bob Nagel 
‘As they flicked out of the Keyhole and 
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accelerated down the straight towards the 
esses the Shadows were able to close up in 
the Porsche's slipstream and as they braked 
for the esses Follmer ducked to the inside and 
snatched the lead Oliver tried to follow his 
twin through but had to give way and as they 
tore past the pits after one lap it was still 
Shadow-Porsche-Shadow and Patrick all alone 
in fourth, some 3s behind. 

‘The next time around it was the same black- 
blue-black train with nobody gaining an inch 
on the other. The third lap and it was still 
the same order, Follmer driving hard and 
forcefully and Redman and Oliver straining 
to keep their respective noses jammed tight 
behind. But on the fourth lap they came upon 
the first of the backmarkers just as they came 
Into the Keyhole, so named because its 1oop- 
Ing shape resembles the end of a Yale-type 
key. Through the right, left, right immediately 
before the hairpin itself the three cars were 
forced to follow behind the unwary back- 
marker. As they went into the hairpin Foll- 
mer darted for the inside only to have the 
wayward fellow come across his bows and as 
George slashed back to the outside the slower 
car did the same thing. Once again Folimer 
changed his line and once again he was 
blocked by the backmarker and by now they 
were all three beginning to accelerate away 
from the Keyhole and down the straight, 
Follmer backed off for a second now, think- 


Jack Oliver's 


Ing sbout flicking around to the inside of 
the slower car, but just as he did so Redman 
stuck his nose alongside the Shadow and ri 
took the lead. 

‘On the next lap Oliver was able to tow his 
way by Follmer so that it was now Redman, 
Oliver and Folimer with Patrick 12s back in 
fourth. On and on it went like this. Redman 
seemed to get through the knots of traffic 
easier than the Shadows but the black cars 
were always able to close right up on the 
Porsche again and as they accelerated away 
from the slower corners the smaller cars 
would pick up a car length or two in their 
Pursuit of the Porsche. 

‘On the eighteenth lap the charging three- 
some chased around the back and as they 
crested a small hump the Porsche slid wide— 
2 combination of a small patch of oil and an 
instant rush of turbocharged power flicking 
the car out of balance—and the two Shadows 
slipped inside. Brian collected it all to close 
Fight up on the black wedges again, but it was 
now Oliver from Follmer and Redman and it 
looked as if this fine sight might well chase 
and feint its way all the way to the end 

Six laps later they came up to lap John 
Gunn's Lola just before braking for the esses 
and Follmer suddenly saw a chance to pounce. 
He waited until the last moment then, with 
his nose inside Jackie's, he stomped on the 
brakes, bobbled for an’ instant, tapped the 
side of Oliver's car and in a scuffting moment, 
each Shadow refusing to give way to the 
other, each bang’ng against each other before 
they ‘separated and Follmer spun into the 
grass. George was able to keep the engine 
going but for a long while he sat there, the 
top bodywork hanging free of its mounting 
points. Finally, he snatched a gear and set 


off again, now hopelessly out of the chase. As 
George veered loosely past the pits Mike 
Hillman waved at him to come in and next 
time around in came the Shadow to have its 
bodywork fastened into place. But instead, 
George climbed from the car, his spirit 
broken, and after a few curt words he 
stalked away from the pits, took off his hel- 
‘met and drove out of the circult, 

Meanwhile the other Shadow was still hold- 
ing the Porsche at bay. Or perhaps it was 
more a case of the Porsche hanging on to 
the Shadow, for the blue car was looking 
more and more unmanageable, its front tyres 
chirping loudly as Brian fought his way 
through the tight twists of Mid-Ohio. Indeed, 
it was apparent that the Porsche was under 
steering ever more badly and Oliver was able 
to pull out more and more space as they 
throttled thelr way away from apexes. Then on 
the 31st lap as they braked into the long, 
looping right-hander just before the pits the 
Porsche refused to track into its apex and 

the Shadow powered off down the road 
the Porsche scrabbled across the grass. For 
@ long moment it looked as if the bulbous 
machine might smash into the guardrail but 
then suddenly it veered around and Brian was 
able to flick his way back on to the road 
now more than 16s behind Olli 

‘That was the race. Both cars kept up a 
hard pace (o the end, neither really making 


fourth successive win virtually clinched the championship. 


any Impression on the other and Ollie winning 
the fourth CanAm of the year by 155. An 
intriguing and largely unresolved match which 
showed that for a cireuit of the nature of 
Mid-Ohio the current CanAm fuel regs would 
seem to make for some very good motor rac- 
ing between turbocharged and unturbocharged 
machines. 

‘Scooter Patrick dropped out of an extremely 
comfortable fourth place mid-way through the 
race when a rocker stud fractured. The US 
Racing crew replaced the broken bits in the 
paddock and Scooter returned to the track 
fo finish 11th while his team car, driven by 
John Cordis was black-flagged after the clutch 
began to slip and the McLaren slowed drastic: 
ally. Earlier Cordts had worked up to sixth 
Dut the clutch got so bad that he could 
barely crawl up some of the small hills of 


Mid-Ohio. 
then, Hurley Haywood who came 


Te wai 
through to finish a good third, thoroughly 
outstripping the rest of the field with hi 
Porsche in a good, clean drive. Bob Nagel 
fourth place finish ‘moves him up to third in 
the CanAm points standings and the pros- 
pects of the best season ever for his. 
Stewart Lola. CanAm is like that. 
GORDON KIRKBY 
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The early scrap with Hezemans, Mulr 


ZANDVOORT 


nd Mans 


Gardner/Muir tackle the Capris 


By PAUL THOMPSON 


It Was home ground for Toine Hezemans. The works Ford Capris were comfortably ahead, 
Toine sharing ‘with Dieter Glemser had two laps over the sister car of Jochen Mass/Roli 


Stommelen. It was raining hard and 
his Schnitzer coupe left it far too lat 
to a standstill. The starter churned - 
then went to the boot 
now the Capel had lost six laps. He sal 
car to take the new Capris first ETC win, 
‘The fickle weather decided to make thi 
hour. 
Frank Gardner/Brian Muir which split 
stop for a new rear wheel bearing 


Zandvoort Trophy 
ind-a-half in which time the quite large crowd were 
the works Fords for the first half-hour before 


the Dutchman braked for Hunzerug, Urs Zondler in 
‘clouting the Capri in the rear and sending it spinning 
nothing ! 
Where he found » loose connection to the electric fuel pump, but by 
wed sixth place finally, I 


jezemans checked out the engine and 


wing the Mass/Stommelen 


tertained by the SC; 


From then on Ford had it sewn up. The organisers had introduced a GT section, which saw 


rs and it was the Carrera of Gijs van Lennep/H 


twig Bertrams’ which took 


Second overall, though ineligible for points, whilst the old Alpina coupe of Huub Vermeulen/Rob 


Slotemaker ousted all the regular BeeEms for third. The 
Peter Arm/Cox Cocher nearly lost fourth after being nerfed by 


jeadily driven Alpina coupe of 
ns Heyer towards the 


end, but stayed ahead of the ex-works NMB Capri RS2600 of Hans Akersloot/John Fitzpatrick 


in fifth. 


Heyer/Klaus Ludwig again wrapped up the 2-litre division in the Zakspeed Escort with 


tittle opposition 
handled well al 
Tjan/Tom Coronel 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 

Having originally Tmtended to miss this race, 
the works Ford Capris luckily changed their 
mind to recharge the waning Interest of the 
European Touring Car Championship. With 
just the works BMWs not attending, the 
entry was almost back to former standards 
and. there was some atmosphere generated 
by the thought of the SCA ("Cassius Clay ") 
Camaro having another bash at toppling 
Ford on even. terms. Whether or not. the 
Zakspeed Escort could do another giant killing 
act was doubtful for the Zandvoort circuit 
allows for the use of power, which even that 


18 


from the 16 valve Alpina 2002 of Harald Ertl/Thomas Betzler which never 

‘weekend. Third, though, went to the Janspeed 1300 Datsun coupe of Han 
fer a superb drive, beating all the remaining 2-litre machinery. Fords 

win keeps them ahead of BMW by 100’ points to the 76 of BMW, 

in the drivers’ section with Alain Peltier, who finished eight! 


fhilst Heyer pulls level 
both now with 86 points. 
fabulous little car cannot compete against. 
Zandvoort is a very abrasive track on tyres 
and the vagaries in weather vary enough to 
make large differences. Sometimes it can be 
warm and sunny with little wind, but at 
Other times, the clouds roll in low off the 
North sea, ‘the sky blackens and the wind 
whips up flurries of sand to add to tyre 
troubles. The first practice session on Friday 
from 3-5 pm was followed by a one and a 
half hour session on Saturday morning and 
the same in the afternoon. A stiff breeze kept 
the clouds moving on Friday, whilst the sun 
managed to shine at times, but Saturday was 
generally ‘cooler with the clouds darkening, 


the wind getting up and the sun hard to 


record stood to_local hero and 
emrepreneur extraordinary, Toine Hezemans, 
in last. year's works coupe inl m 36.3 3, 
this being with the esses at Panoranvabocht 
which were in use again of course. Hezemans 
paired with Dieter Glemser and Jochen Mass/ 
Rolf Stommelen were pedalling the Koln Capri 
RS3100s both with thelr 24 valve, 3.4 litre 
V6 engines, and little changed since the 
Nurburgring six hours, Niki Lauda, who should 
have driven with Mass had eaten some dis 
agreeable fish in It 
and was unable to take his place, 
melen w! ly does the na 
wer. The ‘change to the cars 
was the fitting of a solid limited slip diff 
he Mass example. This had been’ tried 
once before but discarded. After the half 
shaft failures at the ‘Ring, it was in use 
‘again as it completely eliminates wheelspin 
fand the consequent strain. On Friday, Mass 
was comfortably quickest with Hezemans also 
ketting below his lap record. Gardner had 
the Camaro tweaked up just outelde the 
bogey, before tyre troubles intervened. The 
heavy’ beast was overheating Its Goodyears 
as it speeded up to keep tabs on the Capris. 
The tyres were chunking badly in circles 
round the circumference, so Goodyear flew 
‘out more tyres on Saturday morning, Fas 
times in fact, were set evenly through al 
the sessions, ‘pole going to Hezemans who 
screwed together a 1 m 33.9 s in the final 
session after a routine engine change after 
the morning session. Mass sat next to him 
with his Friday 1m 342s for after an 
overnight engine change, he did just 14 laps 
fon Saturday morning before the engine was 
out again for the clutch to be replaced, He 
missed this session totally, not improving 
Inter. Both Stommelen and Glemser were 14 5 
slower than their co-drivers. 

‘The 7-litre SCA Camaro was checked out 
after Silverstone but retained the same Smith 
mill, Gardner knocked off a 1 _m 35.8 5 on 
Saturday morning once more suitable rubber 
was fitted, Adrian Chambers explaining tha 
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“We've taken it steadily, being careful of 
the abrasive nature of the track.” This is 20 
much more noticeable with the 1} ton beast 
and in fact, Ford were finding the same 
trouble, their fast times having been set on 
qualifiers which were lasting three or four 
Japs at most. There was prize money for 
pole and with Hezemans on home ground, 
the inter Ford rivalry built up so that the 
beast settled for third. Muir left the times 
to Gardner on Saturday morning whilst. in 
the afternoon, “Yogi” took over being less 
than a second slower than Frank. 

iter Brun's Schnitzer coupé was sport- 
a new pink nail varnish colour scheme, 
advertising "Magic Nails "—one of his 
Interests ! The engine was changed for another 
3.5 big. valve after Walter had set a 1 m 36.65 
in the first session—good enough for fourth 
slot. The car had been rebuilt after the ‘Ring 
300 Kms shunt and along with the new paint 
job sported new rear wheel arches with a 
diff cooler on the left side and NASA ducting 
to flow the air. The diff was changed on 
‘Sunday morning when it was decided it was 
00 long. Zondier was a couple of seconds 
slower, But otherwise the coupé was running 

‘The older Schnitzer run coupé of Peter 
Matthi/Moritz Gurny was much slower on the 
eleventh row of the 33 car field, Mattll 
having managed 1 m 43.4 5 before the diff 
‘was changed on this too, A small valve 3.3 5 
Alpina mill was being used, for the Schnitzer 
brothers now just run the cars, both having 
been bought by Brun. 

The ex-works RS 2600 of Han Akersloot in 
Nederland Middenstand Bank colours took 
fifth fastest courtesy of John Fitzpatrick in 
1 m 36.8 5, Fitz having done this in the 
first session, Jeff Goodliffe and Terry Sammell 
were looking after things, whilst Ford Koln 
were next door should assistance be needed. 
‘The car was not bothered at all though, and 
the pair did not bother going out on. Satur. 
day afternoon as they were happy with the 
time and wanted to save the car, Fitz com: 
menting that his time was faster than with 
his works car last year 

‘A newcomer on the European rounds was 
an old. Alpina 3.5-litre coupe backed by 
Marlboro/Texaco for Huub Vermeulen/Rob 
Slotemaker. Vermeulen only practised the 
ear in the first two sessions and surprised 
some of the establishment with his _m 36.8 
He was another local wanting to do well on 
home ground, whilst skid expert Slotemaker, 
who Is gettirg on these days, was considerably 


slower when he finally did a stint in the 
last. session. 

Martino Finotto had built up a new coupé 
to replace the write off at the "Rin 
those fabulou 


but alas 
BeeEm stripes had gone, the 

fred Mohr 
few. choice 
words to say about the set up of the organi- 
sation. He worked his way down to 1m 37.3 8 
with Finotto 3s slower, but the car was in 
need of more testing having only been com- 
Pleted shortly before the race. 

‘The organisers had hoped to get a small 
GT grid together but only two Carreras turned 
Up the fastest being Helmut Kelleners/Anton 
Stocks who did 1 m 37.5 s, just 0.1 s faster 
than the similar RSR of Gijs Van Lennep/ 
Hartwig Bertrams on the fifth row. It I 
‘interesting to note that back in 1967, Porsche 
911s were banned from Group 5'as they 
were winning everything in sight, but now 
more and more races for group 2 are 
combining with group 4, but the Porsches are 
not quite in the same’ ball park this time, 
with their 3.0-litre motors, 

‘Tenth fastest on 1 m 38.0 s and first 2-litre 
was, as usual, Hans Heyer in the Zakspeed 
Escort, sharing again with his ‘Ring winning 
co-pilot, Klaus Ludwig. The second Zak Escort 
was being pedalied on this occasion by locals, 
Wim Boshuis/Ernst Berg. Boshuis got down 
to 1 m 39.0 5 on Friday, but neither driver 
could beat 1m 41.3 s on Saturday so Ludwig 
gave it a whirl, only managing to Improve by 
‘a half second. Splitting this car from its 
sister were three regular BMW coupés. Peter 
‘Arm/Cox Cocher dropped to the same time 
as Heyer in their customer 3.5 Alpina version. 
‘The engine though is now tuned by a new 
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name—Eggenberger, but there were no 
problems. With Lafosse at Enna, Alain 
Peltier’s Gitanes backed ex-works "version 
‘was co-driven by Hughes de Fierlandt, Peltier 
managing a 1 m 38.2 s, but not at all happy 
with the handling. On’ 1 m 38.6 came the 
second Alpina customer coupé of Siegfried 
Moller/Siegmund Ogrodoweyzk using 2 3.3- 

Behind  Boshuis/Berg but on the same 
time was Faltz 3.5 Alpina coupé of Werner 
‘Schommers co-driven by Dutchman Bert Dolk 
who had not sat in such a car before. He 
only practised on the Saturday afternoon, 
doing well to be just 08 s slower than 
Schommers, who was complaining of the 
handling until softer springs were fitted. 
Another ex-works Capri, this one from Walt 
raud Odenthal/Karl-Ludwig Weiss was quite 
a bit slower on | m 40.7 s courtesy of Weiss 
with the lady managing 41.2. Jean Claude 
Guerie’s Shark Team Capri reappeared in the 
ETCC «with Dominique Fornage co-driving. 
Claude Barboza was originally to drive but 
he was s0 slow that Fornage joined and it 
was he who set their 1 m 41.3 5, 0.6 s faster 
than Guerie, The handling was’ particularly 
grotty but the team were happy with a new 
3.0-litre mill from Koln. Albrecht Krebs 
Nico Chiotakis had managed 1 m 41.9 s in 
the Ford Gerstmann Capri, but on Saturday 
morning Krebs blew the motor and with no 
spare available, they withdrew. 

‘On the tenth row came a customer Zak- 
speed Escort for Peter Hennige/Peter Wolf, 
the former managing 1 m 42.0's before gear: 
box troubles intervened and this was changed 
fon Saturday night, Next to them on 1m 42.5 s 
was an unhappy Harald Ert/Thomas Betzler 
with the 2litre Alpina 2002. Bovenseipen 
will not be rebuilding the written off coupé, 
Dreferring to concentrate on the 2-litre ci 
and something special for next year. The 
2litre threat to the Escorts features 15 in 
wheels with the canted over 16 valve 
Schnitzer headed engine in a very clean 
engine bay. Two oll coolers and a diff cooler 
are mounted just under the boot whilst the 
generator Is mounted above the diff and 
drives the oil pump for this too. The oll 
filter is located in the boot along with other 
ancillaries, but the original rear mounted 
fadiator has now been moved back to the 
front as there was not enough cool air at 
the back. Rack and pinion steering is also 
a novelty, but the team could mot get the 
car to handle at all, and despite softer springs 
it kept jumping through the corners. The 
Gerny/Mattli coupé followed and then the 
rather tatty looking 2-year-old ex works Capri 
Francisco Torredemer/Luls Rosal, the latter 
putting in a 1 m 45.1 5, The Faltz 2002 of 
Hans Deen/Gert Herrmann was 0.1 s 
but with the next 2002 nearly 4 s slower, the 
remainder of the field were hardly going to 


get a look in. They consisted in the main of 
BMW's with a couple of very, very slow 
Alfas, a Commodore GS the inevitable Manta 
of Frans Heine/Gerit de Vries and a 1300 cc 
Datsun coupé. This was quite interesting in 
fact, managing 1 m 49.73 in the hands of 
Han Tjan/Tom Coronel, They practised only 
on Friday, preferring to save the car rather 
than thrash it on Saturday, when they looked 
ke they might blow off some of their 2-litre 
others, The car is prepared by Janspeed, 
being the same one driven by Alec Poole/ 
Tom Walkinshaw last year, and but for a 
rather heavy gas tank which caused tyre 
Problems at the back the little mite was 
going well. It was interesting to note that 
Bilstein, who closely associate themselves 
with touring cars, had all but three cars on 
the grid on their shockers, whilst on the 
tyre front, Dunlop took the lions share as 
the usual’ Firestone supp 

was missing, the German section 
taken over. Goodyear were keeping the 
Camaro happy, but otherwise do not bother 
with this class. The left front tyres was 
the headache for most teams, so a harder 
compound would be used here to combat 
the heat and wear, though the Camaro of 
course suffered ai the rear where the 
enormous power was planted on to the road, 


RACE 


‘On Sunday morning, Goodyear flew out some 
more tyres for the Camaro to play safe as 
the team could only carry a selection of few 
wets, slicks and intermediates. The sun shone 
briefly very early in the morning, but by 
8 o'clock, the sky darkened and the wind 
blew in darker and darker clouds off the North 
Sea. The managers nightmare was on when a 
number of showers let go during the morn- 
Ing, s0 the organisers allowed another 10 
minute unofficial session at 1 o'clock in pre: 
aration for the 1.45 start, With the weather 
looking up at 1.30, the majority of teams 
decided on slicks, with Fitzpatrick/Akersloot 
on intermediates. A sense of something good 
came across as the cars went out for @ 
warm up, with the thundering Chevvy st 

ring the tension. Bang on the nail the fi 
dropped. The scream of engines was domi 
ted by the roar of the Chevvy, but despite 
the power, Hezemans held his line for Tar- 
zan with Muir splitting him from Mass, Fitz 
followed as a gap started to open by Hen- 
zerug, then Vermeulen, van Lennep, Brun, 
‘Arm, Mohr, Kelleners, Odenthal, Heyer and 
the Juggling pack. As they swept round in 
the ‘opening laps, the trio. ahead pulled 
quickly away from the rest, Vermeulen, van 
Lennep and Brun displacing Fitz after the 
first lap and then yan Lennep easing into 
third next Ume through, Mohr was. slicing 
through and soon made up another three way 


Stommeten negotiates backmarkers in the gloom, including the Zakspeed Escort (right). 
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scrap with Vermeulen and Brun as the Car- 
rera chased after Mass. There was no way he 
was going to catch the Capri, however, for 
it was a different race up front. After’ five 
laps, this trio were ripping into the back- 
markers such was the speed differential. The 
death toll started after five minutes when 
Muller's engine dropped a valve, then Deen 
pitted with a flat tyre on his BeeEm whilst 
the Hennige Escort called in and retired when 
the starter failed after ignition cut outs. 
Surprisingly though, after this, there were 
very few retirements, the casualty rate being 
abnormally low. 

‘Hezemans was piling on the pressure as 
he lowered the lap record very early and 
‘opened a breathing space to Muir who was 
working hard to keep Mass behind. Then 
we noticed it. Just a wisp at first—smoke ! 
As each lap passed, the blue trail worsened 
from the left rear wheel arch of the Camaro, 
Perhaps it was just a breather pipe! But it 
looked ominous. Would the battle be spoilt 
again? Muir cracked on through, Mass fol- 
Towed, even dropping a fraction, maybe 
thinking that something nasty was ‘going to 
happen. soon. Fitz was dropping back with 
his intermediates not working on the nearly 
dry track and now Mohr was up after Ver- 

yed the Burn Coupe, then 
‘and Boshuls, Schommers 
which was droppi 
back with an intermittent misfire and tl 
wrong tyres. 

‘With 10 laps gone, and headlights flashing. 
the sky grew even’ darker. It’ was like a 
death knell for the Camaro. Something was 
Wrong as you sniffed the air—burning oil? 
Still Muir honked on, with Mass definitely 
dropping noticeably in heavy traffic, as the 
rain started the first shower of the afternoon. 
Mohr decided his slicks were too dodgy after 

half hour and came in for wets. As he 
pulled out, the Camaro dived for its pit at 
the back of the lane and the race looked 
run, The diff oll seal had been leaking and 
@ half hour was lost as his mechanics set 
about changing the bearing. 

By lap 20 with a few cars having in- 
dulged in gyrations on the now very damp 
track, Mass had closed right back up with 
Hezemans and after one hour they had lap- 
ped the whole field in a masterful demonstra 
tion of team efficiency and driving ability. 
Van Lennep still held third a lap down with 
Vermeulen fourth. The Redeker Alfa retired 
with the head gasket cooked in this time 
whilst Brun and ‘were having their own 
private scrap until the shocking pink coupe 
dropped back and pitted with the rear axle 
knackered. The Schnitzer boys set about 
replacing the diff and Fitz closed in on 
‘Arm to take over fifth after the hour. Peltier 
too closed up whilst Heyer was singing along 
a little farther back, eighth overall. Mohr 
dropped back from his attack on Van Len- 
ep, though a lap down after his quick 
tyre change earlier, when be started feeling 
grogey from exhaust fumes. He handed over 

to Finotto who switched to intermedi- 
and then Mattli arrived with a broken 

to stretch the Schnitzer boys re- 
Behind Heyer in the 2 litre class, 
Boshuis was doing a great job in second with 
Ertl farther back in the Alpina 2002. 

Mattl was out again after 15 minutes 
but still Brun was sitting in the pits as the 
mechanics toiled underneath in the wet. The 
rain was tending to shower heavily for a 
few minutes, ease off, stop, drizzle and shower 

‘Mass has made an unscheduled stop 
earlier for wet tyres losing a lap, but re- 
mained second, though the Carrera was close 
behind, whilst’ Hezemans continued undaun- 
ted. With an hour and a half gone the pit 
stops were coming thick and fast changing 
the overall position briefly. The only other 
casualty had been Boshuis who spun off at 
‘Scheiviak when the windscreen wipers packed 
up. He lost time restarting before limping 
back to the pits finally with a flat tyre, but by 
ther well down in the 3 litre division. Fitz had 
moved up to fourth behind van Lennep fol- 
Towed by Peltier and Arm. The Dutch coupe 
had stopped earlier for fuel and Slotemaker 
went out in seventh mixing it with Heyer 
and Guerie who had climbed into the picture. 


sources. 


Th 


Odenthal was next ahead of the BMW 2002 
of Tibor/Hegelsand the little Datsun on the 
Same lap as Finotto. When Mass came in 
for a change over to Stommelen, softer com- 
pound rain tyres were fitted as the skies 
had really opened now. Jochen also related 
how he was having trouble with the solid 
dif which was slower than the other. This 
‘stop allowed Lennep’s Carrera through 
to second, but 10 minutes later, Stommelen 
retook his second place when Bertrams took 
Over from the Dutchman. Fitz handed over to 
Akersloot and fitted full wets as just about 
all were now obliged to do. After Glemser 
took over from Hezemans, Rolf made an- 
other stop to fuel, and the remaining cars 
all made their fuel stops and driver swops. 
After two hours Glemser still had a lap 
over Stommelen with Bertrams a further lap 
down after another stop for full wets. Pelt 
a long stint and held fourth 
but when de Fier 
dropped dramatically 
after 40 minutes to 
keep in the points. Kelleners had called it 
a day with the misfire very bad and a bunch 
‘of cars had grouped’on 63 laps (to the leaders 
67) in the order Cocher, Dolk, Weiss, Slote- 
maker, the latter making another tyre change. 
Akersioot was next ahead of Fornage whilst 
Ert had taken the 2 litre class ‘when 
Heyer make an early stop for tyres, coming 
in again for fuel and Ludwig to take over. 


Mohr had taken over again from Finotto 
and put back the full wets but the windscreen 
was constantly misting up as the footwell 
was drowned and he made more stops for 
this to be cleaned only to find a mechanic 
was using an oily rag, so he had to stop 

int With the rain causing so many 
Stops, lap charts went awry for a while, 
but there was no mistake about the For 

up front. Muir of course had got 
going again but was well out of contention, 
While Akersioot came in again with the engine 
temp very low! Mohr got another dose of 
fumes and let Finotto go out to finish. Just 
on four o-clock, Muir came in for fuel and 
they changed the grooved slicks for full 
wet tyres before Gardner got out to do a 
stint. Frank had done but a handful of laps 
‘when suddenly, right in front of his pits, the 
engine let go. The car cruised to a halt 
‘at Tarzan with a large hole in the block, later 
evidence suggesting a big end bolt had 
sheared. 

With un hour to go, Hezemans who had re- 
taken over from Glemser was two laps clear 
of Stommelen. He was going to take over 
this car as Mass had to leave early for 
England, but before he could stop again, 
and with just 40 minutes to go he wa 
clouted from behind by Zondler, now pedalling 
the repaired Schnitzer coupe. The Australian 
was very apologetic after, but Toine was in 
the boonies and could not restart. He traced 
the trouble to a loose fuel pump connection 
‘and got going but had lost 6 laps and all 
chance of victory after his splendid drive. It 
was sick for the Dutchman, but Ford still had 
Stommelen plugging away’ in the lead with 
2 laps over van Lennep now back in place 
of Bertrams. Gijs, however, was worried by 
@ judder from a half shaft on the right side 


1e third-placed Vermeulen/Slotemaker BMW heads Peltier/de Fierlandt, 


during the last half hour, but nothing more 
dramatic happened. Panoramabocht claimed & 
few victims in late downpour. Deen in the 
2002 went through the fence, but got going 
‘again, needing just attention to wipers whilst 
Guerie muscled in on the scene and bent 
his spoiler before performing another gyration 
a couple of laps later at the Hunzerug. 

With the last hour very dark and the rain 
finally easing towards the end of four hours, 
Stommelen cruised it home a lap clear of 
van Lennep whilst two laps behind the Car- 
rera, Vermeulen retook his early race third 
place having repassed the very 
‘Arm/Cocher CSL. At one point, Heyer had 
been baulked by the Opel Manta and 
this made contact. with the big BeeEm, 
luckily without Incident. Fitzpatrick was mal 
ing up on the coupe but there was not 
enough time to risk an incident for anoth 
place and he contented himself with fifth a 
Tap ahead of the disappointed Hezemans. 
Peltier in his haste. to make up 
ground lost by de Fierlandt managed 

‘spin and had to give better to Heyer's 
Escort, which must have been particularly 

ing_as now they tying for the 
dof the champion: 
ich. Ertl followed a further 
after electrical troubles and a sticking 
throttle forced him to drive on the ignition 
for a while. The Capris of Guerie/Fornage and 
Odenthal/Weiss completed the points scorers 
with the Ue Datsun twelfth and third in 
Class after a fine display of reliability. Mattlt 
fetired with the rear end smashed and the 
gearbox broken whilst the Schommers/Dolk 
ESL was delayed many times with wiper 
trouble, and the Mohr/Finotto car with stick- 


ing. throttles and wiper trouble, the latter 
being prevalent in many teams during the 

very heavy rain showers. 
‘A strange situation now arises in the 
for 


championship. There must be 6 
there to be a championship and at pre 
‘only five have been run. With Ricard and 
Silverstone cancelled, there remains just the 
Jarama round in October, which is in doubt 
land the rescheduled round at Dijon a week 
before. One of these must take place or the 
whole series will have been in vain. 
Snhip—Round S 

(24 Capel R51200), 126 


2 reams (3.0 Carrara RR), 
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AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 15, 1974 


INTERNATIONAL 


MOTOR RACING 


at 


THRUXTON 


(Four miles west of Andover on A303) 


SUNDAY 18th AUGUST 


FIRST RACE: 2.30 p.m. 
Practice from 9.00 p.m. 


FABULOUS 
FORMULA 5000 


(A qualifying round of the Rothmans European 
Championship) 


Supporting races 


FORMULA 3 


(A qualifying round of the Forward Trust Formula 3 
Championship) 


PRODUCTION 
SALOON CARS HISTORIC CARS 
(A qualifying round of the JCB 


(A qualifying round of the 
Britax Production Saloon Car Historic Car Championship) 


Championship) 


A case of champagne for the fastest Formula 
5000 driver in practice—wi be a new lap 
record ? 


Who will be ALCOA Man of the Meeting? 


STAR DRIVERS INCLUDE: 
DAVID HOBBS—BOB EVANS—PETER GETHIN 
—MIKE WILDS—TEDDY PILETTE—IAN ASHLEY 
—CHRIS CRAFT—LELLA LOMBARDI—BRIAN 
HENTON—TONY ROUFF. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS: 
DEMONSTRATION OF THE LE MANS ROVER 
GAS TURBINE CAR. LAUNCHING (WEATHER 
PERMITTING) OF THE BUDGET RENT-A-CAR 
HOT AIR BALLOON “ MISS BUDGET.” 


PRICES OF ADMISSION 
Adults £1.20, Children 50p, Paddock Transfer £1, Stands from £1 
CAR PARK FREE 
Organised by the British Automobile Racing Club. 


The organisers reserve the right to alter, amend or cancel the 
‘event or races without giving prior notice. 
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HISTORIC dey 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITIO: 


A first prize of £10, a secod prize of £5 and third 
prize of £3 will be awarded to winners after each 
of the following rounds 


AUGUST 18, THRUXTON INTERNATIONAL, 
THRUXTON. 
SEPTEMBER 8, GOLD CUP, OULTON PARK. 
SEPTEMBER 22, TOURIST TROPHY, 
SILVERSTONE 


The second round of the JCB Championship for 
Historic cars took place at Silverstone on May 12 
when the Championship featured as one of the 
main supporting events to the Martini-Interserie 
meeting. 


The fascinating spectacle of thoroughbred Grand 
Prix cars racing Sports-Racing cars from the 1950s, 
once again proved to be very popular with the 
organisers and spectators. Judging by the many 
mid-field dices for class positions the drivers also 
enjoyed themselves. 

In a championship where the competing cars 
are drawn from such a wide span of motor racing 
history, spectators pick out cars with comparative 
ease, for not only do they look very different, the 
cornering attitudes each car adopts with their own 
particular understeer or oversteer characteristics 
makes the championship a very interesting subject 
for amateur photographers 


facing cars and sports 
four found" of te 


THE RESULT OF THE 3AD ROUND OF THE COMPETITION 
WILL BE PUBLISHED IN AUTOSPORT SEPTEMBER 5th 


ENTRY 


VOUCHER NO 4 


PHOTOGRAPHIC | 


Tea, COMPETITION 


Max Stewart on his way to victory from Warwick Brown, 


ORAN PARK 


Stewart’s Gold Star win 


Tasman runnerup and 1971 “Gold Star” 
champion Max Stewart double scored in the 
twin-heat first round of the Australian Drivers” 
Championship at Oran Park, near Sydney, last 
Sunday week to mark himself as the man to 
beat in this year's down-under series, Stewart, 
driving his Lola T330, won both 50 km heats 
om start to finish from young Warwick 
Brown (Lola T332) to take the aggregate win. 
Brown, who probably would have beaten 
Stewart had the event been run over the 
normal 100 km format, was second on aggre- 
fate, followed by New Zealander Graeme 
Lawrence, who was fifth in the first heat and 
third in the second. Sydney saloon star John 
making his F5000 debut in the ex-Frank 
Matich AS3, was the sensation of the race to 
finish fourth on aggregate from sixth and a 
favourite, South 
set to take 
his Lola T330-Repeo to in both he 
after dicing furiously with Brown in eact 
‘Only to spin twiee In the first and retire with 
Gngine trouble in the second. Current "Gold 
Star champion John MeCormack, giving the 
new Ansett Elfin ML6-Leyland its frst serious 
Outing since the final round of the Tasman 
series earlier this year, finished last in the 
first "heat after a 
resulting from a ben 
romising fifth in the second for seventl 
ReRALe, 
The twin-heat system is a new innovation 
to ANFI racing—it will also be used in the 
second and third rounds—instigated | and 
applauded, after the successful running of last 
Sunday week's event, by the Australian 
Formila One Drivers’ Association. They recom- 
mended the system be tried this season— 
initially on a trial basis, hence it is only 
being used in the first half of the six-race 
series—to reduce the cost of racing and also 
to promote closer racing for greater spectator 
appeal 

‘The system worked particularly well at 
Oran Park, which Is a tight, spectacular, but 
very. much sedan-orientated track. However, 
the event, sponsored by Chesterfield (Roth- 
mans), was held over the small 1.25-mile 
circuit, the longer track complete with a fly 
‘over still uncompleted due to local industrial 
disputes. It is hoped it will be ready for the 
‘Australian Grand Prix in November. 

Practice saw the largest fleld of F5000s 
assemble for a “Gold Star™ race since the 
Championship was opened to the class in 1971 
ten competitive cars (five Lolas, three Elfins 
‘and two Matiches) plus a lone F2, making 11 
altogether. Four official sessions were provided, 
Max Stewart securing pole position in the 
first. Making full use of the dry track and 
good conditions, he went round the track in 
39.5 S, 0.5 s slower than Frank Matich’s out- 
Fight iap record. Strong wind and showers 
during the second session left the rest of the 
field scrambling for better times in the fin 
two sessions, which were dry but windy. In 
the third, Johnnie Walker grabbed the remain- 
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ing front-row posi 
while in that se 
(39.8 s} and Graeme Lawrence (40.5 s) 
their fastest times to fill the second row of 
the grid. 

Fifth fastest, setting his time in the final 
session after having to replace a flat battery 
in the first, was John Goss. Goss's sponsors 
Laurie O'Neill and Max McCleod bought him 
the ex-Matich A53 only days before the event 
(Matich officially announcing his retirement 
Guring the week) and in his first drive in an 
open wheeler, much less an F5000, he was 
credited with a fastest time of 41.8 s! Next 
to him, making his return to racing after his 
horrific high speed crash at Pukekohe in 
January, was Kevin Bartlett (Lola T332) on 
421 5, driving with an artificial hip bone. 
Bartlett's car is actually a new T332 front 
end grafted to the T330's rear and wasn't 
ready until the day before the race—he had 
to wait for suspension parts and radiators to 
arrive from the UK. The delay didn't give 
him enough time to sort the car properly 
and in unofficial practice he over 2 8 
auicker in Stewart's car. 

‘On the fourth row was Jon Davison, son 
of the late Lex Davison, driving his ex-Walk 
Matich ASI for the first time at Oran Park toa 
credible time of 42.1 5, equal to Bartlett. Next, 
with no times, were John McCormack, Garrie 
Cooper (Ansett, Elfin MRS's) and ‘current 
‘Australian Sports Car Champion and F5000 
debutant Phil Moore in the Ansett Elfin MRS 
which McCormack won last year's “Gold Star” 
in. ‘The Ansett team didn’t arrive at the track 
until too late in the afternoon on Saturday 
after their transporter broke down in sout 
western New South Wales. 

McCormack’s 4.4-litre Leyland P76-engined 
MLB (MR6 until Repco withdrew from racing 
a few months ago—"L” stands for Leyland, 
Of course) is the lightest FS000 car in the 
World and promises to be the best handling. 
Building the engines himself, McCormack is 
currently getting about 400 bhp, some 90 
down on Repco-Holden runners and 100 on 
Molloy Chevrolet cars, although by the end 
fof the season he hopes to have 450 and for 
next year's Tasman, 460. 


HEAT 1 


in the first 30lap heat, 
Walker into Torana corner, while McCormack 
rocketed from the rear of the grid past Brown, 
Lawrence, Goss and Davison to be third at 
the end of the first lap. However, on the next 
lap both he and Cooper spun. the latter 
retiring with McCormack continuing for 
another four laps to repair a bent throttle 
linkage on lap 6. He returned to the fray on 
lap 13 to finish last 

iin the early laps Stewart began to break 
away from Walker and Brown, taking advan- 
tage of their tremendous dice. Bartlett had 
moved up to fourth behind them, ahead of 
Goss, Lawrence and Moore, who was fighting 
off a hard-charging Leffler. Davison was back 


in last position, gradually dropping back after 
bending a front canard in the first lap “mad 
dash” to Toran 

‘On the ninth lap Walker succumbed to the 
flying Brown's pressure, spinning off 
Torana. He managed to get under way again 
without losing his place to Bartlett, and soon 
began to close on Brown, who was cutting back 
Stewart's 2 s lead. With the middle of the 
field spreading, on lap 12 Goss passed 
Lawrence for fifth and a couple of laps later 
Davison did the same trick to Moore and 
Leffler. At the halfway mark, Stewart had 

in increased his lead while 
Walker was back on Brown’ 
ever, soon after, Walker again spun, this time 
through the dog leg section of the’ track, 

the coneret 


as he accelerated away! The pair continued 
to fight it out for third over the next seven 
laps, until Walker hit the front under braking 
at the end of the main straight 

laces remained from this point to the end 

tewart winning by 4.7 s from 

Brown, who was 14 s ahead of Walker, then 
Bartlett, Lawrence, Goss, Davison, Moot 
Leffler and) McCormack. 


HEAT 2 


The second heat started out much the same 
as the first, although the start was delayed 
One minute while Goss’ crew fixed a loose 
yy bar and Cooper elected not to run. 
ind the leading Australian Lola trio were 
Lawrence (who, incidentally, not being an 
igible for “Gold 


On’ the second. lap, 
to last after a spin'at Torana, retiring after 
another spin later in the race when taken 
unawares by Bartlett lapping him. 

‘Stationing himself ahead of Brown and 
Walker for the rest of the race unchallenged, 
Stewart could see in his mirrors the youthful 
pair continuing their interrupted heat one duel. 
‘Again, this was shortlived, as at half distance 
‘a trail of off ‘main straight 
heralded Walker ‘Brown—now 
‘almost fully recovered from his shocking 1972 
Tasman accident—4 s behind Stewart and 

ining. 

Behind him, Lawrence had the edge on the 
dicing pairs of McCormack/Goss and Moore/ 
Leffler. Driving hard, like he does in sedan 
races, Goss kept the pressure on McCormack 
1d was able to slip by him on lap 19 while 
Tapping Moore and Leffler. Leffler, making. 
fall use of his little Bowin's (which will be 
fitted with a Repco-Holden for the Tasman) 
superior handling through the tight back 
Stretches of the circuit, went by the Elfin 
driver on lap 23, although his 
lived when. Moore passed him again 
laps later, By lap 24, Brown was only a lit 
over 1 behind ‘Stewart, but this was 
Tenathened to 2.1 s at the finish after he was 
baulked by the infamous Leffler and Moore 

"At the finish, Lawrence took a well-deserved 
third 12.5 s behind Brown. Goss was credible 
fourth a further 10.4 s in front of McCormack 
“Tail end Charlies” were Moore, who des: 
pite this also shows great promise in ANF1, 
And LeMer two laps down on Stewart. 

‘On the aggregate score of both heats, 
Stewart draws first blood of the “Gold Star” 
points score from Brown (Lawrence), Goss, 
Moore, McCormack and Leffler. And although 
the ANFI season has only just begun, Oran 
Park proved Stewart to be the man to beat 
in future rounds, with Brown and Walker 
the most likely men to do it. McCormack, 
however, can't be discounted from retaining 
his title. the little ML6 proving itself to be 
every bit the handler it was meant to be and 
given more development time will be at least 
2 match for the more powerful Loli 


MARK FOGARTY 


Gerard Larrousse headed the Alpine 1-2-2 at Enna. 


ENNA 


Alpine make 


Barring a complete disaster, or their with- 
drawal from the 2 litre Championship, Alpine 
Renault seem destined to carry-off the 1974 


Championship in the grandest way possible. 
Having won each of 


the preceding three 

ly domin- 
the Autodromo. di 
Pergusa In Enna on Sunday, finishing 1-2-3 
with Gerard Larousse winning comfortably 
in Equipe Switzerland ear, from the 
works cars of Alain Serpaggi and Jean- 
Plerre Jabouille, 

The Alpine easily won both heats finishing 
in 1-2-3 formation, with Chris Craft finishing 
fourth in each heat and fourth overall after 
4 great drive In the second race which almost 
saw him catch Jabouille. John Lepp in his 
Pedro Domecq Chevron Hart B26 was rapidly 
extching the Alpines In the first heat until he 
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than Chevron Cars, and 
's remaining. 


I 
with only five ev 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


‘As (s usual, only the works and leading 
Championship contenders make the long. 
dusty and. expensive trek down to the Auto- 
dromo di Pergusa circuit in Enna, Sicily, and 
this year was no exception, as from ar entry 
lst of 26 runners, only 1 arrived to compete 
the fourth round of the 1974 Championship. 

"A generous amount of five hours was 
allowed for practice during the two days prior 
to the race, and in almost unbearably hot and 
stifling heat, all concerned were seen to be 
applying huge amounts of Calamine lotion 
to. protect themselves from the Sicilian 
sun, which bore down temorselessly all three 
days. 

In the same race last year, Art Merzario 
had set fastest lap of 1 m 27.1 s, with Jean- 
Louis Lafosse claiming pole position on 1m. 
25.98. The F2 lap record stood to Patrick 
Depailier with a lap of 1 m 224 5, but 
nobody really expected the F2 time to be 
seriously challenged. How wrong’ they were! 

The first session was devoted to sorting 
gear ratios, wing and suspension adjust- 
ments, and as in the previous three Cham- 
plonship events, it was Alpine setting the 
Pace, with man of the moment Gerard Lar 
rousse recording fastest time with a lap in 
1m 24.7 3. Vittorio. Brambilla was next 
fastest, Is slower, and he was followed by 
the slim Art Merzario, making his return to 
2litre racing; and he lapped in 1 m 25.9 5 
in an Osella chassis fitted with a BMW power 
unit. Although a further four drivers got be- 
low last year's time, it was during the Satur- 
day session that things started to move, and 
in the relative cool of the evening. Gerrard 
Larrousse astounded everyone, by taking his 
Swiss Cheese Alpine Renault Elf around in a 
staggering 1 m 23.1 s to claim pole position. 
Larrousse hag no particular problems through- 
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sure 


out practice except when an ol! pipe became 


detached, though this was quickly rectified 
doing no damage at all 
For the fourth consecutive race, it was 


Alpine Renaults 1-2 on the grid, with Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille in the works machine re- 
cording 1m 24.1 5 despite a slight over- 
steering tendency out of the fast comers. All 
three Alpines were in almost exactly the 
same trim as ar Misano, except for fibreglass 
bibs fitted to the front ends instead of the 
more expensive aluminium ones 

ollowing the ne showing of John Lepp's 
Hart engined Chevron B26 at Misano, hopes 
were high for another good performance 
from the Pedro Domecq machine, and with 
Brian Hart on hand to supervise the running 
of his new mill, Lepp claimed third fastest 
time on 1 m 242 s after the rear end had 
been raised after first practice. 


Next up, 0.3 5 slower was Arturo Merzario; 
his BMW engine cooked itself during the first 
session and after another was fitted. Art was 
still not happy with his performance, com- 
plaining of bad brakes, and the engine, which 
Was reluctant to run cleanly. 

Despite a spin which saw him lightly 
glance the Armco, Alain Serpaggi headed the 
third row In the second works Alpine record: 
ing 1 m 25.2 s, and he shared this rank with 
Rafael Barrios in the second Domecq Chevron 
826 powered by a Richardson 1970 FVD, 
which lapped in 1 m 256 s. 

Row four saw Vittorio Brambilla in his 
sella Abarth on 1 m_ 25.7 s, although he 
and the rest of the Abarth drivers were again 
complaining of badly under-powered engines 
Cosimo Turizio in his Seuderio Vesuvio, Trt 
vellato BMW engined Lola T294 was quickest 
of the Lola runners recording 1 m 25.9 s, 
While the sixth row saw Jorg de Bagration’s 
Tergal sponsored Osella Abarth on 1m 26.3 5, 
and. Jean-Louis Lafosse’s Gitanes sponsored 
Abarth 0.3 s slower after a spin which resulted 
in him clouting the Armco and heavily damag- 
ing both ends of his car. Like Brambilla, both 
drivers felt their engines were far from good. 

Number one Abarth driver Chris Craft 
found himself well down the grid heading the 
sixth rank, with Chris's engine just getting 
worse and worse as practice continued, and 
although he was promised Brambilla’s. first 
Practice engine, the Italian opined that this 
was better than the one used on Saturday, 
and poor Chris was as despondent as the 
other Abarth drivers. It eventually transpired 
that Chris used the engine Brambilla utilised 
during the second session, this being far from 
competitive. Xavier Juncadella recorded 1m 
272s in his Tergal Lola BDG, but suffered 
from overheating problems. 

Another suffering from engine problems 
was Jean Ragnotti in the Antar March, and 
he lapped in 1m 291 s, and completing the 
grid were Christian Melville's PAI Abarth, 
Snd Fichera Emanuele in his bog slow BDG 
engined GRD. 


HEAT 1 


With the sun blazing down relentlessly, the 
Italians somehow contrived to get the first 
30 lap heat underway bang on time, and 
with Just one lap completed, Larrousse was 
aiready well ahead of his fellow Alpine 
drivers, and as the field streamed over the 
line for the first time, it was Larrousse in 
the lead from Merzario’ who made a typically 
rapid stari, with Jabouille and Serpagg) third 
and fourth, with the rest of the field in the 
order, Turizio, Lafosse, Brambilla, Lepp (who 
had made a’'rather bad start), Barrios, de 
Bagration, Ragnosti and Craft, with Junca- 
della straggling and soon to reure with dire 
overheating problems. Melville was already 
well back, whils: Emanuele failed to com- 
plete one lap, after crashing at the chicane. 

Merzario's “race ended on the third. lap 
when he crashed heavily at the back chicane, 
whilst one lap" before this, Brambilla was 
out, his engine having dropped a valve. With 
ten laps of the race gone, Larousse was 
Setting an incredible pace at the head of the 
field and was some 20 s clear of Jabouille 
and Serpaggi who were running nose to tal 
In second and” third. places. Barrios hai 
worked his way up. well to fourth, while 
fifth was being hotly contested by Lafosse, de 
Bagration, Craft and Lepp, who, after scream- 
ing through the field, had spun, but was now 
right back In there. The twelfth lap saw Bar- 
rios in trouble, for as he zipped down the 
back straight his nose section lifted, ive spun, 
and was forced to pit for hurried repairs. 
‘Thereafter, he ran at the back of the field, 


with his clutch also burnt out. 
For the last ten laps of the heat, Larrousse 
simply pulled farther and farther away from 


his opposition, and even with his tyres going 
“off,” he completed the heat 52.1 s clear of 
Jaboullle, who in turn was well clear of Ser- 
pagsi. Chris Craft drove a determined race 
to finish in fourth place, while team mate 
Lafosse finished fifth, 


HEAT 2 


Following the retirements from the first heat, 
just ten cars took t9 the grid for the second, 
and predictably, it was almost a repeat per- 
formance of the first, except that. for the 
first six laps it was ‘Jabouille leading. His 
lead was shortlived, however, for Larrousse 
took the lead on the next tour, and. from 
then on he led the race as he pleased, 
Having built up such a commanding lead 
In the first heat, Larrousse drove to orders, 
and although slowing towards the end, allow- 
Ing Serpaggi co get him in his sights, Gerard 
never bothered, and he ran out the 
easiest of winners to score yet another Inter- 
national victory. Although Serpagai's engine 
was running smoothly, and he was able to 
finish second overall, Jabouille was In trouble 
as the injectors failed to deliver petrol 
the correct rate. From_the halfway stage of 
the heat, the works driver was being rapfdly 
pulled-in by Turizio, Craft and de Bagration, 
but he held on to take third by just 0.2 5 
from Craft, with the Spaniard a further 06 § 
behind. Barrios finished in sixth place despite 
two spins, whilst Lafosse in his down on 
power Abarth could only finish ninth after a 
Spin necessitated a pit-stop, and Turizio spun 
Out of the race, clumping the Armco. 


CLARKE LEY 


BRSCC 
RENAULT 5 CHALLENGE 


arid of 
Renaults took off for eight laps of the Kent 
clreult, and after nearly 10 minutes of almost 
silent ‘racing, punctuated only by the squeal 
‘of Michelins, Maggie Anderson, the MRS pupil 


sce, ‘Maggie Anderson leading across. the 


The following Renault dealers will be happy 
to demonstrate the incredible Renault 5 


FOR RENAULT IN KENT WHEELERS 
E. G. PRITCHARD (NEWBURY) LTD. 


LONDON ROAD, BAPSCHILD, London Road, Newbury, Berks. 
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT Renault Distributor 
RENAULT 5 entrant for Hugo Shipley 


Renault 5 entrant for Keith Collier, 3rd at 
Cadwell Park, July 28th Newiae eae +) 
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RENAULT 5 
CHALLENGE 


TURNBULLS (AS) LTD 
23 Wolseley Road 
Milehouse, Plymouth 
Tel: Plymouth 53484 


© RENAULT 


When you buy Renault you buy service. 


GORDON KING MOTORS LTD. 


136-138 Streatham Hill 
London Sw2 


\ Tel: 01-674 0088 


ALSO AT 


Mitcham Lane 
London SW16 


-769 3133 
GORDON KING for all your RENAULT ENQUIRIES 


GOODMAYES MOTORS LTD. 


WHALEBONE LANE, CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX 
Renault Specialists & Dealers 
Would like to nanan 
wish their driver oa 
David Dickson 

a very successful 
season 


JAMES BARR 
& SONS 
(Engineering) LTD. 


DISTRIBUTOR IN ESSEX 


As sponsors of Stuart McRudden we wish to congratulate 
him on leading the Renault 5 Challenge series and wish him 
luck for the rest of the season. 


All models availabl 
Please ring for details. 
JAMES BARR & SONS (ENGINEERING) LTD, 
41 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford 


for demonstration at your convenience. 


BUTLERS MOTORS LTD. 


Torbay Garage, 


New Road, Brixham, South Devon 


Enter and prepare a Renault 5 for Brian Butler 
in the BRSCC challenge. 


BRIXHAM 2266 
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E. M. WRIGHT 


ROBERT STREET. SCUNTHORPE, LINCOLNSHIRE 


Uf, after a demonstration drive in a new Renault, you're still not 
quite convinced (which would surprise us!) then RENT-A- 
RENAULT before buying and be sure! The hire rates are only 
nominal and if you order a new Renault on your return your 
hire is free! 
Tel: Scunthorpe (0724) 2616 or 65752 


NETHERFIELD GARAGE 


VICTORIA ROAD, NETHERFIELD, 
NOTTINGHAM 


You've read about the fabulous Renault 5—now come 
and take a look. 


TEL: NOTTINGHAM (0602) 249 720. 


TONY LEVO! MOTORS LTD. 
24-26 SOUTHEND ROAD, 


GRAYS, ESSEX 
TEL: Grays Thurrock (0375) 76632-4. 
Most models in stock. Immediate delivery: 
Fully equipped workshop and bodyshop. 


Full after-sales service. 


JOHN POCKLINGTON LTD. 


SALTFLEETBY, LOUTH, 
Lincs. 
Hearty congratulations to Mick Hill on winning at 
Cadwell Park on June 26 


Everything for Renault in Lincolnshire. 


Tel : 050-783 701 


for Renault go to 


FRED GUY LTD. 


196-198 KING STREET, 
HAMMERSMITH, 
LONDON W6 


01-748 1313 


VICTORIA MOTORS (NEW BARNET) LTD. 


NEW BARNET GARAGE, 
EAST BARNET ROAD, 
HERTS. 


Prompt delivery most models. Large selection of new and 


L: 


JOHNSONS MOTORS (RUSHDEN) LTD. 


69/71 Washbrook Road, 
Rushden, Northants 


For all Renaults in Northamptonshire 
Demonstrations available 


Tel: 093-34 3221-3 


PARKHOUSE & CO. (HERTFORD) LTD. 


SOUTH STREET GARAGE, 
FORE STREET, HERTFORD 
Immediate delivery all models. 
Part exchange welcome. 

HP facilities. 
Demonstration vehicle available. 
TEL: HERTFORD (433) 2582-3 


used Renaults on display. Demonstration cars available. 
Tol: 01-440 8412 


FENBRIDGE MOTORS LTD. 


THORNEY ROAD, NEWBOROUGH, 
PETERBOROUGH 


Most models available for early delivery 
Demonstrator available. 


Tel: Newborough 073 123 625/6. 


for Renault go to 


CAMPBELL SYMONDS & C0. LTD. 


EMPIRE GARAGE, 
WESTERN AVENUE, 
LONDON W5 
01-998 1515 
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Purely personal 


Wouldn't it be nice 
if somehow rallying 
could succeed 
jin circumstances 
other than when 
the Death Threat 
was hanging over 
its head ? 


MARTIN HOLMES 


1 suppose rallying has been at some cross- 
roads or other ever since the sport was 
invented. It has always refused to die and 
never aliowed itself to be 0% Tt has 


It is this very precarious nature which has 
topped proper growth rt 

hind its rivals, It hag traditionally developed 
In whichever way was left open rather than 
by any intentional design, Last winter many 
things happened, and one of them was the 
Green Paper issued by the RAC. We have 
now reached a stage where various effects 
of the Green Paper are becoming apparent 


‘The fuel crisis gave a welcome breathing 
space for the suggestions of the Green Paper 
to be considered. In a rather haphazard way, 
the RAC have now formulated the proposals 
which they want made law, When the changes 
will be made law we do not know, for the 
timing depends upon 
but they will not be 
ning of 1975 in any case. But as anyone who 
saw a copy of the Green Paper will know, 
the proposals were very restrictive in nature 
‘They offered no forward thinking. They pro- 
posed rules on a national scale which took 
Iittle or no account of the fact that many 
problems were only parochial in nature. What 
‘aimed at achieving was a 
road rallying, and  sur- 
prisingly this has already come about. But do 
the proposed plans deal adequately with the 
situation? Dennis Cardell, initial organiser 
competitor 
considerable 


man of the Welsh Association of motor clubs 
believes not. 


We believe that the RAC has not shown 
enough forward thinking, and our association 
has been promoting and supporting a num- 
ber of ideas that we think will produce a sport 
that is acceptable. Last year there were 
limits on servicing which although they were 
unpopular at the time have now become more 
acceptable, as there are fewer higher 
powered cars, and on noise. Various Welsh 
events demanded a 78 decibel limit, and this 
dy working well. In over thirty North 
rallies this year so far there has been 
ferage just one complaint per rally about 
se. One too many, but a great step in the 
right direction. However there have been 
over one complaint per event about wild or 
Gangerous driving, and we are now working 
‘on this, We have instigated damage penalties 
‘and we demand that competitors stop at road 
junctions—even ‘slow" signs—for an ex- 
perimental period and we want to see if this 
‘will reduce the trouble. 

What the Welsh Association wants to do is 
produce a pattern for the future. With the 
RAC determined to press on with its own 
legal remedies for road rallying, all the asso- 

jation can now do is suggest ways and 
‘means that can be implemented through the 
Standing Supplementary Instructions—in 
other words, rules that only apply to events 
run by RAC affiliated clubs. They know they 
‘are not the only association determined to 
find a salvation for road events but they 
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feel they have a great opportunity of 
Initiative, for everyone's good. 

How has the watering-down been 
ted? Mainly by a wholesale reluctance 
leading drivers to. compete. on any 


taking 


road. rallies, and this in. turn 
no. result. of RAC action at 
With “this and the determined efforts 


of people like the Welsh Association one won- 
ders if the Green Paper is little more than a 
white elephant. Stage rallying seems to pro- 
vide a lot of the scope for serious rallying. 
but slowly another problem seems to be 
looming on the horizon. How equipped are 
organisers of stage rallies for the inevitable 
escalation of importance of their events? 

If only there could be a Great Awakening 
on the part of stage rally organisers to the 
opportunities that they provide, we could be 
fom the threshold of a most exciting era. The 
basis of any rally is the announcement of 
the results. If we can achieve a situation 
where the winners of the rally were known 
the minute they finished, we would command 
all the interest that the national and local 
mass media could offer. Why is football so 
exciting? Because you know who is winning 
‘at the time, Why js cricket so fully covered? 
Because detailed results are instantly and 
correctly available. You do know who will win 
a cricket match or a game of tennis until the 


minute ic is over, but it is still excellent 
sport for the papers. The same goes for 
rallying—save that organisers never gea 


themselves to a system of instant results, It 
is pathetic to hear someone as dedicated to 
rallying as Richard’ Hudson Evans say on 
Sunday Sport that “it looks as if Roger 
Clark will’ be declared the winner but 
coming in between racey reports of horse: 
facing from France and. motorcycling from 
aly 

‘Apart from this, what have been the trends 


A road rally sight lost for ever 


in rallying since the Green Paper? There 
has been more pressure than ever before on 
organisers for entries. One event, the Hi-Fi 
BTRDA championship event, was’ so heavily 
subscribed that the organising — club 
immediately starting making plans ¢o run 
another virtually identical event, limited to 


ted. There 
burdening of commercial interests at the 
stage rally level, which defrays all the extra 
expense that has become inevitable since the 
oll erisis, but there has been no active sign 
‘of movement on either the closed-road or the 
forest allocation front. Most of the cham- 
plonships seem to be working well, the 
Rational RAC series hag taken an Important 


step forward with the Group 1 category and 


the series itself is supported by a higher 
quality of entry than ever before. The 
BTRDA/CCC ‘series is well down market in 
quality, as Don Heggie’s win on the Arkell 
showed, but it ls training considerable nu 
bers of competitors how to go rallying 
in an organised way, for much less than It 
would cost in the RAC series. There are no 
definite patterns emerging from the Castrol/ 
Aurosrorr series for there have been Insul- 
ficient events as yet, but at least things 
seem to be going well, Funnily enough, the 
only real disaster has been the Ford Escort 
series, which this year has dropped its 
Involvement with road rallying. 

Despite what many people (Avrosront 
included) have said, there seems to be quite 
as much organisational responsibility. th 
days on the road events than anywhere 
else. But this seems to be the history of 
rallying all over aj 
the chips are down, when i 
the wall. Road rallying knows it has to fight 
for survival, and it is succeeding in doing 
just ‘that 


Two manufacturers’ cars, the DTV Viva of George Hill and the 


works Avenger of Colin Malkin, are scrutineered before the Gremlin Rally last year. 


27 


Road test 


Opel Kadett Coupé—Commodore’s 


well developed, — looking brother 


There is a considerable demand nowadays 
for small cars with good fuel economy, but 
with the looks and refinement more usually 
found in bigger machines. There are buyers 
who will pay quite a steep price for a rather 
exclusive litle car, but who object strongly 
to squandering their money on outrageously 
expensive fuel, The Opel Kadett Coupé is just 
the car for people with such requirements. 

‘Mechanically, the Coupé closely resembles 
the cheaper cars in the Kadett range, except 
that the more potent 1200S engine is stan 
dard, whereas it is an optional extra on the 
‘other models, Obviously, therefore, a man 
‘who was interested in getting value for money 
‘would go for the least expensive saloon model 
at €128461, rather than paying £1,533.68 for 
the Coupé. On the other hand, che buyer who 
is after a quality car in miniature will not 
begrudge the greater cost, 

‘The design is completely conventional from 
end to end. Yet, as in the larger 6-cylinder 
Commodore, the ‘resuks are altogether becter 
than would be expected. Double wishbone sus 
pension, with coil springs, is used in front, 
with an anti-roll bar and rack and pinion 
Steering. Behind, the live axle is particularly 
well located by ‘railing arms, a short torque 
tube, and a Panhard rod, again with coil 
‘springs and an anti-roll bar. Careful examina- 
‘tion of this layout gives no clue to the 
for the excellence of the roadholding and ride. 


2B 


al pushrod, 1200 engine is used, with thr 


ee main bearings, but as usual this 
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Road test 


Above left 


The body shape is rather attractive, 
especially in the pleasant shade of green 
chosen for the test car. The front seats are 
comfortable, with adjustable fully reclining 
squabs. An excellent all-round view is given 
fand the driving position is good, with sensibly 
placed controls, but one would expect to find 
& rev-counter "in a sporting litle coupé— 
otherwise the interior treatment is suitable for 
such a car, The rear seating is more than 
2+2 but a bit cramped for long journeys 

‘A conventional pushrod engine is used, with 
three main bearings, but as usual this proves 
fan advantage for fuel economy, the extra 
oll-drag of a five-bearing unit imposing a small 
penalty. As the gearbox has the same ratios 
fas the saloons and estate, they are fairly wide 
for sporting purposes, but the engine is per. 


scarcely notices this. Except at very hi 
the unit is rather quieter and smoother than 
most small “fours.” The level of road and 
wind noise is very low indeed, the latter 
assisted by the good fit of the doors and 
windows. 

For a car of only 1200 ce, the performance 
ls highly satisfactory, the ‘maximum speed 
being of the same order as that of the Alfasud 
and the Citron GS and the acceleration quite 
considerably better. The engine has plenty of 
torque for its size, so there Is no need co make 
excessive use of the gearlever, though the 
change is pleasant and the transmission makes 
little sound. A car which will exceed 90 mph, 
and from which most of its owners will obtain 
comfortably over 30 mpg, has the sort of 
Performance that many people want now- 
adays, The Kadett cruises particularly happily 
{in that useful 70 to 80 mph band. 

‘The handling of the little coupé is a joy, 


maxmiph2 
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the headlamps are well up to the car's speed potential 


Right, an excellent, all-round 


the wide tyres giving impressive cornering 
power while che sensitive steering transmits 
all the messages to the driver's hands. There 
is very little roll and though the initial under- 
steer can be converted to moderate oversteer, 
the rear tyres then hang on like grim death, 
refusing to break away. Perhaps the roadhold. 
Ing Is most Impressive in wet and slippery 
conditions, such as we had when the recent 
drought first broke, The ride is, of course, 
nowhere near as soft as that of the all: 
independent French cars, bu: considerably 
more comfortable than the harsh progress of 
most machines with live rear axles 


Powerful, smooth, and progressive in action, 
the brakes would cope easily wich more per: 
formance than the Kadett possesses in stan- 
dard tune. There is a sturdy handbrake lever 
between the seats, which holds the car safely 
on steep hills. 

‘The heater is easy to contro! and effective. 
The flapzype vents for breathing air are well 
placed in the centre of the dashboard and 
Can pass a large volume when desired. They 
fare assisted by air extractors in the rear 
Quarters and, in addition, the back windows 
open outwards at their rear edges, which is 
much appreciated by canine passengers. The 
headlamps are well up to the car's speed 
petential and the reversing lights are strong 
enough to show up hidden snags in the dark. 

kk is on long journeys particularly that an 
economical car is appreciated, for a large 
vehicle doesn't take long to use £10 worth of 
petrol these days. Though the little Opel has 
fan engine of only 1200 cc, & has a lugeage 
boot that would not disgrace a big VB. It is 
us @ most suitable car for serious travelling, 
cruising easily m the highest speeds that 


disgrace a big V8. 


Though the little Opel has an engine of only 1200 ce, 


view is given and the driving position is good. 


many people dare to use. 

Under the bonnet, there is a surprising 
amount of space all round the engine, acces- 
sibility being excellent in consequence. Many 
fleet owners prefer cars of classical concep- 
tion, with a front engine and gearbox, a prop- 
shaft and a live rear axle. Their preference 
is on the grounds of cheap and quick servic 
ing and certainly some of the “advanced” 
designs can be brutes to work on, not to 
mention the cost of things like constant velo- 
city driveshafts, which the “old-fashioned” 
cars don't have. 

The Open Kade:t Coupé is a car of classi- 
cal designs, which seems to have most of 
the advantages of machines of futuristic con- 
ception. Que how it has been done, 1 don't 
know, but this new junior is a worthy baby 
brother to that excellent Commodore. 


it has a luggage boot that would not 
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OTTERSHAW MOTOR CO LTD 
OPEL MAIN DEALERS 


Full range of new cars available from stock. 


SPINNEY HILL (A319), 
ADDLESTONE, 
NR WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 
Tel: 01-719 2514/2326 


MOST MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 


os for Opel 
IMMEDIATE N REGISTRATION DELIVERY. 
DEMONSTRATIONS WELCOME 
HP FACILITIES, SALES, SERVICE, 


PART EXCHANGES 
PHONE NOW 01-843 3551 


VICTORIA ROAD 
SOUTH RUISLIP, MIDDLESEX 


Largest exclusive 
Opel dealer in Hampshire 
Assuring you of our best 
om attention at all times. 


SOUTHAMPTON ROAD HYTHE HANTS TEL: HYTHE (04214) 3036 


ROUNDABOUT CAR CENTRE 


(GREAT WESTERN MOTORS) 
SHEPHERDS HILL, 
705 LONDON ROAD, READING 


COME AND TEST DRIVE OUR 
DEMONSTRATION KADETT COUPE 


IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 


TEL: 0734 63 333 


Team up with 
a winning 


OPEL 


We a totally 

Bandara “Ascone “with 

no performance modifi 

cations. At the FOMC 

Festival Stages we come 26th in the face of farce competition 
from 120 cars 


Be first in your class and drive an Opel from 


|T. BRADY & SONS LTD 
A) cork ce eee 
=. | BAral (0229), 24000 


royol(olyc | 


ora. DEALER OPEL TEAM 
WHERE TO BUY YOUR 
NEW KADETT 


FOR THE VERY BEST SERVICE IN SALES/SERVICE/ 
PARTS AND COACHWORK IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Largest stockist of spare parts for Opel in Herts: 
Bodywork facilities with universal chassis _jig- 
Servicing facility with the latest equipment and a 
comprehensive stock of new and used Opels for sale. 


\ our Kaperts 
— START AT 
“ose we 
(1200 cc) 
inc VAT 


Demonstration car available 
Immediate delivery 


McGILL AUTOMOTIVE LTD 


101 HOLYWELL HILL, ST ALBANS, HERTS 
Tel: St Albans 65756/7/8 
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SNETTERTON 


Tim Gath is pursued hard by Tom Hudson and John Allen in the Super Visco F1300 event. 


Low Cost—High Value 


‘The 750 Motor Club's “ Low Cost meeting at 
inetterton on Sunday set a standard in terms 

yntertainment which all the remaining 
‘meetings this year will be hard pressed to 
match, Every race produced its quota of fine, 
close racing; there were lap records in ali 
but one of the eight events; the weather 
stayed dry and, thankfully, no serious accl- 
dents occurred. Despite murmurings of a 
boyeott from certain club members following 
the July 14 tragedies the entry for the meeting 
was very full. However one hopes that the 
RAC soon decides on the course of action for 
modifications at the Esses before a further 
serious crash occurs there. 

Although a full second under his record 
in practice for the 750 Formula race John 
Richardson was very worried as to whether 
4 duff gearbox would stand the strain of a 

rt. As feared the lever leapt out of 

\d_his DNC staggered off the line 

by the next three rows before 
starting a classic charge through the field 
Indeed, Richardson almost didn’t make the 
first lap for he nudged the rear of Mike 
Chittenden's Libra, damaging a mudguard 
which obligingly stayed on until the cooling 
down lap. To make up ground on David 
Newman (DNC Mk 5) who had been steadily 
clreulating in the lead, Richardson first had 
to squeeze pasta determined Lyn Evans 
(Centaur) and Rod Hill (Mystic), looking 

Imost every lap under the 
bridge. The lead changed continually in 
the closing laps, usually between Esses and 
Pits but Newman led through the swervery, 
round Coram and down into Russell where 
both encountered back markers which allowed 
Richardson to slip through and win by the 
“D" of a DNC. Evans pulled off with the water 
jure on 110°C leaving Hill. in third 
place and elevating another marvellous dice 
into fourth between Tain Millar (DNC) and 
Mike Whatlev's Marlin, 

Bryan Small's immaculate Tecno ran away 
with the Hydron Lens Trophy Monoposto 
Championship race and with the aid of a few 
short cuts across the second apex of Russell, 
took no less than 2.8 5 off his lap record. 
David Coombs’ Manta-Renault, sporting its 
latest airbox tweak. held second place through- 
out but in third Nigel Jones (RTW), who had 
looked equally secure, was gobbled up by 
‘Alan Baillie, making up for a late start due 

‘@ suspect clutch, in his Viking 


p 8 with overheating, 
ahead of Jones but the latter charzed i 
the Viking on the last lap nudgin~ Baillie to 
‘one side to regain third at Russell with Baillie 
‘a surprised fourth. 

Tim Gath started and firished the Super 
Visco F1300 event with a large lead but io 
the middle of the 10 lap event it looked as 
if his eighth win might elude him. To all 
intents he is now the class champion apart 
from the remote mathematical possibility of 
another driver matching his total wins and 
Gath failing to score again. However, back to 
the plot and with Gath’s U2 circulating well in 
the lead we concentrated on the dice between 
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Ron Sadler (Centaur) and Tom Hudson's 
Hudson and watched the rapid progress of 
John Allen's latest creation through the pack 
from the rear of the grid. Gath, likewise, was 
not watching his lead and suddenly he almost 
didn’t have one. Hudson and Sadler had been 
caught by Allen and all four cars were 
together. Gath pushed down the welly but 
couldn't shake off Allen. We looked set for a 
photo-finish but lap 9 saw Gath on his own 
with Hudson missing and Allen rolling into 
the Paddock with no oll pressure. Hudson, who 
like Allen took the lap record away from Gath, 
had stopped at the Esses with suspected run 
big-ends. Sadler's car also sounded off-song 
atthe finish, 

‘The Mini 7 Championship race was the usual 
story cf large and small snarling groups of 

Fs falling over themselves around the circuit 
‘witness the number of wheel-marked doors. 
‘Once the early leader, Alan Corbishley, had 
slipped down the field with a flapping bonnet 
the lead dice featured in the main three Bins, 
the Lawrence car of Geoff Gilkes. Chris 
Tyrell’s Calbrook version and the Swiftune 
entry of Graham Woskett. Tyrell briefly found 
‘a way past by using the dirt at Riches but 
apart from his challenge the race belonged 
usually to Gilkes and by the end he was 
ahead by a comfortable couple of seconds. 
Woskett was caught on the last lan by Hugo 
Hoyle (Oselli). Hugo Shipley (Piper) also wa 
well up in the early laps but retired with 
broken fuel pump. Geoff Larrington had 
brace cf rolls at Riches after hitting the 
sleepers but only bent the car, not his person. 

‘She's done it at last ! Lorina Boughton made 
a fabulous start with her GRD in the Low Cost 
Racing F4 race while poor Nick Crosslev's 
Ensign sat and spun its wheels. While Lorina 
huilt up a lead, Crossley took four tans to work 
his way into second but still couldr’t find a 
way past the GRD. Suddenly both were 
missing and it was Eddie Heasell’s Mono which 
was the new leader. Crossley had tried for the 
inside tine at Sear. found there wasn’t one. 
they touched and both cars spun, the GRD 
limping around to the pits with a puncture 
where the red-headed Lorina exoressed her 
feelings regarding male drivers while Crossley. 
also with wheel damage stopped in the out- 
field. Heasell had to work very hard for his 
win for three cars strained up the slope from 
Russell towards the flag with Fergus Tait, 
Brabham-mounted this week, just failing to get 
‘a nosecone in front and’ Roy Lewington's 
Lotus. only another yard behind the Mono. 
Grossiey brought the F4 record down to the 
same time as the Formula Ford one. 

‘The Clubmen's Supersport race showed why 
this catezory continues to grow in spectator 
appeal for the racing was fast and furious 
and at one time, no fewer than five cars were 
contesting the lead. Once again we had an 
early leader being engulfed by several 
challengers, the victim in this case being Peter 
Cooke's U2 which found itself surrounded by 
Malcolm Jackson, David Orbell, Derek Cooke 
—all in U2s and Bob Cuthbertson's Drummond, 
Cuthbertson was the first to quit the action, 
spinning the Drummond to a halt under the 


Esses bridge and failing to refire the motor. 
lan Bracey's Ibec also had been moving up 
when the rear end’s handling went awry, 
Jackson led from lap 5, but always under 
pressure from Orbell and Peter Cooke, until 
lap 9 when he came up behind a very slow 
backmarker in Russell and almost lost it under 
rapid braking. This was the chance Orbell had 
waited for and the Stallwood car was through 
and held on for one more lap to win by a 
Second and equal Noel Stanbury's lap record. 
Russell Dell and Alex Boyle continued their 
Mini Miglia scrap of two weeks ago only this 
time Dell kept his Ripspeed car on the tarmac 
to score a well deserved win. It seems hard 
to believe that he is in his first season of 
Facing for he fought back well after an 
indifferent start, resisting challenges from Phil 
Jchnstene and John Hazell before the lead: 
Swopping started between himself and Boyle 
in the frantic last four laps. Boyle's Lassman 
car always had the legs along the straights 
but, apart from Riches, Dell was the master 
through the corners and emerged on to Coram. 
for the last time with several lengths advan: 
tage which he held to the flag. Johnstone 
retired his Mini with a broken piston while 
even the third man Hazell's car was smoking 
heavily In a race with a very high retirement 
rate due to mechanical breakdowns, Most 
unfortunate were the three Tollgate cars all of 
which retired, Tom Hurn holding fourth place 
for a while until the fuel line broke—again! 
David McCullum (Van Diemen) scored a 
very narrow victory over Lou De Marco 
(Merlyn) in the final race of the programme 
with Jeremy Rossiter’s advantage of 0.4 § in 
the new Reynard being almost as close for 
third place over Phil Dowsett's Titan. This 
quartet had been part of a larger gaggle which 
was solit when Chris Ings missed a gear in his 
Van Diemen causing the similar car of Rob 
Orford to spin and Richard de la Rue to hit 
the Armen at Russell avoiding Orford. A rath 
subdued Glen Eagling (GES) took fifth aheac 
Of Inge while Orford regained his seventh spot 
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Rally record 


by John Davenport 


L ~ We passed down 
the ditch felling 
number of small 
bushes until we 
came to a track 
that crossed it: we 
were bumped up 
into the air by the 
impact and crushed 
a small mailbox 
before we landed 
on the road.” 


One of the most frequently asked questions 
Ford Rally forums and the like usual 
from some Dracula-like figure that 

in the shadows at the back of the 


In a voice that would do credit 

yall, “Are you ever scared ? 
For the drivers it is an easy question to answer 
and they can. pass some facile remark. like 


‘Only when he's driving” or 
asleep.” The co-drivers on the panel, me 
Included, usually look amazed that anyone 
should ever think that 4t was possible to get 
Worried over what is going to happen inside a 
rally car, and then spend at least ten minutes 
explaining why any normal man would be a 


When I am. 


white haired gibbering wreck after so much 
as a mile with one of their drivers on & 
special stage. 

T have to admit that there have definitel 


been times when T have felt that serious 
inlury and a cert i 


Inevitable and have consequently been scared. 
That usually happens for a very short 
accident has already begun and will be over 
shortly, When I went off that precipice on the 
Monte Carlo Rally with Tony Pall, 1 doubt 
very much if I would have known that it was 
happen at all If he had not drawn 
m to the fact that we were leaving 
with a few well chosen Yorkshire 
expressions thrust di e Intercom, It was 
then over so quickly that I hardly had time 
torbe scared. The occasions on which I have 
been scared for considerable lengths of time 
have usually been due to knowledge of 
Imperfections in the car rather than any 
doubt in the driver's ability. 1 once rallied in 
& very ancient ex-works 850 Mini which on 
One cceasion shed a wheel leaving just the 

nave attached to the drum. The driver tu 

tutted and said that it often ha 
d'to the spare, but I did mot 
that rally 

to the 1000 Lakes this year, 
1 suppose cf all the rallies in the world, this 
Is the stage event with the fastest and most 


spectacular stages and is consequently one 
Of the more moving experiences for a co-driver 
One of my acquaintances compared ‘its effect 


to that cf a strong laxative, but if 1 
my preview of the event a couple of weeks 
ago when I. mentioned its effect on such 
hardened. vertebrates as Henry — Liddon 
Gunnar Palm and myself back in 1970, you 
probably realise that to sit in-with @ top 
Finnish driver on that event is a rather special 
exnerience, I had done the event twice before, 
both times with Simo Lampinen in Lancia 
and Saab, we had finished third and fourth, had 
two accidents including a roll, and 1 thought 
that T knew just about how" this particular 
cookie of the rallying world did its crumbling 
Nothing could have been further from the 
truth and Tam now prepared to let you have 
a preview of what I'can say at motor clubs 
in future when Dracula poses his favourite 
question: 

‘Yes, I have been scared. 

It started during the testing we did about 
two weeks before the 1000 Lakes was due 
to be held, T had gone straight to Finland 
after the Tour of Britain by fying to Gothen 
burg on the Tuesday evening where I met 
the Dunlop boys who had taken Hannu’s 
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contract Capri that far for me, and then 
driving through the night to Stockholm where 
T caught the boat for Turku. Hannu and I had 
started practising at once for although he had 
been driving the stages himself for some 
weeks, he now wanted to write pace notes 
which I would attempt £0 read back during 
the rally as a constant check for his memory. 
After a few days, we talked to Timo Makinen 
on the telephone and it was arranged that 
we should do a tyre and wheel test on a 
private road near Mr Mikkola’s dad's summer 
house early the next week. The business 
about the wheels was that for the first time, 
Peter Ashcroft and Timo had got together 
and decided to try fifteen inch wheels on the 
Escort. Timo had been pushing for this deve- 
for about a year and now was 

a very happy man as he realised 

times of one to two seconds a kilometre 
were possible with these wheels. It 

take long to convince Hannu either for 

nly did he drive the car and pronounce 

it quicker on those wheels, but he stood out 
Fide and watched Timo and said that he could 
See that the car was going quicker through 
‘One problem that this decision threw up 
immediately was the question of tyres for 
Dunlop were used to making all thelr Escort 
tyres in a thirteen inch size and we now 
couldn't find just the size we wanted from 


A different yump for Mikkola in goal at the 
football maich. Per Eklund looks on, mouth 


for Saab, Porsche and Volvo. Fortunately 
Dunlop have an arrangement for testing and 
development with the Finnish firm of Nokia 
who are the boys that came up with the 


Hakkapellita all those years ago and at a 
ime when we needed a fairly thin, cross-ply 
winter tyre in a fifteen inch size, guess who 
was able to come up with a ready supply 


With most of the stages on very loose gravel 
we used these tyres quite = lot though the 
Dunlops were better where there was little 
surface gravel and a good bonded dirt surface. 
Te was during this tyre test that it became 
apparent to me that our two Finns were not 
only dead keen on beating guys like Stig 
Blomqvist and Markku Alen but had a pretty 
healthy desire to defeat one another. 1 shall 
recap and tell you that Timo had won the 
event four times and Hannu three before this 
Year's event and that the leading Helsink! 
Paper prefaced its report on the rally by a 
headline written in the sort of type you would 
Use for the outbreak of World War Three 
which said Mikkola and Makinen 4-4." Any- 
one would think that they were football teams 
that met for an annual derby fought with the 
sort of elan normally reserved for Wembley 
¢ Twickenham. Anyway, Henry Liddon and 1 
tthe message quite clearly and the sensa 
fon it evoked can best be described as a 
Teaden feeling in the base of the stomach. 
Before the rally, we thad to be in Jyvaskyla 


A touch of the 


rborne opposite locks for one of | 


for at least three days to satisfy the curiosity 
of the Finnish pressmen, appear ina football 
match and. sort out our rally cars and get 
them scrutineered. This three days Is sheer 
hell for the drivers and co-drivers for the 
build-up of tension can be felt and seen like 
a Dartmoor mist. Drivers stand around at loose 
fends waiting to see another driver and then 
waylay him in the fashion of the Ancient 

fariner and apelibind him with tales of thei 
new car of even run through a couple of tests 
bend by bend just to show how good a prac: 
tle they have done. The attempts to out- 


They're the winners! One of two series of shots 


The winners had quite q moment after such a 


psyche each other occasionally reach extreme 
Proportions and I can remember the year when 
Ktso Aho was driving his own Mini Cooper S 
‘and went around listening to his pace notes 
‘on a tape recorder even In the night club. It 
may not have helped him a great deal but it 
certainly got the others to bite their nails a 
bit more. 

We went out for the whole of one night— 
it only lasts three hours at that time of year 
“Land tried the rally car and found everything 
‘OK except that the brakes were mainly on 
the rear. This is usually adjustable by 


1g the cornering styles of Makinen and Mikkola (below) 
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balance bar fitted between the two master 
cylinders but the range of adjustment was 
‘not enough. The poor mechanics set to work in 
the morning to try and trace the fault. The 
rear servo was changed, and then the front 
one. Then it was suspected that one of the 
master cylinders was wrong and that was 
Changed. But all this was to no avail and the 
brake balance was still too much to the rear. 
Finally, they took the whole system out of 
our rece car and when Hannu tried it out 
with Gordon Spooner, Hannu pronounced the 
brakes OK and Gordon pronounced himself 
weak-kneed 

When all the waiting was finally over and 
we could get on with the rally, both Hannu 
and I felt quite confident that we had all the 
pre-rally problems licked and it was now 
Question of going out and playing the annual 
Finnish football match to see if the score 
was to be 5-3 or 4-4. All this hearty confidence 
Tell apart con the first little stage round the 
Ski slopes of the Laajavourl Hotel when we 
found that the demon in the brake circuits had, 
Without any outside assistance, decided that 
we should have all our braking effect on the 
Tront right-hand wheel. Just how this should 
have come about is a mystery to all but 
happen it did. The boys bled the brakes and 
after full shifting of the balance bar we got 
Some of the brakes to the back and at least 
even balance right to left. But those d-m 
things were never right again. Our little 
gremlin made sure of that for, thourh there 
was no leak in the system, the pedal was 
Soft as candy floss and throughout the event 
Hannu was not s0 much heel-toeing as knee. 
foeing while the left foot took most of its 
time off from the clutch pedal to keep the 
brakes pumped up. This little problem added 
to the buwness of keeping ahead of as many 
f the other people in the rally as possible 
meant that the frst few stages passed rather 
hairily but without having much effect as we 
were thinking so hard as to what might have 
gone wrong with the brakes that there was 
Tittle time for other feelings. 

Hannu was sure that It was something 
simple that we would find after a couple of 
Service points but. after much looking and 
fiddling and no result, T could see his atti. 
tude begin to change. To start with, he had 
Said that soon we would have the brakes 
fixed and then we could start to pull back 
time on Timo and Stig. Then we did the two 
Jong stages of Ehikki and Ouinpobja on each 
Of which we lost 8 # to Timo. Incidentally, 
even our time was some 30s quicker than 
the fastest time from last year which should 
give you some idea of the pace. Tt was then 
thet Hannu realised that in all probability 
the braking Gremlin was not going to be laid 
fand he determined to drive the car quicker 
than the others no matter what. This is the 
sort of thing which would be impossible in 
facing and possibly fatal in Formula One, 
but in rallying where the driver is left very 
Tnuch to make his own decisions and set his 
wn speed with nothing to guide him but his 
own experience, determination allied to skill 
can often produce the results 

Tt could be sufficient to say that we did 
fastest time on the next two stages and by 
the halfway halt had cut Timo’s lead and out. 
distanced Alen, Blomqvist. and Lampinen. 
However, to do this, Hannu had changed his 
technique entirely and was now committing 
himself to corners much faster and when 
there was a necessity for strong braking, he 
was starting it that much earlier, I need 
hardly add. that this business about faster 
cornering was not actually designed to make 
2 poor co-driver feel entirely at ease. You see 
1 would read out “long flat right maybe" 
which usually is worthy of at least a lift to 
Set the car ups bit, but now the worthy 
Mikkola ‘was getting all such off as flat 
without any reservation, Don’t get misled and 
think that we were travelling slowly either 
for on one long stage we were pulling 8700 
rom in fifth gear for close on to a minute 
which I calculate to be 118mph and is de- 


signed to make more than just the hairs on 
the back of your neck stand up. 

T have not yet done a 1000 Lakes where 
we didn't leave the road at least once and 
this was the case once again though, I am 
glad to be sble to report, that it was at a 
fonsiderably slower speed than the one T 
fust quoted. We got a bit deep into a left 
hand bend on stage 10 which had a big jump 
on its exit and the late braking had not 
Killed our speed sufficiently to Prevent us 
Tanding not in the road but in the ditch. 
‘According to eyewitnesses In the persons of 
Motor's David Hardcastle and photographer 
Hugh Bishop, we passed down the ditch 
felling a number of small bushes until we 
came to a track that crossed it; we were 
Bumped up into the air by the impact and 
Crushed a small mailbox before we landed 
on the road. They further claimed that Hannu 
Changed down in mid-air ready for the 
Sweeping right-hand bend that followed but 
That sounds a bit exaggerated to me and I 
can only attribute it to shock, for a couple 
Gf minutes earlier, Mr Bishop had been using 
that very mailbox as a prop for his camera 
equipment, 

AL the end of the first half, though we 
had caught back a little on Timo, we would 
not have been leading if he had not been 
penalised 80s for speeding. Fortunately, we 
Rad a broken speedometer cable and had 
been crawling through every town and speed 
Timit to, make sure that we were on the 
right side of the law. This Is one of thor 
Unfortunate things but without such rul 
there would be no rally in Finland and it is 
the price that one must pay. The second half 
of the rally was thus going to be a fight to 
fee if Timo could catch us and he got a 
ood start when we had the gear selector 
fam on the very first stage out of the town. 
The mechanics took the lever out to try and 
free it but without success and we did the 
next stage with no lever and running only 
in third gear. Before the next stage they 
had to take the whole gearbox out and change 
the selector mechanism on the top. This led 
to a whole lot of stories that we had changed 
the gearbox especially from the Swedes who 
Seem to thrive on scandal and it rather took 
the wind out of thelr sails when the seal on 
the gearbox was checked and found to be 
correct. 

"Anyway, that had cost us another 128 and 
Hannu set his determination to work to save 
the situation and our lead, He drove bril- 
Hlantly. using his knowledge of the roads and 
contrel of the car to the utmost. I was trying 
my best to help with the pace notes but they 
Seemed almost superfluous until on one occ 
Sion T actually got lost on them and a rel 
tively calm voice came into the earphones 
telling me to look at the notes not the road. 
Never was an instruction complied with so 
fast or 0 gratefully! Hannu set a string of 
fastest times 30 that by the end of the short 
night. it was clear that we could not be 
overhauled — barring accidents, Thus we took 
{ta bit easier over the last five stages though 
feven then we got two fastest times. By thi 
fime, I could be sald to be enjoying the ride 
even if the rate of progress had not slowed 
Very much. The ability of these top Finns to 
judge how a car will react as it goes over 
2 brow or through @ dip with the centripedal 
force affecting the grip either adversely oF 
favourably 4s just unbelievable and all you 
can do is sit there and develop what amounts 
to religious faith, 

1 hope you don’t think from all this that T 
4id not enjoy the 1000 Lakes. We had 
Soper car which proved to be a winning one 
Gespite our troubles and T am afraid that 
being at least mildly scared seems to be part 
fof the deal for any co-driver on this rally. 
‘Anyway, Me Liddon, Mr Palm and Mr Daven- 
port now have a pretty exclusive club of non- 
Finnish co-drivers who have won the 1000 
Lakes Rally and I would advise anyone want- 
ing to join t contact Markku Alen without 
delay. 
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John Lepp in the Chevron B26 in which he 


well up in the European 2-litre championship. 


John Lepp: Britains 2 Litre ace 


A profile by DAVID GORDON 


In the frantic quest to discover the next all- 
British superstar of the moment we tend all 
too often to take for granted the capabilities of 
a number of drivers who have established 
themselves outside the spottit single seater 
formulae, but whose efforts contribute as 
much to the prestige of British motor racing 
abroad as do the exploits of a handful of 
Grand Prix starlets, 


runner in European 2-litre sportscar racing 
‘since he won the British Sportscar champion: 
ship in 1969 at the wheel of a Chevron BS 
with a BMW javing remained faith- 
ful to Derek Bennett's company for most of 
his career he has contested the European 
2-litre series since Ks conception and with 
his works backed Forge Mill Chevron B26 
he is currently lying a close second to Alain 
Serpaggi's works Alpine in this year's 
championship. 


Having said all that 1 must restrain myse! 
from describing Lepp as a "forgotten hero 
because conclusions arrived at by journalists, 
‘no matter how well meaning, are not always 
right—even if they do make good copy. No, 
John Lepp has fourd a niche that sults him 
‘and he's perfectly happy to remain where he 
is: “I have achieved out of motor racing 
everything I wanted. I like doing sportscar 
racing. To be really good at motor racing 
you've got to desperately want to prov 
Something. I don't feel that I've been. ov 
looked. Everything that I've 
achieved through my own effort 
you'd better forget this profile, hadn't you? 
So much for the power of the press! 
Although John’s prime motivation in motor 
racing has always been ¢o prove his ability 
to himself, he's nevertheless impressed a lot 
of other people on the way. He may not 
need the constant acclainy of th 
Keep him going, but his gritty and determined 
driving frequently stirs the adrenalin inthe 
pens of his racing. Paul 
report of the recent Misano 2- 
is typically enthusiastic about 
another superb drive from Lepp.” “ While 
Alpine took the honours, John Lepp in the 
works assisted Pedro Chevron B26 
fought like a hero, in both parts encountering 
gearbox, tyre and’ understeer troubles plus & 
dose of bad Italian organisation. 
ways been keen on cars ever since 
* said John, opening the 
story of his life in an encouragingly typical 
manner. “We all used to meet ard talk 


ers 


about cars we’ being John and 
friends Colin Wild and Graham Park)" 
We all thought we were God's gift to driv. 
ing. ‘There was a sprint at Wilmsiow and we 
‘all decided that we'd go to Wilmslow and do 
this sprint.” That was in 1961 and that first 
along with a few others and_ hill 
that followed, John tackled in a Peer: 


wasn't competitive.” There was no 
clination to race whatever, though 
I didn’t want to race because I considered 
It to be very dangerous.” 

The next year he bought a Lotus Elite 
and continued with a few sprints and bilk 
climbs locally, and then in 1963: “I decided 
1 would buy an Elan and I wert to see 
Rodney Bloor and ordered one of the first 
Pre-production Elans and added a 140 bhp 
Cosworth—fully imagining that I could drive 
Ht on the road. When I got it Rodney told 
me that I couldn't drive It on the road and 
I'd have to race it.” Reluctantly he was talked 
into the idea and set off on the 120 mile 
journey to Cadwell Park for his Srst race. 
Neither John, Colin nor Graham had. any 
experience of towing trailers and it took them 
five hours to get there. “We were terrified 
it was going to jack-knife or something.” He'd 
hardly driven the car let alone raced it, he'd 
never seen Cadwell before and it poured with 
rain all day. “I've never been so terrified” 
said John, pausing for a hysterical laugh. "I 
never saw anyone all through it. I decided 
it was just stupid.” 

However, the following week he practised 
second fastest behird one Derek Bennett in 
an Elite at Aintree. “Of course I was tre- 
mendously impressed by all this. 1 really 
thought I'd made the scene” mused John. The 
car broke its driveshaft while he was iying 
second in the race, but he still remembers 
that day as“... the one thing that really 
encouraged me." Very soon after John 
crashed at Mallory ard for 18 months or 50 
the damaged car was left to decay. It was 
rebuilt at the end of 1964 by Robin Gordon, 
who had been Rodney Bloor’s mechanic until 
his retirement and was to keep John's racing 
car's ticking for the next six years, By that 
ime. however, the lightweight Elans were 
riving on the racing scene and John had no 
hopes of being competitive. So at the end of 
the season he bought one of the Chequered 
Flag Elans and scored his frst win in 'a GT 
race at Aintree. “I thought it’ was all 
incredible. The Chequered Flag car was 30 
far ahead of anything I'd ever driven before. 


tt was easy. 1 just went round breaking 
records everywhere.” Having had another 
laugh at the apparent arrogance of that state. 
‘ment, John decided that it was purely because 
the car was good, backing his point up with 
the story of 1965 when everybody had light- 
weight Elans: “All of a sudden I stopped 
breaking lap records.” 

“In September I went to Aintree and had 
colossal accident and it rolled over in the 
sky" continued John, bringing out a photo- 
graph of a disintegrating Elan coming’ in to 
land with Lepp arms flailing to get out 
through where the roof used to be. “I don't 
really look at that picture too often.” 

In 1966 John won seven or eight races in 
the Elan: “Then one day I had a ‘phone call 
saying would I like to buy a Chevron because 
they were going to build three. I watched 
Peter Gethin go round in it and 1 was s0 
impressed that I decided to have it.” So, 
John Lepp took delivery of the second 16007 
Chevron B3 (as it was later to be catalogued) 
and set up an association with Chevron cars 
that was to give both him and them some 
of their best results. Lepp spent the remaining 
couple of months of 1966 getting used to the 
Chevron: “Then in 1967, 1 became a 
national hero and 1 won the Motoring News 
championship—through being incredibly con: 
sistent, never being very quick.” Now there's 
@ sentence that displays the conflicting Lepp 
senses of humour and modesty if ever there 


In fact John won 17 races that year, 
claimed numerous lap records and kept Colin 
Chapman scratching his head and. issuing 
harsh words to John Miles who couldn't get 
the Lotus Components Lotus 47 to beat this 
Prototype from Bolton (where?) that was 
driven by a Cheshire jeweller, prepared part- 
time by an engineer and kept in a lock-up 
garage behind a row of shops. Once the Lotus 
finally sorted, Miles was 
Lepp, but that was more thai 
said for the host of privateer 47's, Ginettas, 
Nomads, Nathans and the like that followed 
blue Chevron home throughout the 
Although his determined driving had brought 
him wins against strong oppostion and resulted 
in his winning the MN championship by no 
less than 23 points, John remained quick to 
Praise the efforts of Robin Gordon and always 
spoke extremely highly of Chris Steele who 
modified the car's Cosworth Mk 13C “TC 
midway through the season so that John 
reckoned he was getting an extra two seconds 
@ lap on most circuit 
am fed up with club racing but cannot 
afford to enter the international field, ‘which 
said Lepp in a 
aper interview at the end of that 
year. Although not. wildly successful, 1968 
did prove John's first stepping stones onto the 
international scene, however, largely due to 
the beginning of a six-year association with 
John Bridges, who had just become a director 
of Chevron ‘Cars. “He just came up and 
asked me would I drive a car with him.” 
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‘The original idea was that as they’d both 
bought new BG Chevron GTs they split the 
Tong distance races between the two cars. 
‘But then his B6-FVA was so much quicker 
than everything else that It was too good to 
miss” and so all the shared drives—BOAC 
500, Nurburgring and Spa 100K and 
Nurburgring 500K, were done in Bridges’ car, 
with both cars being used by their respective 
rivers in shorter races at home. They finished 
17th overall in the BOAC, 18th at Spa and 
sixth in the Nurburgring 500K and John's 
appetite for long distance sportscar racing 
had been well and truly whetted. 

‘The Bridges/Lepp arrangement continued in 
1969, but John Lepp also bought a new 
Chevron B8-BMW for himself to compete in 
the RAC British sportscar championship. At 
the Martini International he was sixth overall 
fand second in his class and at the Oulton 
Park Tourist Trophy he won the 24litre divi 
sion in finishing fourth overall. After a break 
for the Nurburgring 1000K, in which he made 
fan ignominious exit in a first lap tangle, John 
returned to Britain for an RAC win at Mallory 
Park ; followed it up with a class win at Croft 
and. suddenly found himself second to 
Charles Lucas’ Porsche 910 in the champion- 
‘ship, two points adrift with only one race to 
go. That was at Thruxton and John was only 
Readed across the line by the Lola T70’s of 
Denny Hulme and Frank Gardner, which 
meant that he'd again won his class and was 
British sportscar champion, 

‘At that point Lepp parted company, albeit 
temporarily, with Bridges and commissioned 
Les Redmond to build kim a prototype sports- 
car, Until it was ready he raced a BS 
Chevron bought two years old from George 
Pitt. and some consistent driving saw him 


leading the RAC series again after four 
rounds, When it arrived the Spectre, as 
Redmond's car was called, faced stiff 


‘opposition from Derek Bennett's new B16's, 
but John still managed to finish an excellent 
third overall at Croft's July Interserie round, 
beaten only by Helmut Kelleners’ S-litre 
March and Jurgen Neuhaus’ Porsche 917, and 
beating John Burton's Chevron B16 to win 
his class, However, the Spectre was dogged 
by. development. problems for much of the 
‘season and John's results didn't really live up 
to his reputation ‘ended the season 
frustrated, but still eager to prove that he 
could make the grade as an international class 
Griver, "I desperately wanted to improve and 
Tve always felt that you go through a stage 
where there are always people who are 
Better than you are. Half way through 1971, 
that one little bid that I'd always been look: 
ing for. suddenly arrived. 1 don't know why 
‘and I don't know how. I did a race at Brands 
‘and was as good as all of them. I was then 
‘as competitive ax I'd always wanted to be.” 

Perhaps what spurred John on to releasing 
his full’ potential was the advent of the 
European 2-litre series, which he contested 
throughout 1971 back in a Chevron—this time 
a B19 owned by Yorkshire garage owner Der. 
ick Buller-Sinfield. By the end of the season 
he'd scored a third, a fourth and a fifth and 
he'd become an established member of the 
European circus. 

John still had things nagging at him though. 
He'd found the form he'd been searching for 
in sportscars, but he'd never raced a single. 
seater—a so called “real” racing car. He'd 
found something else that needed proving. A 
deal with Bob) Howlings saw John at the 
wheel of a Chevron B20 Formula Atlantic 
car at the start of 1972, therefore, and he 
Started the season demonstrating that he 
meant business by setting a lap record at 
Brands Hatch as he chased Vern Schuppan 
to second place in the Yellow Pages support 
race to the BOAC 1000K. When the car ran 
Fight, John showed that he could hold his own 
with’ the best of them and in August he 
beat Schuppan to win his first Yellow Pages 
race at Croft. “I did Atlantic and T liked 
‘Atlantic. I proved something to myself. I felt 
maybe it was time I drove something else.” 

‘At heart though, Lepp was still more at 
home in a sportscar and driving Buller- 
Sinfield’s B19 he managed to fit in three 
European rounds, doing best at Dijon where 
he finished third behind Arturo Merzario and 
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The second year with the Elan. 
hillelimbs. Here, at Harewood in 1964, he set BTD. 


Dieter Quester. He continued in Atlantic half- 
heartedly into the beginning of 1973 and then, 
just when giving up was becoming a serious 
Consideration, John Bridges re-appeared on 
the scene and invited him to join John Burton 
ina pair of Red Rose Racing Chevron B25's 
for an all-out attack on the European 2-litre 
series. John was delighted and the season 
Began weil as he led Burton home to a sensa- 
tional 1-2 team victory at Ricard. Another 
win followed at a non-championship event at 
Estoril and he was second in the 2-litre 
found at Misano, Unfortunately, just when 
John seemed absolutely on his top form, Lola 
brought out thelr 1292 and the Chevron 
suddenly became an outdated motor car. It 
was still basically the four year old B23 
Updated a few times and it just wasn't quick 
enough anymore. The early season successes 
petered out as @ result and at the end of the 
Year John Bridges wound up Red Rose Racing. 
Nevertheless, John finished fifth in the drivers 
table at the end of the series which was some 
indication of just how well he'd been driving. 
For 1974 Roger Hire came up with the 
Forge Mill Chevron for John to drive and 
has undoubtedly been the top British compet 
tor in the European series this year. Why 
doesn't he become a professional driver 3— 
“Because I earn too much as an amateur” 
comes the cynical reply, But he's not really 
that cynical at all. He jus doesn't quite 
possess the confidence or the drive to want 
fo become a professional driver. The business 


he and his brother Jim run, now has six 
jewellers shops as well as operating a whole- 
Sale manufacturing company which hi 


You can't race 
ibe here an awful 


grown bigger than the shops. 
forever—and the shops wil 

Tong time,” comments John, realistically. “1 
give far too much time to motor racing 
how which I really shouldn't do. I don't really 
think that I'm good enough to earn a living 
at it anyway. | have always suffered from 
@ lack of confidence in my ability to do 
anything ever since I started racing—what's 
so marvellous about being a full time racing 
Griver? 1 do it because I like doing it. 1 likt 
driving racing cars and I like the travel, and 
I'like the people and I like the different way 


RAC sports car championship in 1969. 


and despite many circult races, 


‘At Thruxton, in the Chevron B8, Lepp vanquished all class opposition to finish first in the 


Lepp still took part in 


of life. But, it's a very small world—lots of 
it is very false, My motor racing to me Is 
escapism.” 

‘More than anything it is that need to 
preserve his escape route in life that stops 
Sohn Lepp accepting anything more prestigious 
than he has done already. He can justify 
his racing as fantasy, but not as reality. “To 
step out of a racing car and think that you 
have done something really special has got 
to be the best feeling there is. But, I think 
that to risk your life in a motor car Is just 
being bloody silly. I lke continental racing 
I'feel that driving sportscars is what T was 
meant to do, I just seem to be in a complete 
rut" (The self-mocking laughter creeps back), 
ST take my motor racing very seriously—t 
think 1" 

John Lepp went motor racing to prove 
something to himself. He's just about done 
everything he wanted to achieve and that’s 
all the recognition he wants, “I feel I'm very 
fortunate to be in the position I'm in now. 
Fve got a drive—it’s a good deal, it's a damn 
good team. We get a lot of help from Chev- 
fons and it’s a cracking good car, I'm very 
happy with what T've got.” There are still 
some ambitions left onthe horizon though. 
Ta like to win a 2-itre round on merit 

I'd like to drive a Sitre sportscar, but 
i'm not too bothered . . . I'd like to win the 
European 2-litre championship. That 1 would 
like to do. But 1°d like to do it on merit,” he 
adds to stress what is almost obsession with 
hot winning just because you're consistent 
and everyone else breaks down. 

Driving as well as he Is at the moment, 
John must be in with an excellent chanc 
of ‘winning the drivers’ championship this 
Year and accomplishing his main ambition, 
but how much longer does he see himself 
facing if he doesn’t? “I will carry on racing 
Until 1 go off. I have got to the stage now 
Where I wouldn't race if I had to race my own 
car. Til go on racing until T haven't got 
anything “to. race.” Then the conflicting 
impulses start catching up with him again 
"i don’t know whether 1 could. I didn't want 
to start really... I think racing gets in your 
blood doesn't it and that's it. 


Jim Crawford tries to squ 
Morgan follows closely. 


MALLORY PARK 


Johnny Nicks’ Organ’s points 


‘With a substantially revised motor car John 
Nicholson stormed back to the top of Formula 
Atlantic at Mallory Park last Sunday despite 
& weary engine in the Pinch Plant Lynear. 
‘The race marked the takeover by Southern 
Organs of the hitherto unsponsored MCD 
lub championship and the strains of Harold 
‘Smart at his electric organ echoed across the 
lake during the afternoon. The Hagley and 
Distriet LCC were In charge under Clerk of 
the Course and prod sports exponent Geof 
Till and after a rather shaky start (0 prac- 
tlee, the racing programme ran. so: smoothly 
that the last race started well ahead of sche- 
dule, Unhappily this had to be stopped after 
‘8 fearful accident to Geoff Farmer whose Imp 
Went out of control when trying to pass Jeff 
Ward and Richard Longman, neither of whom 
Tort any wy to blame. The car, thudded 
Into the Armco an through the alr 

wreck, 


severe Injury to one hand. 
‘Two British Oxygen Formula Ford heats 


set the ball rolling, Richard Morgan. winnin; 
the first in his customary manner with the 
Southern Organs Crossle 25F, which must 
have made the new Atlantic sponsors even 
happier. The group dicing for second com- 
prised Frank Hopper in the other Crossle, 
Syd Fox's Hawke DLI1 and Mike Young's 
‘Tricentrol_ Van Diemen until the Irishman 
bumped Young off at Gerards. Fox got away 
in the confusion while Hopper was caught 
but not quite passed by Keith Wilson's Jamun 
TB, Rupert Keegan's Hawke DL11 and 
Taylor's Van Diemen in a very close fin 
Under the record in practice, Patrick Neve 
sole the show in the second heat, winning 
in a faster time than Morgan with the 
ShellSport Lola 340. His pursuers were 
closer than Morgan's, however, being chiefly 
Bernard Vermilio's Van Diemen and Stephen 
South's Ray. South led most of the way 
but Vermilio scrabbled past at the Esses on 
the last lap and just kept the advantage to 
the line. John Crowe's front row position in 
his Meriyn Mk 25 was totally negated on the 
first lap when he was hit in the rear at the 
hairpin by Richard Hawkins's brakeless Dulon, 

1¢ Merlyn sustaining a broken radius arm 
‘and the Dulon carrying on and just scraping 
Into the final. 

The over 1-litre Simoniz special saloon race 
was the fastest ever seen at Mallory and left 
even the redoubtable Gerry Marshall a little 


ze inside John Nicholson's Pinch Lyncar at the hairpin while Dave 


breathless. Old Marshall's Almanac had pre- 
dicted a win for Nick Whiting, and so it wa 

the All Car Equipe Escort FVC gradually 
Opening up a gap and looking decidedly 
steadier than the DTV Firenza which Marshall 
dm Kerwards had never been round 
circuit so quickly before. Had these two 
not hurried as they did, they would certainly 
have lost to two cars from the 10s mark, 
Tony Hazlewood's Daf and Ian Richardson's 
mighty Th-litre Corvair. The Daf driver was 
on top form, with the Chevrolet always a few 
yards back to keep him on his toes, and 
‘established a new saloon car record at 99.59 
mph on his way to third place, only just fail- 
ing to catch Marshall in a tremendous Ia 

‘The 1300 class wa: 


with no clutch to take a class third 
while Greg's engine seized. Motospeed's bacon 
was saved by Nigel Clarke, having tis second 
win of the weekend in his Cooper S. 

While the others have accidents and off 
days, Richard Cresswell has quietly developed 
into ‘one of the fastest drivers in the Club- 
men's Formula with his very effective Phan- 
tom. Vernon Davies started out as leadinj 
Parsuer of the Phantom in his U2 while name- 


Those two saloon protagonists were at it again on Sunday, Whiting beating Marshall 


sake John was removing both his Bladon and 
Noel ‘Stanbury's Gryphon from the race by 
spinning on Stebbe Straight after a long 
session on the grass. Neither driver was hurt 
in a rather spectacular accident which hap- 
pened all around Dick Mallock, driving a new 
U2 Mk 15 with a broken collarbone, after 
writing off Steve Russell's previous one at 
Ingliston a couple of weeks ago. With the 
shunt safely negotiated, Mallock set about 
auling in Vernon who’ waved him through 
at the Esses in untypical fashion. Why? "I 
bought a new diff off ‘im yesterday and ‘e 
made sure it was leaking oil all over my rear 
tyre!" Frank Sytner finished a subdued 
fourth in his U2 while the 1-litre/FF cl 

victory go to Mallock employee Alex 
fon the last lap after Mallock patriarch Arthur 
hhad been to courteous to Mallock Junior and 
yavies at the Esses and left 

enough for Ferrada too. 
Team Camborough U2 was running a bitza 
Holbay after Mondello which expired and 
handed the lead of the class to Arthur Mal- 
Jock on the fourth lap. Dick Mallock’s chase 
of Cresswell saw him break the lap record, 
not bad going in a brand new car and with 
& broken collarbone ! 

Fourteen Atlantics practised, many with an 
eye on the next John Player round in two 
weeks’ time. Maintaining his record of pole 
positions was Jim Crawford, still short of 
cash to run the second SDC March 73B des- 
pite all that has appeared in the press 
Fecently. Equalling Jim's time of 42.65, 0.68 
under Alan Jones's recent record, was John 
Nicholson in his revised Lyncar which now 
Incorporates much thinking from the Fl car 
including lightweight shock absorbers, new 
front bodywork and new wheels. The mods 
had only been tried briefly on. Silverstone 
Club Circuit when the race engine blew 
the well-used Rent-a-Motor was hastily re- 
possessed and fitted. On 42.88 was Mallory 
expert Dave Morgan with ‘fth gear prob- 
Jems in the Custom Made Chevron B25/27 
while Matt Spitzley's very smart Rapid Move- 
ments March and Alan Jones in the Custom 
Made March 74B shared a time of 43.03, 
and the second row. With a revised nose on 
the Wella March, Ted Wentz reflected that 
equalling the lap record was only good enough 
to put him on the third row. 

Both Nicholson and Morgan got away well, 
while Crawford lagged and found himself 
squeezed out, almost favouring the pit road 
then the track as they headed for Gerards 
There the Lyncar went ahead while Craw- 
ford forced his way into second and Morgan 
fell into third, these three already drawing 
out a gap to Wentz, who had made a superb 
start from the third row, For about five laps 
Crawford was able to keep the pressure on 
the leader but then he tried “a big swooper” 
at the hairpin, locked everything up and lost 
the tow but not second place. As the race 
progressed, the car's handling deteriorated 
until Jim was having “the big Ronnie Peter 
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sons" at every corner. It was enough to keep 
Morgan, hampered still by a reluctant fifth 
gear, behind but Nicholson was assured of 
Victory. Wentz was almost caught by Ray 
Mallock in the Chequered Flag/John Wing- 
field Brabham BT40 for fourth, the two cars 
‘only separated by a second at the end, while 
Jones, with a flat engine, used every F3 trick 
to keep a dismayed Cyd Williams (Eden BT40) 
out of sixth place and salvage a single point 
Spitzley and Peter Wardle’s Surtees completed 
the unlapped finishers, Ken Bailey's first out- 
ing with a brand new Lola chassis was 
plagued by irritating problems from a broken 
halfshaft in practice to a punctured carbur- 

fer float and clutch failure in the race. 
Nicholson and Morgan shared a new record 
of 42.85 

‘The FF final was Neve's all the way, the 
Belgian pulling away from the start’ and 
setting a new lap record of 49.6 s. Morgan, 
Vermilio and South disputed second, the 
Crossle driver hampered by a troublesome 
second gear which caused him to lose the 
place to his two adversaries on lap four at 
Devil's Elbow. The willy Vermilio clung on to 
‘second after that while Morgan retrieved third 
Until South got It back again in a frantic 
last lap, the Ray and Crossle crossing the 
line as one. 

‘John Evans won the mod sports race in 
his Ark Racing Elan from a field which con: 
sisted mainly. of the lesser lights of this 
Glass of racing, Bryan Litherland’s yellow E- 
type took second ahead of Robert Craig's 
MGB but this was a race mainly for the 
competitors, all of whom enjoyed it and 
none. more’ so than the two local Europa 


drivers Rod Gretton and Colin Blower, who 
came very close to mutual involvement dur- 
ing their internecine strife for fifth behind 
Gordon Howie's class-winning Midget. 

"The I-litre Simoniz event began as a mag- 
nificent three-way struggle for the lead be- 
tween Geoff Farmer, Jeff Ward and Richard 
Longman. The last two completed most of the 
second lap literally side-by-side, which moved 
Gerry Marshall, with whom ‘Ward is dis- 
puting the overall championship lead, to 
mutter that if Jeff could take the Esses like 
that, he could have the championship! Tt all 


turned sour with Farmer's accident at the 
fend of that lap and the race was stopped. 
On the restart, Ward and Longman got at 
it again but the edge seemed to have gone 
‘and then the Imp's engine bearer broke, hand- 
ing Longman's Mini-Ford a comfortable vic- 
tory. Longman domination in the 850 class 
eliminated itself when Peter Day and Neil 
Dineen tripped over each other at the hairpin 
‘and left the way clear for David Enderby's 
Pole Position Mini. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


Shang. stasiewend 


OULTON PARK 
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Richard Bond begins his spin at Lodge on lap one, but recovered to finish second. 


wet win 


Cheshire CC promote once a year, the club 

‘gain being plagued by very nasty weather 
but coping admirably with the seven races, 
aided by = very high level of driving throug! 
‘Out the afternoon which resulted in remark- 
ably few incidents. But then the Formula 
Fords only numbered 13! 

‘John Chatham led the Charles Spreckley 
race for the first two laps in his current Big 
Squealey, hounded at an ever reducing 
distance ‘by the lightweight XK120 of John 
Harper. Harper took the lead at Esso on lap 
three and stayed in front to the end, driving 
Very well and suffering a severe soaking in his 


open car. Chatham was half a minute behind 


atthe end but securely ahead of Reg 
Woodcock’s TR3 which won the intermediate 
class after a dispute with the very rapid, ex- 
John MacDonald Morgan Plus 4 of Aubrey 
Brocklebank who, on his first visit to Oulton, 
earned a front row grid position and drove 
very spiritedly until the clutch rod bent 
left him stirring the gearbox, although hi 
finished fifth behind Michael Crowther’s 
XK120. This Jaguar had caused consternation 
at the start by twitching very sideways and 
fudging Robin Gray in Chris Lawrence's 
famous Morgan Plus 4. Something went awry 
with the Mogele, necessitating a plug change, 
but things went very much worse on the last 
Tap when a rod came through the block. Also 
out of luck was Alan Ede, whose TR2 
Closing in on Woodcock's later Triumph when 
ft ran. out of petrol on the penultimate lap. 
One of the best sights was David Preece, the 
rallycross king, driving his very light’ but 
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ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES 
(HOLBORN) LTD. 


JAYBRAND NOMEX 


1-piece Tasi: £68.45 
1-piece single. £36.30 
2-piece single £38.50 
Blue or orange 

above £3.30 
Nomex undervest £6-60 
High neck £7-15 
Pants i £6 -60 
Nomex ballaclava (M and L) £4.35 
Nomex faci ee £2.75 
Nomex soc! M and L) £2.20 
Nomex extra long socks (S, M, 

and L) iv £3.25 
Nomex gloves : 

3 layer (S, M, L and XL)... £10.45 

Clubman (S, M, L and XL) £6.10 
Nomex 2-layer boots (blue) ... £11.00 

£14.30 
£15.40 

MECHANICS’ OVERALLS (red, 

blue, yellow or orange) ...... £11.00 
WESTOVER 
S-layer laminated blue Nomex 

QDR hv siise ceesedz5 0025010. 
FPT 
1-piece double-layer suit (grey) £93.50 
1-piece single. suit (blue 

OF OFBNGE) ooeeceeccecevecceees, £60.50 
2-piece underwear (S, M and 

Se aoe £46.75 
Indianapolis gloves (S, M, L 

BAILY) os ahecseas, caves vs £17.32 
Ballaclava (Universal) -... £8.25 


M and L) 


PLEASE GIVE WAIST, CHEST, INSIDE 
LEG AND HEIGHT FOR ALL SUIT 
MEASUREMENTS. 


JEFF WARD 
TRAILER BOARDS 


5, 6 & 7ft Complete with 
triangles, 6 metres of cal 
from .. 


10% oiscount purine august 


Prices include VAT and postage except Pit signalling kit 
Why not come and see us at our new shop next door to our current premises 


10-12 PROCTER STREET, LONDON, WCIV 6NX 


Telephone : 01-242 3080 


BELL HELMETS 


Star (64-74 in ith sizes) £35.20 
Magnum (64-74 in ith sizes) €29.15 
500 RT (64-74 in ith sizes) ... £23.65 
Star visors (Clear, green and 

yellow with or without snaps 

for peaks) £2.20 
Star nip offs forS £1.65 
Star stud kit 66p 
Fog-tree anti mist 66p 
Bell helmet bag " £6-60 
Bell helmet and kit bag £9-90 
Magnetic pit signalling kit £19.25 
Ri triple-sequence stop 

watch board £14.30 
GRIFFIN HELMETS 

Grand Prix ...... £40-15 

Open face £850 
IGD 


2mm Safety visors (Bell Stars) 
c nom, 5 
Green & Yellow £4.38 


Bendix Blue Top fuel pump ...... £18-63 
Varley green top battery £29.70 
Varley white top battery £24.20 
(Callers only for betterien) 
Battery Master Switch £7-21 
Bilsom Ear defenders ........... £4-95 
Bilsom Ear plugs (10 prs) £075 
HEUER 
Three-crown watches for Robo- 
timer board from £12.65-£26.07 


Micro split digital stop watch £104.50 
588.401 Taylor action stop 
‘watch ~ £50.49 
512.402 split action stop watch £47.52 
Other watches on request 


Number roundels and squares 28p 
Numbers ... 3 10p 
Set of 10 each nos 0-9 £7.15 
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almost brakeless Aston Martin DB4 into sixth 
‘overall, the car's antics at certain corners 
more in keeping with a Mini! 

‘The usual Triplex Group 1 crowd were put 
well and truly in their place by mod sports 
man Jon Fletcher who never looked back 
fafter a fine start from the middle of the front 
row in his Camaro which is now finding some 
real form. Malcolm West led the vain pursuit 
in his Camaro, bearing the Brunt of the Vaux- 
hall onslaught from Derrick of that ilk in 
his Magnum, Bob Saunders was ferreted 
out of fourth place in his Dolomite 
Sprint, first by Rex Greenslade’s Magnum 


and then Brian Pepper's Camaro, these 
two cars crossing the line _ together 
with ‘the Camaro. driver never really 


finding his wet weather feet after a snakey 
start from pole position. In the Avenger class, 
Peter Slade was pushed out of the way after 
leading at one point and Alan Minshaw won 
when Bill Sydenham’s spurt, which had taken 
him from third to first in class, mysteriously 
faded on the last lap. Simon Watson's Imp 
was squeezed out and extinguished at Old 
Hall on the first lap, leaving Alan Green: 
halgh’s Honda Civic to take the honours. Now 
Watson is thinking of a Clvic to replace his 
written off Imp. 

It chucked it down before the next race, 
for historic sports cars, which saw some flerce 
machinery on the grid’ but thankfully it dried 
‘ut as the race started. To the astonishment 
of many. possibly not least the man himself, 
Robert Cooper took the lead in his Lister- 
Jaguar of Jimmy Clark fame and maintained 
itv against the challenge from one of his 
other cars, the HWM-Jaguar HWM. 1, which 
Richard. Bond was wielding. Richard spun 
at Lodge on the first lap, which made his 
patron's lead even larger, but recovered in 
fifth place behind John Beasley’s ex-Jim Hall 


‘sive. all-enveloping | Fra: 
Replica and David Childs in David Mulrhead’s 
ex-Jack Sears Lister-Bristol, As the track 
dried, former Lotus Eleven driver B 
showed fine form in his powerful brute with 
which he took over the lead at Knickerbrook 
on lap 4 when the gentlemanly Cooper waved 
him through. Bond gave chase, passed Cooper 
two laps later and seemed to catch Bi 
fa little, but the Lister driver was equal to the 
Challenge and took a well-earned win. Cooner 
red third with Phillips fourth but Childs 
lass (the Frazer 


Nash being cla 
Beeson's RSK Porsche which was terrorised 
by a challenge from Terry Harrison's Lot 
Eleven, which had come right up from a 
delayed start by the second lap, into motoring 
much more rapidly so that Childs was well 
caught by the end. 

‘The Lombard North Central F3 race was 
something of # disaster for the works Marches, 
‘and one or two others as well. The fun bezan 
when Brian Henton t 
prise on the warming up laps 
to swerve into the rear of pole position man 
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Second and third men in the Triplex race chase out of Deer's Leap. We: 


Mike Tyrrell, who had gone very well in his 
ex-Tony Brise March 733. The bump broke 
Tyrrell’s oll radiator so that he ground to a 
halt at Druids at the end of an oil slick 
Santo lined up with his brakes covered in 
lubricant while Henton arrived very late after 
stopping to fix a broken fuel injection rod. 
He failed to stop his engine in the rush and 
then jumped the start, a trick emulated by his 
team mate Jose Chateaubriand on the second 
row. This earned them 70 s penalties but the 
March pit were not informed until the race 
was two-thirds over. Although Brian imme- 
diately reduced his lap times, there was no 
chance of pulling out @ large enough lead 
in the distance remaining and he was relegated 
to sixth. A protest afterwards was to no avail 
So victory went to Brazilian GRD driver Alex 
Dias Ribeiro from Nick von Preussen's March 
733 which had passed Chateaubriand at Old 
Hall on the last lap and was only 0.8 s behind 
Ribeiro who was 13 s behind Henton. With 
Chateaubriand’s penalty relegating him to 
seventh, Derek Lawrence was classified third 
In the Ehrlich ahead of Tony Rouff, whose 
GRD had broken mounting points and con- 
sequently had diabolical handi'ng. Indeed the 
‘American was almost caught by the later 
GRD of Marcos Moraes on the last lap. Santo 
retired after five slow laps. 

Willie Green's fine drive has already been 
mentioned although it almost never hapnened 
So heavy was the rain as the flag fell. An 
Carly challenge from Allan Brownlee’s Lotus 
53B soon faded when it soun at the top of 
Deer Leap, just like Mike Costin did when the 
car was new 11 years ago. Brownlee carried 
fon racing, losing few places until the engine 
became water-longed and finally ground to a 
halt at Knickerbrook on the last lap. Paul 
Weldon’s first drive in the Mirage GT40 was 

‘ccomplished as one would expect but he 
could do nothing about Willie, and neither 
could Mike Salmon. who was a hard-trying 
but rather rueful third. John Harper showed 
superb self-control in keeping the ex-Keith 
St John McLaren MIC pointing the right way 
and going quickly enough ¢o take fourth ahead 
of some smaller cars, the best of which was 
the Lola-Climax of Rupert Glvdon, driven not 
by the owner but one Michael  Ostroumoff 
having his first-ever motor race, which was 
quite’ an achievement. John Webb in 
Brownlee's Lotus Elite won Its class, taking 
sixth overall and just beating Brian ‘Baker's 
Lotus 23B on the last lap after both had 
earlier lost time spinning. 

‘The modern stuff returned with a round 
of the well-supported Esso Uniflo Special 

faloon championship. The conditions favoured 
the smaller cars generally but at first it was 
the ‘well-driven ‘Unibrass Escort BDA of 
Welshman Dave McCloy which led until the 
diff started powr-lokking at the wrong 
moments. Nigel Clarke's Motospeed Cooper S 
went ahead and there it staved to the end 
by a fair margin from the Wesley Cooper S 
of Bob Fox which crossed the line side by 
Side with the very rapid Imp of Geof Farmer, 


leading Brunt. 


although we couldn't quite tell whether the 
Farmer got the Fox in the end! Tony Straw- 
son's Capri could only manage sixth in the 
conditions, behind Dave Hancock's Cooper S 

‘ord, but still won 
s after McCloy's retirement and stays 
ahead in the championship. 

‘The idea of swelling the F3 race with 
Formula Fords was objected to by the F3 
teams so an extra race had to be added on at 
the end of the day. Stuart Baird's Sunfight 
Merlyn Mk 24 led for a lap but there was no 

ign of the sun s0 its flight was halted by 
Ed Wilcox in the Pegasus Van Dicmen. Ed 
stayed ahead chased by Canadian Danny 
Burritt in his new Dulon MPISB while Bai 
attempt to repass Burritt at Esso on the 1 
Tap ended in a spin but no loss of third 


position, 
1AN TITCHMARSH 
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Williams, Jock Robertson, Roger Bell and Derrick Brunt follow 
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Cozy cops out 


By CHRIS MASON 


Tom Belso and Lella Lombardi put on a fine 
show In the Radio Luxembourg Trophy For- 
mule Libre race at Brands on 


Luxembourg “Pop” day, " which 
attracted what looked to be a rather small 
crowd for one of these well-publicised pro- 
motions. On the whole the racing was good, 
with numerous Iap records falling, and with 
Brian Henton taking the Lombard North C 
tral F3 points (and the lap record); Rob 
Wicken (U-Hire/Maidstone Service Station 
Merlyn-Minister Mk 17A) collecting, maxima 


collecting another win with 
the Minilite Lola-DFV 7280 in an excellent 


Brian Gibson of “ Geordie.” 

‘The Britax Production Saloons started the 
ball rolling, with the unusual sight of John 
Cooper sitting on pole position in the BMW 
3.081, ahead of the Camaros. The start was a 
bit fraught as Cooper made a very slow 
away while Bob Saunders made an absolute 
flyer from behind Cooper on the third row, in 
the Dolomite Sprint, to slot in behind the 
Camaro of Brian Popper (bearing signs of 
recent strife) at Paddock. Pepper opened up 
an immediate lead while, amazingly, Saunders 
held off Brian Rice's Cars International 
Camaro for over a lap. However, the inevit- 
able happened and Rice and Cooper soon took 
up station behind Pepper, only for Rice to 
spin out of contention on lap seven. Pepper 
was reported to be leaking oil but was 
allowed to continue to an easy win from 
Cooper and the hard-trying Saunders. Derrick 
Brunt, the series class leader, won the ever- 
torrid’ Vauxhall battle in the Hendon Way 
Motors/Sports Cars Ltd Magnum by 0.8 5 
from Barrie Williams’ GN Firenza, with Roger 

|, standing in for the holidaying Rex 
Grenslade, another 1.45 farther back in the 
London Car Radio Centre Magnum. Despite 
coming into contact with Rice's recovering 
Camaro, Noel Edmonds had an excellent race 
in the Motorcraft Willment Cortina GT, finish- 
ing just behind the main Vauxhall battle and 
ahead of the slowing Jock Robertson. Alan 
Minshaw’s Brands luck was out again and 


0 
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he spun the Demon Tweeks Avenger out of 
the class C reckoning; series-leader Bill 
Sydenham (A&M Records Avenger GT) win: 
ning the class by 0.65 from the Dairy Tops 
Fruit Yoghourt car of Peter Slade. Alan Green- 
halgh (ADM Business Systems Honda Civic) 
won the “bargain” class from Tony Stubbs’ 
Condors Moskvich, but the latter's team-mate 
Peter Jopp dropped out with plumetting oll 
Pressure. 

‘The hitherto rather uncompetitive 3-litre 
class in Modsports racing has really come to 
life this year, and this was readily apparent 
in the well-supported non-championship EMI 
208 race. Alas, Win Percy was unable to take 

front row spot in the Samuri Datsun 
@ practice accident had made a nasty mes 
of the rear of the car. Nick Faure was having 
‘an outing in the rorty Ryford Porsche 911, and 
he shot away from pole position ahead of 
Richard Jenvey's Polaroof/Frank Glover Elan. 
Faure soon opened up a reasonable gap, and 
held it to win from the very fast Elan. Star 
turn was that of the Greek driver " Asterix 
in the SHARP/Ashtune, ex-Larrousse Porsche, 
who came steaming up from the back of the 
grid to third place ahead of Peter King's 
Gamelle Fashions El: 
Paddock (King 
work all over again, the rapid “ Asterix 
still managed fifth place behind David Hipper- 
son's JK Sportscars MG Midget and Roger 
‘Andreason’s' Marcos GT. Back in seventh 
place, astern of Richard Gamble's Allard 
‘Supercharged Midget came Alan Broad who 
was at the wheel of the silent black Porsche 
which had been entered originally by Cartune 
for John de Stefano. The small class was 
rather short of competitors and was won by 
John Wilmburst's Whitegates Service Stati 
Sprite, while the two-car over S-litre cl 
‘went to Patrick Keen's Morgan Plus 8. In the 
first race three class records fell: this time 
Faure and Jenvey set new class times, Faure’s 
& new outright Modsport record. 

Most people now had a bit of a rest while 
seven intrepid caravan racers partook of the 
latest round of the Repco Caravan Racing 
Championship. Without ‘the efforts of John 
Heppenstall (see reports of previous rounds) 
it was all very orderly, with Andrew Higton 
(Vauxhall VX 4/90—Balley Prototype) leading 
all the way from the very experienced Tony 


Peatfield (Ford Capri-Bessacar-Milano). The 
race was perhaps best summed up by the 
official bulletin— Race Incidents: Nil.” 

Despite racing at Oulton the previous day 
there were a dozen Lombard North Central 
Formula 3s ready to go over 10. laps, 
although there was some doubt as to whether 
this distance qualified for the championship, 
There should have been 13 but Jose Santo 
damaged the front end of the Santa Clara 
March 743. in practice. Unfortunately, the 
one Oulton casualty was Tony Rouff with 
the GRD 373. Mike Tyrrell did well to put 
the Tony Roles Racing March-Nell Brown TC 
733 on pole position, but the Antiguan went 
out on the first lap’ with clutch failure. No 
doubt out to make up for his Oulton penalty, 
Brian Henton streaked away into the lead with 
the March, and indeed the works car never 
looked as though it would be headed, Behind, 
‘once he had fot by Nicky Von Preussen's 
March 733, Danny Sullivan's similar car be 
gan to challenge Alex Ribeiro’s Hollywood 
GRD 374 very hard for second place. A slight 
“moment” dropped Sullivan out of contact 
on lap eight, but he had closed up again 
by the finish. Derek Lawrence with the 
Ehrlich and | Henton's team-mate, Jose 
Chateaubriand, completed the points winners, 
At the back of the field Frank Scurria needed 
a push-start in his 1600-engined Ensign 
LNF3/72, but thereafter drove very well to 
catch up with, and get by, two of the main 
bunch. Norman Pierce had a satisfactory out 

despite an early spin at Druids, in 
ile normally driven by Barrie Maskell, 
During his winning drive Superlien knocked 
0.65 Off the lap record which he had pre- 
viously shared with Santo. 

Practice accounted for one of the Mexicos 
Gohn Morgan's) and clearly demonstrated that 
Cozy Powell has really got Brands sorted 
out, The F3s had successfully drowned out 
the Suzy Quatro “interview,” but now the 
EMI/Luxembourg crowd really held the stag 
Poleman Powell ‘made an awful start (or wi 
it deliberate to give the others a chance), 
and it was Brian Gibson and Tony Burrows 
who detached themselves from the pack very 
successfully. After finishing the first lap in 


A chain of celebrities head for Clearways led 
by Cozy Powell 


seventh place, Powell really got down to it 
and began to move up through quite a fierce 
fight for third place, All went well until he 
tried to get by the exuberant Tony Prince 
After several attempts to find a way past, 
Powell found himself stationary — sideways — 
at Clearways. Everybody missed him and he 
fought back to take an eventual seventh 
spot. Out of the ruck, to the surprise of many, 
came “Angela” to take an excellent third 
place ahead of Peter Powell and John Deacon 
of “Queen.” If Cozy Powell had put his 
boot down right from the start. ... Anyway, 
he looked good in practice, taking Paddock in 
@ manner which would not have disgraced 
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Gerry Marshall or Barrie Williams! 

"The BOC round at Mallory removed many 
of the names from the Wella Formula Ford 
Qualifier, but did not stop it from being an 
excellent race. From the start a sevensome 
drew ahead of the rest, with Rob Wicken tak- 
ing advantage of his good start to draw out 

‘tenuous but reasonably safe lead, which 
he Kept to the end. The battle for second 
began with Chris Pryer's MRE 74F heading 
‘Tift Needell’s Elden Mk 10, Pato Gutierrez 
Nunez's Crosslé 25F, Tim Brise’s works Elden 
Mk 10C and Canadian Danny Burritt’s Dulon 
MPI5; with Barry Hopwood's Mike Izzard/ 
‘Thameside Trailers Royale RP16A right among 
them after a lap. Pryer lost a couple of places 
on lap four, and it was Brise who came up to 
challenge 'Needell really hard, However, 
Needell, whose car once again bears the sad 
legend, Sponsor Needed,” hung on well and 
‘on lap eight it was Brise who spun at Druids, 
@ropping almost to the back of the field. 
Needell kept the rest at bay to finish second 
to Wicken, the Brands expert, with Hopwood, 
Burritt, Nunez and Pryer sorting themseive: 
out in’ that order. 

‘An excellent field practised for the Radio 
Luxembourg ‘Trophy Libre 15-lapper, but a 
final figure of 10 non-starters ; including Pedro 
Victor de Lamare's works/SPI March 74 
Jeremy Lord's Lola, and Phillip Guerola’s 
Brabham-FVC BT30, rather detracted from the 
Interest. However, the EMI/Luxembourg/ 

team were at full strength, 
forced to run 
‘@ tread had 


of tyre smoke. At first it looked as though 
he might walk it, but then Lella caught up, 
and indeed almost found a way past on lap 
Ti. Both drivers were going really well and 
were not just playing at racing either, for 
Belso did a 45.8.8 lap and the very impressive 
Ttallan girl could not have been more than 
‘a fraction slower. Outpaced by the sheer 
power of the Lolas, Jas Patterson clung to 
them for many laps in the little Renoir 
International March 73B Atlantic. At the 
finish he was just 10.45 behind the 208 Lola, 


"Alex Ribeiro holds off Danny Sullivan's Robert Nash March during their dice for second. 


while the only other finisher on the same 
lap was Evan Clements’ Barwell Brabham 
BT28/35, a car which invariably goes well, 
whether in Clements’ or in Paul Butle 
hands. Bobby Bell's Trojan T101 would have 
been a potential place man, but he was forced 
out early on with tyre problems. 

Tt was good to see a full entry for the 
Tricentrol Sports/GT round even if the field 
was of very varied potential. Lynden Thorne 
was given the Tricentrol Gold Sovereign be: 
Tore ‘the race started, in recognition of his 
practice efforts which had put the Coventry 
Autolift Services Aldon AL2X on the front 
row of the grid. The drama started early for 
Peter Denham’s little Lenham GT hit the 
bank up Pilgrim's Rise on the warming-up lap, 
necessitating a delayed start. Then it became 
evident that de Lamare’s immaculate March 
was in clutch or gear selector trouble, and, 
in fact, he had to be push-started after the 
rest had gone, He did at least break the class 
record as some reward for a rather fruitless 
pursult race, At the head of the field Jeremy 

in the DFV-engined Lola, which was 


‘Noel Edmonds did well to get up amongst the Vauxhalls, here helping Jock Robertson on 
his way. Jeremy Lord and Tony Charnell raised the standard for sports car racing on 


‘Sunday in their Lolas (below). 
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overheating, was having his work cut out to 
Stay ahead of his old car; the T212 in the 
Capable hands of Tony Charnell. At the finish 
he was just 12s ahead while Charnell also 
broke his class record. Behind these two, Nick 
Faure beat all the other Sports/GTs with 
the Ryford Porsche while Thorne was a class- 
winning fourth. Once Malcolm Clube had spun 
his old McLaren MIC, Michael Bamby came 
through to fifth place ahead of John Calvert's 
smoking Camel-Huron, despite the U2 Mk 11B 
Coming into brief contact with Paul Weldon's 
GT40, which later retired. 
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CROFT 


Niven beats 
Mick Hill 


After a breathtaking race, Doug Niven in 
Border Reivers Boss-Escort won the Forward 
‘Trust Saloon race in the BARC Summer Meet- 
ing at Croft on Sunday. Second, but only 
Just, was the Tricentrol Capri of Mick Hill, 
who had the consolation of smashing the lap 
record. Mick Starkey won his third raco 
in eight days, when he took the drama- 
Ford race, while Bi 


‘The programme opened with a round of the 
ional Formula Vee Championship. On 


Ni 
pole sat the CM of Malcolm Horwood, and 


Horwood who lead off when the flag 
rom Brian Uriwin in his McNamara, and 
the Puccen Scarab of Jan Flux. The leading 
duo soon pulled away from the pack, and on 
lap 2 Uriwin moved into the lead. Horwood 
fought back, and for the remaining eight laps 
harried the McNamara driver, but to no 
avail. Flux found himself in a lone third 
place, while there was a tremendous battle 
for fourth between Peter Wimhurst in his 
Vee Mak Mk 4D, and the McNamara of 
Graham Sinclair, ‘This pair took it in turn 
to lead as they fought for lap after lap, with 
the honours finally going to Wimhurst. Urlwin 
broke the long-established lap record on lap 
. lowering it to 1m 162 
‘second race was the one for the 
. On pole sat Mick Hill 
Chris Meek's lap record 
‘and beside him sat Duns farmer 
‘with Dave Millington’s Firenza 


In practice 
Doug Nive 
making up the front row. The Border Reivers 
car was sitting on wide 17 inch tyres for 
the first time, which was causing the car to 


roll on corners, while inside the engine there 
lurked a new demon cam. 

As the flag fell, Niven made a brilliant start 
as he powered the Escort into the lead, while 
Hill seemed to pause before taking ‘off in 
Pursuit. As the cars came round at the end 
of the first lap, Niven was out in front, while 
the Capri was being harried by Dave Milling: 
ton, but Hill soon got the bit between his 
teoth, as he hauled the fying Escort in, 
sitting right up its tail by lap 3. At this 
point, the Firenza pitted, then rejoined the 

down. At the front, battle 
Niven pulled away on some 
parts of the course, only to lose ground to 
Hill on others, so that the cars came round 
neck and neck at the start-finish line. Up 
into thied place moved Phil Winter in giant- 
killing Cooper S, displacing the 3-litre Martin 
VB powered Escort of Colin James in. the 
process. Also moving up was the very quick 
Hartwell Imp of Ray Payne, who took fourth 
place on lap 3, while James fell back to 
sath. Behind the flying Cooper and Imp 
me the BDA-powered Escort of Ralph 
Bryans, which had at one point held fourth 
behind’ Millington's Firenza. 

For lap after lap, the battle at the front 
continued, with the'lead never extending to 
more than 10 yards; but whatever he did, 
there was no way that Hill was going to get 
past Niven, and despite his reducing the lap 
record by ‘a whole second in the third lap, 
he was still 0.48 down at the end. Third 
‘was Winter, with Payne fourth, whilst Milling- 
ton drove splendidly through the field to end 
in tenth spot. Class wins went to Niven, 
Winter and Payne, and to Richard Belcher, 
who had a steady’ drive in his 850 Mini to 
finish eighth overall. 

‘As if there had not been excitement enough, 
a very competitive grid turned out for the 
Formula Ford race. On pole sat the Wishart's 
Garage entered Crossié 25F of Peter Clark, 
‘while beside him sat John Simpson, who was 
much happier than of late, having replaced 
his new AVJ motor with his old Scholar; and 
David Kerr-in his exJohnnie Gerber Elden 


42 


Dave Millington cocks a front wheel of the Brookhire Vauxhall Firenza, 


10A. Behind, with the same time as Simpson 
and Kerr, sat Mick Starkey in his Merlyn 
20A, and then Dave Stedman, who was a 
whole second slower. 

‘AS the flag fell, the cars poured down the 
road like an avalanche, with Clark marginally 
the leader, but as Tower was cleared, Clark 
pulled out into an immediate lead." Then, 
threequarters of the way round the first lap, 
the Crossié driver spun, going into Spa, giving 
the lead to Simpson, with Starkey second and 
Kerr third. For four laps, the lead remained 
Unchanged, while Kelvin Hesketh moved up 
to fourth, ther on lap 5, Simpson managed 
to pull out a small lead.” The drama began 
on lap 6. Hesketh took Kerr on braking for 
Tower, then Kerr responded by hounding the 
flying Merlyn all of the way round to the 
chicane, where the Elden driver left his 
braking too late, and went straight on, demol- 
ishing the chicane wall, and knocking the left 
front corner off the car. As the debris from 
the wall and car scattered across the road 
there was chaos among the drivers, many of 
whom totally ignored the waving yellow flags 


of the marsh they 
diced for position. 
Next time round, the debris was still there, 


and many drivers were almost autocrossing 

they continued to drive at unabated pace 
round the obstruction. John Simpson saw a 
plank of wood in front of him too late and 
spun, handing the lead over to Mick Starkey, 
Hesketh moved up to second, while drivers 
Still ignored the frantically-waved flags; then 
Simpson spun again in the same place, this 
time because he put the power on too’ hard 
too early, Despite this he moved up to third 
behind “Starkey and Hesketh; meanwhile, 
Peter Clark had been driving through the field 
like a demon, and on the last lap he moved 
up to fourth ‘place. And so the race ended, 
with Starkey taking the chequered fla 

‘As soon as the race was ended, Mike Wilson 
called together all 21 drivers from the race 
and bluntly stated that BARC could not permit 
drivers to ignore a waved yellow flag, and 
he told them that if it happened again, action 
would be taken against the culprits 

The race for Modsports cars that followed 
was an anti-climax. John Absalom leaped 
into the lead at the wheel of his Ginetta, 
followed by the Clan of Ken Allen, and the 


Ginetta of Reg Forester-Smith. The Smith 
Ginetta soon dropped back, allowing Andy 
‘Smith's Elan to move into ‘third place, and 
these three simply drove away from the field, 
each separated by a big gap. The main 
interest then centred on the dice for fourth 
place, between the Midgets of Hugh Colman, 
John ‘Fletcher and Ronnie Grice, these three 
‘constantly swopping places, until the last lap, 
when the honours went to Grice. 

Tho next two races were straight proces- 
sions, In the Clubmans, John Holroyd held the 
lead ‘until a drive shaft broke, after which 
arry Joell sailed away into the distance at 
the wheel of his new Mallock U2 14B, while 

cond was Tim Wood in his Magnum C74, 
and third, the Mallock U2 14 of David Pate, 
The Wendy Wools saloon race that followed 
was a Niven benefit, the 5.7-litre Boss-Ford 
winning by almost a minute from the 4.7-litre 
Escort of Keith Bowmaker while Phil Winter 
drove another ‘splendid race to finish third. 
‘The up to 1000 cc class was won by the Mini 


of Bruce McLeod, who finished seventh 

overall, 
The final race in the programme, for Libre 
This saw a 


of Bil 
noing. 
lesigning its rear end, 
and causing it to’ withdraw from the race 
Surprisingly. it was neither 5000 on pole 
when practice ended; this was taken by the 
Lotus 69 of Newburn driver Andy Barton, 
When the flag fell, the Trojan went into 
the lead followed by Barton, the Brabham 
BTS of Ted Payne, and the very nice Chevron 
B23 of Richard Sims. At the end of the 
second lap, Sims took over third, while th 
Lows driver closed up on Bill Wood. “A 
tremendous battle then developed for the 
lead, with Wood just keeping the ex-Keith 
Holland car a few yards in front. of the 
flying Barton, this dice pulling them away 
from the rest of the field. Barton tried 
everything he knew to get round the big 
car, but Wood wasn't having any, and 
scraped home first by less than half a second 
with Sims a lonely third, to bring the meeting 
to a cl 


BRYAN METZ 
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The Matlock 
during their fantastic dice in th 


MONDELLO 


‘of Frank Sytner and the Gryphon C73/4 of Eddie Regan in ultra close company 
Super Sports Allcomers feature—both going off to retire! 


Supersports fantastic 


“Super Noel” Stanbury was the star per- 
former in the Supersports feature at the 
Carlow Car Club's August Monday (Aug 5) 
Mondello, the works Gryphon flyer dominat- 
Ing a round of the Shell Sport British Cham- 
pionship and then going on to a superb 
Vietory in an incident-packed Allcomers spec- 
tacular for these very fast and exciting 
Clubmen's cars. In the British Championship 
round, Stanbury lowered the eight-days-old 
‘s class record of Richie Heeley and 
‘Regan to a cracking 58.6 s, a time 
led by Regan (Gryphon C73/4) and 
‘Sytner (U2 Mk 14) in the final, but 
‘Stanbury’s best practice lap 
‘The meeting was sponsored by 
BP Ltd and Mondello Park 
Cireult, with additional financial support by 
various Irish firm 
For the feature race, British Super Sports 
Register's super efficient Hon Sec Peter Evans 
organised a colourful contingent of 14 cars 
‘and their crews, tow vehicles and trailers to 
travel overnight on the B+ Liverpool-Dublin 
Ferry, arriving for practice early on a bright 
and sunny Bank Holiday morning: although 
fan earlier arrival was Stanbury, with Andy 
Diamond in attendance to supervise the set- 
ting up of the very professionally turned out 
‘works Gryphon C74A. And it all paid off for 
Stanbury with a dramatic 58.2 s lap in prac- 
tice, Regan was second fastest at 58.8 s, and 
Derek Shortall surprised everyone by taking 
his Gryphon C4A around in 59.4 s. Richie 
Heeley and Richard Cresswell, the latter in 
his neat side-radiatored Phantom P73, got 
down to 59.6 s each; U2 men Frank Sytner 
ard Mike Martin each did a 59.8 s, while 
Peter Evans in the Access-Lotus 7X and 
ldwell Smythe (Gryphon C74) were timed 
‘at 60.8 s, Of the home entry, the only notable 
hon-starter was Ivan Rothwell, whose Toffo- 
U2 Mk 118 suffered a major engine blow-up 
some meetings back, and Richie Conroy 
appeared in Pat Woods's U2 Mk 11B, as the 
engine of his usual Gryphon C73/4 is being 
rebuilt 
‘After a rather tame handicap race, the real 
racing got under way with a Formula Ford 
fling, without the familiar sight of Jim Sherry, 
whose Crosslé 25F suffered engine trouble the 
previous day. For nine laps Bernard Devaney 
in his new Crossié 25F led from Garry Gib- 
son’ in'a similar car. There was nothing 
between them as they went into Shell for the 
last time, but with Devaney claiming the 
right line and the advantage, until Gibson 
Unceremoniously hit him out of his way to 
g0 on to win by 5 s from Devaney, who was 
fot only lucky to make it into second but 
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Indeed fortunate that his car did not roll as 
a. result of Gibson's tactics! Eddie Jordan 
took a lonely third in his Crosslé 20F, show. 
ing very much Improved form all season and 
surely deserving of a more competitive 
chassis. 

Noel Stanbury drove a copybook race to 
win the first of the Supersports events, by 
the big margin of 7.4 s from Richard Cress 
Well in the Phantom P73, and add valuable 
points to his championship title bid. Frank 
Sytner never let up in his chase of Cresswell 
with his Matlock U2 Mk 14 and was 12 s 
behind the second man at the finish. Barry 
Foley, who was probably too busy dreaming 
up some future demon AUTOSPORT cartoons to 
celebrate his first Irish visit, occupied fourth 
spot throughout—never having the oppor 
tunity to test the effectiveness of a rather 
Sinister front apron on the nose cone of the 
t Bruno, which Catchpolian object, Peter 
Evans aptiy named a “Sytner sitter. 

Derek Shortall did @ Stanbury start to 
lead the Irish round, with Eddie Regan and 
Richie Heeley breathing down his neck in hot 
pursuit. Heeley took Regan, and on lap four 
Regan tried to take both coming out of Shell 
only to promptly spin and stall the engine, 
fand rejoin at the end of the field, over half 
@. lap. behind the leaders. On lap eight 
Shortall made the error of locking a wheel 
under braking for Shell, Heeley bumped the 
Mr Snip Gryphon out of his way and nipped 
through on the inside to lead Shortall around 
the following BP Bend by inches. Once in 
front, Heeley stayed there to beat Shortall 
by 8 s. Mike Martin and David Manley 
were next in thelr U2s, and Regan at least 
qualified for the final by coming in fifth. 

Fourteen cars lined up for the final, minus 
Cresswell in the Phantom, but with Caldwell 
Smythe on the back of the grid just behind 
Regan. Stanbury raced away from the 
rest, followed by Sytner, Shortall, 
Martin and then a gap back to Regan, Smythe 
and Evans. Regan was hurrying through the 
field at quite a pace, going deeper and deeper 
into comers as he left his braking to the 
very latest, to catch up on Sytner and Heeley. 
But Heeley was in trouble with a loose 
exhaust system on the Capital Tea Gryphon 
and he pitted to retire on lap nine. Sytner 
and Regan then became locked in the closest 
of dices, with Regan trying every line to pass 
the Martin Hall Steel Tubes U2, It all hap- 
pened at Shell on lap 14 when Regan sent 
Sytner spinning out of his way, and both 
retired there and then, two corners being 
knocked off the Steering Wheel Pub Gryphon. 
Journalistic etiquette, and the editor's blue 


pen, prevents the publication of the choice 
comments of Sytner about “he's balmy” 
Regan, while the tough little Irishman had 
his own volatile remarks about Sytner not 
seeing the blue flags and his “door closing” 
tactics. They both equalled Stanbury’s record, 
on lap seven; and afterwards parted on good 
terms. With all this excitement Derek Shortall 
slipped into a practically unnoticed second, 
followed by Mike Martin, Caldwell Smythe, 
Peter Evans and Barry Foley, the only other 
finisher being Alex Ferrada on 14 laps. 

‘Mod sports produced the sixth winner of 
the season, John Gale winning from Brian 
Tuite, who had a big moment in missing the 
Armco’ in a. long slide at Dunlop. Don 
Kissane was third from P. J. Fallon and 
Liam Plower, and completing the all Spridget 
finish was Gloria Kissane. 

‘Only six cars made the Atlantic race, Tony 
Martin having wrecked the back end of his 
March 728 in an off at Dunlop in practice. 
As expected, Patsy McGarrity raced away to 
Snother win, his sixth Mondello victory in a 
row, lowering the record to 56.2 s with his 
Chevron B25. Des Donnelly (March 73B) and 
Ken Fildes (Lotus 69) were the usual runners 
up. in that order as a change from Fildes 
heading Donnelly at the last outing; Harold 
McGarity (Brabham BT30) was next, with 
the March 73Bs of Pat Woods and Dermot 
McFeeley a lap in arrears 

‘in the combined saloon race, Churchmans 
Team Maclin made it a 1-2, Mattie McNami 
having yet another outright win in the Super 
Size Escort-FVC and Conor Linehan taking 
the class honours in the Super Size Longman. 
powered Mint from Stee Griffin and David 


Yeates 
BRIAN FOLEY 


In the round of the Irish Shell Sports seri 
Eddie Regan spins his Gryphon at Shell, be- 
hind the similar cars of winner Richie Heeley 
‘and Derek Shortatl 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Excellent entry 
for Manx Trophy 


Entries have closed for the Manx 
Trophy Rally, Tis Castrcl spon- 
sored event, due to be held on 
the weekend of September 14, is 
‘a round in the Castrol/ AUTosPORT 
championship and has attracted 
an excellent entry. Over 150 
applications were received to fill 
the 120 places. 

Heading the field away will be 
the works Escort of Roger Clark. 
Jim Porter, who last’ won this 
‘event in 1972, As usual it will be 
in Uniflo colours but will probably 
be significantly more powerful 
than the car they have been 
using on the RAC rounds. Last 
year's winner Adrian Boyd has 
Gecided to concentrate on forest 
events until the end of the year 
80 the Lombard and Ulster flag 
will be flown by brother Derek 
driving his Escort RS1600 with 
Frank Main, DoT have a big entry 
with Tony Fall/Mike Broad, Tony 
Pond/Jean Todt and Rosemary 
Smith/Pauline Gullick. Fall is at 
present entered in the Turbo 
Kadett but this car may go to 
Pond with Fall and Smith in G2 
‘Asconas, Chris Knowles-Fitson 
and Mike Kemply will be driving 
Moby Dick, his great white Com: 
modore which made Its debut on 
the Tour of Britain, 

In Porsches we find Cahal Cur 
ley/Austin Frazer in the Circuit 
of Ireland/Donegal winning car 
while Chris Beynon/Lyn Andrews 
will be giving the ex-Jack Tordoft 
Carrera its first tarmac outing 
in their hands. Dessie MeCartney 
will be with Terry Harriman. in 
his familiar yellow Carrera while 


Brian Evans/Roger | Roderick 
Jones has the Express TV car. 
BMW are represented by two 
crews from Northern Ireland. 


Brian Nelson/Fred Gallagher and 
David Agnew/Robert Harkness. 

Per-Inge Walfridsson-John Je 
sen hope to start in the works 
Volvo but at the moment the 
factory in Sweden is on holiday 
and they: are not one hundred 


Per cent sure to get the car 
Chris Sclater is teamed. with 
Henry Liddon in the Datsun 


Dealers’ Violet while North Lon- 
don's quick man. Tony Fowkes 
finds himself with Brian Harris 
in a Gl Sunny as his Escort will 
not be ready in time. The car is 
being provided by a Manx Dealer 

Private Escorts are numerous 
with Billy Coleman/Peter Scott 


Barry Lee/Jon Gittins, Paul 


Faulkner/X and James Rae/Mike 
Wood (having his first outing 
since last year’s RAC) all in 2 


litre RS12600s and of course cu 
rent GI leader Russell Broo! 

John Brown in the Andrews 
Sponsored RS2000. Denis East 
hope, fourth last year, has scld 
his Escort and will drive a Gl 
Rover 3500S, 

From Chrysler Colin Malkin 
Phil Short will be in a 16 valve 
BRM Avenger while Robin Eyre 
Maunsell/Neil Wilson will settle 
for a Gl Avenger if their BRM 
is not ready. DTV are fielding 
Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes in 
a Gl Magnum rather than the 


erry Marshall — DTV entry 


G5 car since Sparrow Is chasing 
points in the RAC GI champion 
Ship. A similar car will be driven 
by rallying’s latest discovery 
Gerry Marshall who has acquired 
the services 


George. Hill/Keith od 
drive a G5 Viva from the Mar 


With such a good entry the 
rally promises to be fast. an 
furious and consequently the 


organisers are determined that 
pre-rally practising will be kept 
within limits. They wish to 


actively discourage drivers from 
practising in conspicuous cars 
and will set up checks for exces- 
sive speed. 

For those drivers who wish to 


avail themselves of the usual 
professional pace notes, Motor: 
mail is providing their normal 


service c/o PO Box 14 Coleshill, 
Birmingham. 


Willment rally Forum 


September 5 is the date of a 
Rallysport Forum... at John 
Willment’s Kingston showrooms. 
Roger Clark and "DJ Noel 
Edmonds will make up the panel, 
which will be chaired by Tony 
Mason. 

Besides the forum, the evening 
will consist of a selection of 


“a 


racing and rallying films, a static 
display of competition’ cars, a 
bar and buffet, plus a disco to 
round off the evening. Admission 
Is free. 

‘The address of Willment’s is 
140A London Road, Kingston- 
upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6QN 
and it all starts at 7-30pm. 


G1 cars 
ready for 
Total Rally 


Among the latest entries for the 
Total Rally in South Africa, a 
projected World Championship 
event for 1975, are Simo Lam 
pinen Henry Liddon in a Group 1 
Mazda. They will be pitting 
their wits against Bjorn Walde 
gaard/ Hans Thorsellus In a Group 
1 Toyota and Hannu Mikkola. 
John Davenport in. Group 1 


Peugeot 504. In the Group 2 
class, hot favourites must. be 
Roger Clark/Tony Mason in a 
works replica Escort RS 1600 
riginally intended for sale to 


Poland and prepared by Roger's 
brother Stan. Andrew Cowan 
will drive a Group 1 Dodge Colt 
in place of Colin Malkin. who 
cannot now go but his co-driver 
will stay the same as Gerry 
Phillips, Datsun are making & 
six-car” entry which will be 
headed by Harry Kallstrom/Claes 
Billstam in a Datsun 160 U-SSS 
better known here as the Violet 
Chris Sclater will also be driving 
for Datsun with a local c 

Franz Boshom who won the 
with Tony Fall in a Datsun last 
year. Kallstrom ts not too. sure 
Mter his 1000 Lakes experience 
that he wants the" twin-cam 
ngine so Sclater may well get 
that car while Kallstrom has the 
sohe engine. 


© BTRDA/CCC entrants should 
take note that Peter Halkyard, 
Secretary of the meeting for the 
Lindholme Trophy Rally on 
October 20, has moved to 191 
Beckett Road, Wheatley, Don: 


Cyprus off: 
invitations 
for Lebanon 


Big disappointment for the Ford. 
Chryster_ and BL teams is that 
the ‘Cyprus Rally sponsored by 
Rothmans has been. cancelled. 
This is hardly surprising news in 
view of the things that have been 
taking place on the. island 
recently.” As Rothmans are. also 
sponsoring the Lebanon-Syria 
Rally on October 18/20, they are 
inviting those competitors who 
had planned to do the Cyprus 
Rally over to this new one. The 
entry list closes on September 28 
and the address for information 
is Jean Bassili at the Sport Auto, 
Centre Gefinor, rue Clemenceau, 
Bloc C, Apt 605, BP 791, Beirut 
Lebanon. 


Illuminations 
regulations 


Regulations are new out for 
the Illuminations Rally, a road 
inting for the MN, 

Weber rally championship, the 
BTRDA Silver Star and the ANCC 
This classic northern event 


is again organised by Stephen 
Bye and Fred Bent’ who. last 
year “produced an amazingly 


tight event which eventually was 
won by Bob Bean in a Mexico, 
Details are available from Fred 
Bent at 3. Greenways, Over 
Kellett, Carnforth, Lancs (Carn- 
forth 2190), Date 1s to be October 


5/6, the evening following the 
Lindisfarne Rally, the sponsor 
Is the Lakeland Motor Co, 
Kendal 


Tony Drummond's workshops have just completed a new full 2-litre BDA 


for his 


Escort. Using all Formula 


range. Replicas will cost in’ the re 


is developing 232 bhp at 8580 rpm with a very 


2 ‘purty with an alloy block the 
tiseful torque 


gion of £2,500. 
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Special stage 


Castrol 


SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


‘wit UTOSPORT _ 2, 
Castrol 75 — all- 


forest stage rally 


Round five in the Castrol 
Avtosrort — championship, the 
Castrol 75, takes place this Satur. 


day in Wales. This time we have 
fan. all-forest event, run by 
Wolverhampton and South 


Stas Car Club, an event 
known last time it was held— 
nearly two years ago—as the 


Castrol-Timpson. Although an 


event. of national status it is 
Unusual in not qualifying for the 
RAC. series, although it does 
count in both our’ series and 
also the Ford Escort champion 
ship. The top twenty out of 180 
entries Tollows 

1. Pat Ryan/John Platt (Mini) 
Endrust (Castrol Timpson win: 
nery, 2, John Bloxham/Richard 
Harper | (Dolomite), Birmingham 
Post: Chris’ Sclater/Mike 


Greasley (Datsun Violet), Datsun 
Dealers; 4, Will Sparrow/Nigel 
Raeburn (Magnum G2), Dealer 
Team Vauxhall; 5 Tony Fowkes 
Bryan Harris (Mexico), Cables & 
Components; 6, Russei Brookes: 
John Brown” (RS2000 GI). 
‘Andrew Heating; 7, Tony Drum 
mond/David. Richards (RS1600): 
8, Tony. Pond/Mike Bi 
(Ascona), Dealer Opel Team; 9, 
Colin Matkin/John Foden (Imp or 
Avenger), Chrysler UK: 10, Jimmy 
Rae/Les Marshall (RS1600), 


Kleber; 11, Peter Clarke/Richard 
Gote (RS1600); 12, Paul Faulk 
ner/Monty Peters (RS1600), 
Faulkner Group of Companies; 

Jeff Churchill/Roger Jones 
1600); 14, Nigel Rockey/Ron 
Channon (RS1600), Hoopers of 
Bristol; 15, George Hill/Keith 
Wood (Firenza), Martin Group: 
16, Malcolm  Patrick/Phit Short 
(RS1600); 17, Robin Eyre Maun 
sell/Neit’ Wiison. (Imp), Chrysler 
Dealer Team; 18 David Agnew 


Peter Scott (BMW 2002); 19, 
Frank Pierson/Colin Francis 
(T$1600); 20, Marcin Clark/Paul 
White (RS1600), Team Castrol. 


Stage rallies in Wales are rare 
because of the limitation on the 
number of forests that can be 
Used, and for this reason the 
Castrol 75 has special impor- 
tance. Details of the two specta 
tors venues are as follows: Rad 
nor, the first car is due at 9 am, 
Spectators to enter via (metric) 
reference: 148/188683 
(forest stage); Nant-y-Moch the 
first car is due at 12.32 pm, 
enter from Pont-er-Wyd via 
9863 (tarmac stage). There's a 
total of 15 stages, 70 miles in 
all, The start is at Llandrindod 
Wells, Randnorshire with the 
first car leaving at 830 am. 
Full report next. week 


BT & RDA 
rally news 


‘The Trident Rally, run by the 
Croydon and District Motor Club 
is not being held and-has been 
withdrawn from. the champion: 
ship. 

‘The Silver Star Championship 
will consist of the following 
events: The Stocktonian Rally, 
‘August 31; Illuminations Rally, 
October 5/6; Plains Rally, 
October 19/20; Cytax Rally, 
November 23/24; Red. Dragon 
Rally, December’ 7/8. People 
requiring entries for the 
Championship should write 10 
Mrs D. Green, 5 Cambridge 
Avenue, Buckingham Road, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, 

If there are any Motor Clubs 
who Intend to run Special Stage 
events In. 1975 and wish co be 
considered for the Gold Star 
Championship they should con- 
tact’ Mike Stevens at Phorham 
mer, Highlands Road, Shirley, nr 


Birmingham. 
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Lombard RAC 
regulations 


Regulations for the RAC 
International Rally, November 
16-20, were published last week 
and sent to all entrants of cars 
on last year's rally, and are avail 
fable on request from the Motor 
Sport Division of the RAC, 31 
Belgrave Square, London SWI. 
They take a smart form with 
the” usual" enclosures neatly 
stapled to the middle. The route 
follows a similar pattern to last 
year's event save that there will 
not be the Welsh loop based a 
Llandrindod. Instead there wil 
be a wide loop starting at the 
north, sweeping down the princi- 
pality and) emerging back to 
England at the Severn Bridge. 
Furthermore the third and fourth 


day loop, to Scotland and back, 
is in reverse direction to. last 
year. York remains the head- 


Quarters with headquarters at the 
Station Hotel again. The entry 
fee? £80 up to September 6, £95 
up to October 9. 


Tony Pond/Richard Hudson Evans heading for victory in the DOT Opel 
Ascona on the Furness Festival Stages: 


Fowkes’ G1 


Tony Fowkes will drive a 
Group 1 Datsun Sunny on the 
Manx. with Bryan Harris under 
the Cables & Components’ ban: 
ner. The car is owned by Paul 
Hardinge Led, the main Datsun 
dealers on the island, Tony is 
suffering long delays in building 
his 2-litee RS1600 due to late 
delivery of parts, and has already 
Pensioned of his 1.7 litre 

fast seen on the Jim Clark. 
Mexico he hopes to drive on the 
Castrol 75 belongs to a customer, 
Tristan Lewis 


Clark’s plans 


Roger Clark will not be on the 
Castrol 75 Rally this weekend. 
Although he was due to start at 
number two his entry was with 
drawn early this week. The rea- 
son given was that all available 
manpower.is being used to_pre 
pare his Escort for the Total 
Rally in South Africa. Clark will, 
however, be out on the Burmah 
Rally next weekend. 

‘The ‘number two. slot on the 
Castrol "75 has been alloted to 
John Bloxham in the Birmingham 
Post Triumph Dolomite Sprint 


20 Crystal 


Details are now available for the 
North Humberside MC's Crystal 
Stages Rally, which is a round of 
the BTRDA Gold Star Champion: 


ship. It will be held on October 
13 and will have 20 stages total 
ling 45 miles in the 175 miles of 
road route. 

Sponsored by a local Ford 


Rallye Sport Dealer a total of 150 
entries will be accepted at £14.50 


Stages 


each, which Includes two meals 
at the finish. In addition to the 
Trophies, there will be over £300 
in cash ‘awards, After the event 


there will be a disco dance at 
the finish venue. 
Regs will be available from 


Stuart Saddington, 72 The Round: 
way, Anlaby Park, Hull HU4 6XR 
during the last week in August 
and entries open on September 1. 


Clark heads entry for 
Burmah next weekend 


Castrol have hardly time to 
breathe following this weekend's 
Castrol 75 Rally before the 
Burmah Rally in Scotland, both 
events counting towards the 
Castrol /Avrosrort championship. 
Castrol are planning to make a 
film of the event, and after 
rumours to the contrary Roger 
Clark has now changed his 
plans for travelling to South 
Africa in order to compete. Three 
new stages are planned, an excit 
ing pair of stages at Gienshellish 


at the top end of the Loch 
Eck Side stage, which means 
that there will be 21 miles of 


stage between the start and the 
first service point, and at Gleann 
Mor, at the top of Rest and Be 


Thankful, which again is being 
used downhill. A special tadies* 
award (looking for an individual 
sponsor!) is planned as four 
ladies’ entries have been re 
ceived (Jill Sutton—née Robin 
Son, Sandy Lawson, Joan Pink 
and Valerie Cairlaw) and with 
‘over 200 applications for entries 
there has been much disappoint 
ment among intending entrants, 
Brian Culcheth appears in his 
Tour of Britain Dolomite Sprint, 
but not in the Group 1 category, 
so that the highest seeded GI 
car is Will Sparrow. Barry Lee 
appears with the Clarke & 
Simpson Escort. A full list of 
top entrants will appear in next 
week's issue. 


45 


_LOTUS ae. 


TEST DRIVE AND BUY YOUR 
EUROPA FROM THE EAST OF 


DEMONSTRATION OF THE EUROPA 
FREELY AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES 


THE “esr LOTUS CENTRE 


81 TWO MILE HILL ROAD, 
KINGSWOOD, BRISTOL 


Come and see the largest selection of Lotus cars in 
Britain. Test drive the LOTUS EUROPA today by 


ringing 
BRISTOL (0272) 679466 @ 


Clapham Common. 

Which makes it convenient for yau. Were easy toreach 
by tube, ande to find. Andit's convenient for us. 

Our rriec ourcars,and you can do 
the same. So ifyoure aftera really fastcarhea straight 
forus. Were a Ford main di 
Escortand Capri RS 1600, 2000 and 30008, Sp portend 
Mexicos. Plus lots of other makes and models. But theyall 
have one thingin common. 

Every caris checked by our team of race andrally 

rienced mechanics.(A team who prepare ande ntera 
re Capriraci a 000 


Backed bythebes ra 
eof the largest computer controlled pentose part- 
sinthe UK, thismakes usthe best Rallye Sport 

Ce entre in the South. 

nd us the coupon and get the full story. 


Then come and take atest drive around ourtrack. 


please send me full 
about ‘Adlards Rallye: Sport Centre, and some 
of the cars Icould test drive around your track. 


Name 


HAMMONDS AND OAKWOOD 
FOR LOTUS 


Demonstration car available 
SALES—SERVICE—SPARES 


HAMMOND AND OAKWOOD, 
162-166 CROYDON ROAD, BECKINGHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-650 3570 


and 
‘Keston Mark Garage, 
1 Westerham Road, Keston, Kent 
‘Tel.: Farnborough 59016 


Address 


Telephone 


ern <a 


Were big because we're small. 


= 
1 
| 
| 
| 
1 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
! 
| 


lye Sport Centre: South: 


Clapham Common, London SW4 9BX. 
Telephone-01-7: Te 2 


SOIL Telex:91673 
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Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Bevan’s back again—Lane’s “Great” —Keen’s close one — 
Rose at Woodvale — Swedish success — Ilkley top league 


AUTOCROSS 


Championship hots up 


‘Two more drivers moved into potential class 
winning positions for the national final as a 
result of an interesting 16th round of the 
fastrol/BT&RDA Clubmans Autocross Cham- 
plonship arranged by Winchester & District 
CC at Eastleigh last Sunday. John Bevan again 
took BTD after a re-run and the two new 
flames to add to the already impressive list 
Of possibles for maximum scores are Dave 
Keevil and Graham Hathaway who scored 
wins In the standard car and up to 1300 ce 
front engined-rwd classes. 

fs success was the surprise of the day 
for he beat the almost invincible Martin 
Barnard by a handsome 3 s and the Brabham 
driver has suddenly realised he is in with a 
Chance of real success If he can repeat his 
performance at three of the remaining four 
Qualifying rounds. Keevil, in his Datsun 2402 
has three wins and he becomes the third 
possibility for outright success In this class 
Where Barnard and Muriel Banks, with six 
wins in her Cooper S, are already girding 
their loins for the final battle. 

Hathaway, after going missing for a fort 
night, is back In contention in the up to 
'300' ce Escort/Anglia class where he beat 
Bob Merridale for the fourth time on his way 
to his fifth win and moreover he had 3s in 
hand over the Londoner. After receiving a full 
entry of 120 and taking 10 reserves the 
Winchester organisers finally had only 101 

‘Although the attention was always on 
Barnard and Keevil In the seven car standard 
class Keith Newland-Hodges was not far 
behind the flying Japanese cars with his 
Simca Rallye. He had a best run of 1m 52.1 5 
for third place and was a mere 1.1 5 down on 
Barnard who could never approach Keevil’s 
winning 1 m 48.1 5. The 3-litre Capri of Dennis 
Moody’ took the poorly supported rally car 
class and it was no contest for Philip Druce 
was 9 8 down with his Mint. 

‘With yet another huge class win in the 870 
Mini class Nick Garner annihilated the up 
870 ce front engined-fwd class with his 
Solihull Motors flying machine. He clocked 
1 m 43.8 5 to leave Malcokm Cope by just over 
5 5 but Mick Thompson was only two tenths 
of a second away from stealing second spot 
‘Although Bob Merridale continues to lead the 
up to 1300 ce front engined-rwd saloon class 
and, with 99 pts, is third overall én the points 
championship, ho must now be a worried man 
indeed as the Chelmsford flyer Graham 
Hathaway continues to bound his progress. 
Merridale has only once beaten him in five 
clashes and his latest win, by 3.2 5, means he 
needs only one more class win to go to the 
final next month on equal terms. George 
Warren again appéared with a small Escort 
and was third but a long way off the pace. 

‘Another driver with a furrowed brow is 
Paul Northall, for so long undisputed top dog 
in the sports car class. He was nearly 4's 
down in finishing third to Rob Gibson's Sprite 
and the Crewe lad now has three wins on the 
trot and wants only one more class winning 
boost for his tail to be really high for the 
final now only a month away. Gibson did 1m 
42.8 s to beat Robert Upton's Elan by eight 
tenths of a second with the Triumph GT6 
doing 1 m 46.1 s. 

It is now all square among the two leaders 
in the rear engined class. John Button took 
his black and gold 2.1 VW through to its fifth 
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class win in impressive style to catch up with 
his old rival Peter Harrold who, on the day. 
was close to 3 s adrift, Each has five wins and 
Harrold with 60 points, now has a mere three 
point class lead. Button did 1 m 42.9 s to 
head a class of eight while John Savage was 
rewarded with another four points with his 
VW when he did 1 m 47.6 s for third spot. 

The day's biggest class was in the up to 
1titre Mini sector where 18 contenders sought 
to knock Roger Brunt off his perch. They 
failed. of course though Nick. Brice and 
Norman Williams, who clocked identical runs 
of 1 m 45.1 s were only eight tenths of a 
Second behind the Trowbridge butcher. Bar- 
fing # major disaster Brunt has now sewn up 
the class with 79 points and only the in and 
out of form Frank Morris remains a serious 
threat. Morris was out of luck at Winchester 
land. Brice took second from Williams on 
aggregate. 

Sporting an 1800 ‘lump’ Tony Merridale 
did his best to upset George Warren in the 
fall Escort battle in the over 1300 cc front 


Pe 
in VWs, both with 5 wins. 


‘engined-rwd class but to no avail. George 
clocked 1 m 43.1 5 to win the class by 3.6 5 
from Merridale with Chive Trueman collecting 
a rare third place with 1 m 49.8 s, With last 
year's champion Terry Smith having success- 
fully rebuilt his gearbox in six days Barry 
Hathaway's chances of getting six class wins 
became that much more difficult in Class G 
where Smith scored his fifth win by seven 
tenths of a second. 

Hathaway needs three wins with only four 
rounds left and has an uphill task particularly 
fas Smith's 1340 Mini will more than likely 
‘attend all the remaining rounds, Tony Scouree, 
with 1m 44.1 s was third in a class of 12. 
With Bevan and Turpin very evenly matched 
the result of BTD and the Specials class was 
dn doubt until the final stages. Turpin led until 
Bevan had a re-run in the closing stages and 
the Gloucester driver finally made it with 1m 
342 s beating Turpin’s 1 m 34.9 5. Nick 
Seymour was again third but on the day the 
Volnik was never a serious threat to the 
leaders being some 6» down. Bevan and 
Turpin now have seven BTDs to their credit. 


+ Harrold (below) has been foined at the head of rear-engined class by John Button, both 


AUTOCROSS 


Watkins out of retirement to win 


John Watkins, the Hereford specials driver 
who was a regular autocrosser last year with 
his JW Special, came out of semi-retirement 
last weekend to collect BTD at the 60 & 
Worcester MC autocross at Spetchley, near 
Worcester. With an entry of only 50 cars 
everyone had three runs over the smooth 
course and Watkins collected his award with 
a time of 90.9 s. 


Watkins was all alone in his class but he 
had to work fairly hard to keep ahead and 
his main opposition came from the I-litre 
Mini class where Jon Ballinger did 912 s to 
take the class and was second BTD. The 
other two Mini classes went to Jeff Hawkins 
in his 860 cc machine while Basil Thomas 
won the over 1000 cc class. Hawkins did 


93.7 5 while Thomas improved this to 93.1 s. 
‘The front-engined rwd entries were split into 
three classes and Malcolm Davies took his 
Anglia to win in the up to 1000 cc class 
while Phil Griffiths (Escort), won the up to 
1600 cc class and Tim Humphries, in his 
1700 Escort, was the best of the four entries 
over 1600 cc. The 998 Imp of Geoff Taylor 
triumphed in the rear-engined class while 
Roger Powell's 1275 Mini was the best of 
eight in the up to 1300 cc class for rally 
cars. Brian Evans, with the Porsche Carrera, 
was third BTD in 92.8 s on his way to an 
easy win in the over 1300 cc rally class. 


OPPORTUNITY ! ! 
LACEY AND THOMPSON 


WEST COUNTRY’S DEALER 


for TVR have one only 3000M in glorious carnival red 
and Wolfrace wheels at old list price. Your car 
welcomed in part exchange 


AND 
SCIMITAR GTE 
DISTRIBUTORS 
AND 
MAIN DEALER 
FOR THE 
BRISTOL AREA 

Demonstration car available 
Spares and workshop service 
direct parts line 656688. 


Contact us now 


LACEY AND THOMPSON, 
Bowbridge, Stroud, Glos. 
Tel: Stroud 2861 (STD 04536) 


faq] Distributor 


FOR EAST ANGLIA 
BRIDGE MOTORS (BOCKING) 
BOCKING, BRAINTREE, ESSEX 
TEL: BRAINTREE 140 or 141 
Demonstrations anywhere 
SEVERAL USED IN STOCK 
FROM, £950-£1750 
COME AND DISCUSS 
AND SPORTSCAR MOTORING WITH THE 
FRIENDLY EXPERTS 
‘ALSO DEALERS FOR JENSEN-HEALEY AND 


SPORTS CAR COMPANY 


41 HOWSELL ROAD, 
MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 


Malvern— 


the home of Morgan 
Tel: Malvern 63767 


MIKE DUNCAN LTD. 


“Midlands Morgan Agent” 
92 WINDMILL HILL, 

\ COLEY, HALESOWEN, 

BIRMINGHAM. 


D. A. SKEGGS LTD. 
HIGH STREET 


SHEPPERTON, MIDDX. 
Tel: Walton-on-Thames 40121 


Please telephone Eric Giblin 
or Julian Sainsbury for a 
demonstration 


Sales and servicing. 
Tel: (0384) 67675. 
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David Franklin did well to 


HILL CLIMB 


t his Huntsman Ensign into the Top 10, finishing eighth, 


Great win for Roy Lane 


The eleventh round of the RAC and Woking 
Motors Ltd hill climb championships saw all 
the leading contenders returning to the main- 
land after the Channel Islands rounds to do 
battle on the short and extremely rough bill 
at Great Auclum near Reading last Saturday 
with the organisation in the hands of the 
Hants and Berks Motor Club. In the past the 
Keneral consensus of opinion has beon thi 
‘Auclum has been a small car hill but thi 
last Saturday by Roy 
in. absolutely demon form 
with the McRae dominating the proceedings 
throughout to take his first championship 
win of the year whilst Mike MacDowel and 
the Brabham Repco were as always right in 
the hunt and by dint of their second place 
‘ahead of Sir Nicholas Williamson's “SGT 
Marlyn they are now the confirmed cham- 
plons for the second year in succession 
The saloon car class which opened the 
meeting produced a real surprise as Trevor 
King thrust his supercharged Ford « 
Morris Minor to the top of the hill with 
abandon to stop the clock at 21.96 s to 
well-earned win. Alan Cox with the John 
Brown Motors one-Hire Mint Cooper S really 
had to fight to retain thelr fourth place in 


2 bY dint of their second climb 
of 22.20% but it was a very near thing as 
Terry Tattam's exuberant style with the 
John Meredith Cooper suited the hill ideably 
land he only conceded the place to Cox by 
0.06 ». 

Russ Ward with his John Brown Motors 
Aldon Sprite again ruled the roost in the 
small mod sports car class with a record 
breaking first run of 21.93 to hold second 
place in the Leaders table. By far the 
Quickest road-going car in the Leaders cham- 
Plonship is the Clan of Di MacMaster and 
‘Again she really showed her mettle with the 
mildly-tuned car with a great climb into 
Second place at 22.118 over three-quarters 
‘of a second ahead of the blown Midget of 
John who. fended off Tony Bean's 
immaculate version by just one-hundredth 
of a second for third place. 

The large mod sports car class always 
belonged to the remarkable Ford-engined 
Turner of the family Hemingway with Steve 
jin taking his customary Auclum win with 
time of 22.013. Pam, after a first run 
climb of 22.54 s, failed to improve the second 
time as a deviation <o miss an exhaust pipe 
in the middle of the road slowed her, but 
her first effort easily gave her the runner-up 
spot in the class nearly three-quarters of a 
Second up on the Midget of Trisha Green 
who fended off Terry Brown's Lenham Sprite 
by only 0.02 s, 

‘Although Richard Jones's class record in 
the up to 1600 ce sports racing car class 
never looked in danger, there was never any 
doubt that Mike Cole and his U2 were about 
to clean up especially as Leaders champion- 
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ship pacemaker Martyn Griffiths was not 
entered at the meeting. Cole climbed in a 
spirited 21.28% to take the class by three 
quarters of a second from the exceptionally 
well driven F1300 Wells of Rob Hurdwell, 
who in turn was over half a second up on 
the pretty Silhouette of former single-seater 
man David Wilson, whilst despite a motor 
which is far less potent than most in the 
class, Peter Matthews took his Mk 6B U2 to 
@ fine fourth place at 22.89 5 
The large sports racing car class was 
corker with both Richard Brown with the 
‘ex David Good Martin BMS and Jobn Cleland 
With bis beautiful Chevron B23 under Good's 
old record on the frst runs with local man 
Brown just in front at 18.96%. Brown, 
despite a massive effort on the second run, 
was slightly slower whilst Cleland was totally 
int with the big car on the narrow climb, 
stopping the clock at just 18.625, a really 
great time whilst into third place with his 
BMC engined Mk 8B U2 came a highly 
delighted Norman Hutchins with a run at 
210 
‘The next class saw the Bilson earmuffs out 
s Peter Voigt came 


‘However, 
Voigt’s win on this occasion was a narrow 
one as after first run troubles Barry Brant 
really stirred up his Cooper Triumph in the 
biggest possible way with a fine effort to take 
second place just 0.068 down on Voigt and 
nearly half a second clear of the Cooper 
Norton of David Latham. 

John Frampton really had the bit between 
his teeth with his Terrapin Mk 1F in the up 
to 1100 ce racing car class, leading the field 
at the end of the first runs at 20.545 and 
improving even further the second time to 
a personal best of 20.298 for the hill, but 
even this was good enough for second’ spot 
only as Alan Richards again gave everything 
with his blown Gryphon to take yet another 
maximum score in the Leaders with a climb 
of 20.09 s whilst Terry Smith failed to better 
his first climb of 2070s with his Huntsman 
Vixen but still held on to third place a 
quarter of a second ahead of the rapidly 
improving David Gould with his Terrapin. 

It was record breaking time again when 
the up to 1600 cc racing cars came to the 
line with Ken MacMaster really setting his 
seal on the class with a great effort in the 
Hart BDA powered GRD at 1863s. David 
Franklin was struggling with a slightly off- 
song motor in his Huntsman Ensign but 
nevertheless took a well earned second place 
at 19.05 s which gave him a third of a second 
in hand over the Surtees TS10 of Richard 
Jones who fell foul of a suspect time on his 
first run and was forced to work extremely 


bard to obtain the re-run which everyone felt 
he. deserved. 

‘The large racing car class saw Roy Lane 
hitting the sort of form that he has promised 
to show all season with the McRae and he 
made no bones about it clinching the class 
with a very fine drive in 18,113 to head local 
man Sir Nicholas Williamson who was 
happier than of late with the tyres of his 
SGT Marlyn by 0.145 whilst last year's 
winner Chris Cramer showed his liking for 
Auclum by taking third place in the Grunhalle 
Lager March just 0.05 s down on Willlamson 
and a mere one-hundredth of a second up 
on the SGT Lyncar of David Good who was 
going really well on the twisty hill, Never 
far out of the hunt Mike MacDowel claimed 
fifth place at 18.585 with his Brabham Repco 
a fifth of a second ahead of the immaculate 
Tony Griffiths’ Brabham, "The Colonel 
going well at Auclum. Both John Cussins 
Malcolm Dungworth would have made the top 
ten with little problem but came 
unstuck on his second class run bending the 
Brabham Repco beyond immediate repair and 
this let Guernsey winner Richard. Shardiow 
and Nigel Pow into the run off being joined 
by the two 1600s of MacMaster and Franklin, 

‘With drizzle just starting to fall the cham- 
pionship contenders came to the line but 
Surprisingly the first runs meant nothing as 
every single driver was quickest on the second 
climb. Tenth place was destined to fall to 
the Huntsman Brabham Buick of Nigel Pow 
who managed a run at 19.928 whilst the only 
other man to fail to break into the 18-second 
range was the ninth placed Richard Shardlow 
who admits to hating Auclum and managed 
only 19.015 with his Chevron B25. Despite 
his misfire David Franklin managed to pip 
Shardiow by just 0.02 with the Huntsman 
Ensign for eighth place at 18.99 5 but was no 
match for his fellow 1600 ce class mate Ken 
MacMaster who was again very neat and rapid 
in taking seventh place at 18.535. Tony 
Griffiths and Chris Cramer both returned @ 
second climb time of 18.38 but fifth place 
fell to Cramer's March on aggregate leaving 
the ‘Brabham. driver sixth and the. Kidder: 
minster. Motors mechanics with large grins 
David Good failed by just 0.01 8 to his 
earlier class time but still took fourth place 
at 1833s whilst his SGT team mate Sir 

Williamson looking steadier than i 
S runs managed a much improved 
At the end of the first runs Roy 
Lane had been well in command at 18.03% 
ft but one 
Could he catch Lane? It 
@ wpical fighting effort from MacDowel 
and although his time of 18.22 s was enough 
to give him second place by 0.02% from 
Williamson, Lane had made it with a run in 
hand. As he came to the line wife Betty 
gave him the thumbs up.and he knew he 
had made it but still he went and really 
stamped his mark on a great day's hill 
climbing by improving yet again to 17.978, 
just to prove that big cars can go well at 


‘Auclum. 
ROBIN BOUCHER 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 


JENSEN-HEALEY 


GUY SALMON LTD. The Scots have a word for 


Jensen and Jensen-Healey distributors for Jensen-~ 


es enscot 
Many models in stock with a good range of colours. le 


We offer Jensen buyers and drivers in Scotland a 
Complete sales and after sales service. The service that 
only we, as Scotland's sole Jensen specialistscan provide 
Our team of Jensen trained mechanics can set your 
mind at rest. They know Jensens inside out. 
‘Come to think of it, everyone at Jenscot knows 
Jensens rather well 


Jjenscot 


Crewe Toll Service 
Telford Road, 

Edinburgh E¥i4 2PP. 

Sales Tel. No, 031-332 9988 


Come and see them at 


GUY SALMON LTD, 


Portsmouth Road, Thames Ditton. 


Tel: 01-398 4222; service 01-398 7642. 


F 
MY / 


The fabulous and exciting Jensen-Healey 


Tis sports 2-seater cars powered by the Lotus twin overnesd Maya Showrooms, Charles Follett Lt 
camshaft 16 valve engine. 18 Berkeley Street, London W1 

Grater in our etoverSoras vious examples of tis fantastic Yu" 'on aes uss, 

Sor tctive ealoure with nord and sok tops : 

Beimoastaton drives svthoun obligation 7 
Pa SLEhSRge on sty make ot cr Franc! arangements to «SERVICE AND SPARES, 

Eni a Seo them NOW B22 Finchloy Rond, London NWI OXN. Te: 01-458 7411 
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Sports extra 
AUTOCROSS 


Keen wins on changed course 


Forklift truck salesman Dick Keen walked 
away with one of the biggest trophies he has 
ever won when he set BTD at last Sunday's 
GEC (Stafford), MC Pitt autocross at Brick- 
house Farm, near Stafford. Against some 
Pretty good opposition in the form of big 
Minis and having Alistair Lyall and lan 
Smith, plus the Creasey/Robertson Avenger, 
all against him, Keen came through to win 
with his 1300 ‘Escort in 1 _m 48.5 s with 
several drivers getting into the 1m 49.0 5 
bracket on their final runs, 

With an entry of 60-odd cars, three runs 
‘were easily on at the venue which was fast 
and generally smooth. After three Minis had 
rolled on the sharp right-hander the bend was 
Pushed out for the third runs and this gener- 
lly produced slower times, the majority of 
the awards being taken on second runs. In 
Class R, only half a second separated first 
‘and second with Malcolm Jeffries (Mini) just 


getting the verdict over Roy Illingworth in 
his Honda Civic. 


Malcolm Orme turned up 
with he 


battle between Graham Harper and Muriel 
Banks, season-long protagonists in the 
BT&RDA championship, was resolved in 
favour of Harper and the Honda Civie who 
beat Muriel in her debut in the Fiat Sport 
1300 which she and John Ritson have ac- 
quired “just as a precaution should the 
Cooper $ play up." 

Derek Sparkes, Graham Archer and Alan 
Meredith took the money and plaques in 
Class A. Sparkes won with 1 m 57.1 s and 
this was equalled by Archer on his last run 


This weekend 
at Blackbushe 


‘This weekend at Blackbushe is the tenth 
anniversary of the first major drag event in 
this country, for it was in 1964 that Garlits, 
Nancy, Ongais and Cortines first showed tt 
British’ public what the spore was all about 
and sparked the interest in the competitors 
racing today. 

Leading the entry as usual is Clive Skilton 
with the Castrol rail, and he will be aiming 
at the 225 mph mark. Dennis Priddle will rur 
hhis Mr Revell fueller again, with both Roland 
Pratt and Roz Prior in Skilton's second car 
and the “Fast Lady” Accles and Pollock rail 
respectively making a good foursome, 

Priddie will again have his STP funny out 
to face Ed Shaver in the Castrol Vauxhall, 
with the two big altereds of Store and Hali 
well placed to take on and beat them, with 
2 200 mph run from Stone an exciting possi- 
bility. As well as driving the Revolution Three 
dragster, Roland Pratt also hopes to be run- 
ning in the funny car class with his owr: long 
awaited Scimitar funny car. 

In Senior Competition, the Page Brothers 
have entered their new altered after writing 
off their Fiat a mere two months ago, and if 
it makes it ir time, it will be the car to beat 
for Sharpe, Preston, Deichen and Dickson. The 
two Heavy Pro Stocks will almost certainly 
dominate the Pro action, but Gary Goggin will 
be making yet another attempt to get to grips 
with them with his Camaro after a troubled 
Season to date. 

‘The Hot Car/208 Grandnationals starts at 
around 10 am, and other attractions include 
DJ Bob Stewart and motorcycle stunt rider 
Dave Taylor, who will be running the quarter 
mile on one wheel 
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but he had clobbered a penalty flag and so 
his second time of 1 m 58.7 s left him 1} s 
up on Meredith. Keen was all alone in Class 
B as was John Cotton's Imp in the rear- 
engined class but 15 Minis contested the 
money in Class E, for cars up to L-litre: A 
missed gearchange on his second run prob- 
ably cost Reg Fitt the class for he did 
1m 50.9 5 to be beaten by John Salt’s 
Mini who did 1 m $0.5 sand all this left 
Bruce Male to collect third in 1 m 51.1 s. 
‘After the dust had finally settled on Class 
F less than 1 s covered ¢he first three. 
Ian Smith, last year’s overall winner, led 
initially with his 1600 Escort but Alistair 
Lyall and Pete Robertson, in a 1650 Escort 
and the 1725 Avenger, were never far behind 
land at one stage were in front. However, at 
the conclusion, all three ran singly and Smith 
inched home by one-tenth from Lyall with 
Robertson third. A second run of 1m 48.0 
by Jim Jones looked good for BTD and the 
glory In the over I-Ntre Mini class but he 
had been seen to swipe a penalty flag and in 
the end he was down to third behind Tony 
Vernon who did 1 m 492 s, and Tony Morris 
who clocked 1m 49.6 s. Jones relied on his 
first run of 1 m 50.2 s. Short on entries but 
not on excitement, Graham Harper and Ted 
Emery had a good scrap in the special cla 
where Harper just beat the Wombat, $ 
Separating the Mini Special from Emery VW- 


RALLY 
Moss Tyres excitement 
to Ellerby/Fullerton 


Northallerton crew Peter Ellerby and Alan 
Fullerton scored an exciting half-minute vic: 
tory last weekend when they won the Moss 
Tyres St Wilfrid Rally organised by Ripon 
Motor Sport Club over a 120-mile route in 
the Yorkshire Dales on Saturday night. In 
their Cooper S they dropped 766s to be 

Phil Cooper and Tony Viles in their Mexico 
by exactly the half minute. Seventy-five com- 
petitors tackled the event which included 12 
Selectives, and 48 crews finished the rally. 

‘An even closer placing, by the margin of 
only 6s, separated the’ second and. third 
crews, Eric Kent and Robert Harrison bring- 
ing their Mk 1 Cortina home on 802s. In 
fourth place were Harry Douthwaite/D. 
Waller in an Escort RS1600 on 835s while 
fifth were John Evenden and Graham Robson 
in their Mexico on 892 s. Completing the leader 
board were Dennis Raper/lan Irvine (Escort 
RS1700), on 934s. 

‘By comparison with the experts, the novice 
class winners, Steve Smith and Fred Watson, 
had a handsome margin. In their Cortina GT 
they dropped 1087 s to beat Geoff Corps/Bob 
Salt in a Mexico who finished with 1193 s 
deficit. Third in this class were Howard Wil- 
cock/Phil Shearsmith (Mexico), on 1236 s. 

‘Other class and marque awards were pre- 
sented as follows: Best BLMC expert, Geoff 
Pearson/David Williams (Cooper S); novice, 
Jonathan Swales/Charles Jones (M'ni). Best 
mixed crew were, Pete Cooper/Brenda Cart- 
wright (Mexico): and the best Ripon club crew 
were, Martin Rudd/Fred Gregor (Mini). The 
team award went to Kent/Harrison, John 
Parker/Alan Hill (Saab), Ron Beecroft/John 
Millington (Mexico). 


New cars in drag 


With no meetings for a couple of weeks in 
this country, the drag racing scene has been 
quiet, but there is news of two rew cars due 
into “the country at any time now. 

The first is another badly needed Top Fuel 
car for Pete Crane, late of the Pro Stock ranks 

‘Camaro now owned 

Errol and running in Super 
Street. Pete's new car is the Cannon-Soares 
rear-engined device, which although not 
rated among the top handful of cars in the 
States has been a consistent low 6s 
runner, and will continue to use a big 480 
cubic ‘inch late model Hemi built by Ed 
Pink, whose motors power the two Santa Pod 
funnies and the new “Houndog” rear-engined 
rail 

The car should have landed last week and 
be ready for the August Bank Holiday meet- 
ing at Santa Pod 

Second new car is for Keith Harvie, who 
will be well remembered for his “Firebrewed” 
Pro Stock Camaro, which throughout 1972 
and early 1973 was a consistent crowd 
favourite with wild ard hairy burn-outs and 
runs. For Keith, who runs the “Americar” 
parts business, the only way to go is up, 
and he has bought a Fuel Altered, or Top 
Comp car as they are classed here. Running 
3 big 484 cubic inch Chevrolet 
run a best of 69 5, so will 
Dave Stone's Chevy-powered T and the other 
cars in the class. 
the car at Orange County before bringing It 
back to England, where it will be a welcome 
‘addition to the immensely popular class, 


AUTOTEST 


Yorkshire SCC creep 
up on Ilkley 


David Brown Sports and Social Club organ- 
ised the fifth round of the Shell League Auto- 
test Championship at Acaster airfield, near 
York, last Sunday, and although there were 
no changes in the top three places the York: 
shire Sports Car Club, top dogs on the day, 
have crept closer to Miley at the head of the 
table. The Yorkshire SCC team scored 381.6 
marks with Trackrod MC second on 329.9 


1d, after the five rounds, 
with 1735.3 marks, Yorks SCC are second on 
1612.7 marks and’ Huddersfield MC are third 
on 1468.1 marks. Forty-one competitors 
turned up for the event and 20 tests were 
arranged. Quickest was Tom Wheater in & 
Mini Scamp who went round in 846.4 

The high potential 7ft 3in wheelbase 
saloons were led home by Gerald Taylor in 
his Mini GT in 866.3 s with Richard Ineson 
(Cooper), second in a class of 15 in 8714 8. 
The low’ potential class for the same wheel- 
base produced six entrants and Francis 
‘Tyndal took his 998 Mini round in 880.0 s, to 
win handsomely from Miss Jane Albrecht in 
a Mini. 

Best of the eight starter 
Sf 3in high potential 
TC of John Goodall. He completed the tests 
in 9294 s to beat Alan Forrest's Escort 
RS2000 by 7 s with John England's Cortina 
Mk 1 in third place. 

Best of the six entries in the same class, 
but for low potential cars, was Roger Ellis 
in his Toyota Celica on 1006.1 s, some 50 s 
Quicker than Richard Macinnson in his VW. 
The over 8ft Sin wheelbase class went to Ian 
Dunford (Wolseley 1800) in 1015.3 5, with 
Colin Grewer bringing home his rally’ Volvo 

6 


Sports extra 


‘Ake Ryman (454 Toyota) li 
Priddie ran an 8.48 to Ryman's 9.4 5 


DRAG 


British successes 


Following the recent visits by the Swedish 
teams to Silverstone and Santa Pod, over 
the weekend of August 3 and 4, several 
British cars and drivers went over for the 
Swedish championships. Clive Skiltor, who 
with his current car on show at the Castrol 
Extravaganza took his older car, and Roz 
Prior in the “Fast Lady” represented the Top 
Fuel class, while Dennis Priddle with the 
STP Avenger and the two Santa Pod funnies 
for Haywood and Herridge and the " Brooklyn 
Heavy” Pro Stock completed the team. 

‘The Top Fuel elimination started with a 
staging mix-up when Roz ran John Anderson's 
“Vvaikyrian” and on the re-run Roz went well 
only to suffer engine problems at the finish 
‘and just got beaten by the Swedish car, which 
subsequently retired with troubles of its own 
to leave Clive a clear win and best time of 
the day at 7.02 5/201 mph, the best the car 
has run for some time. Roz had run an 
impressive 7. » in qualifying to further prove 


up against Dennis Priddle's Avenger Funny at Mantorp Park. 


in Sweden 


her skill 


The two Santa Pod funnies were drawn in 
the first round, and when Herridge had the 


reverser unit break in the Stardust car, 
Haywood the Houndog team car, 
leaving i e the Swedes. This 


he did with an easy 8.4 5 10 9.4 5 win over 
Ake Ryman’s 454 Toyota funny, and then a 
strocg 7.8 3/175 mph run against Bjorn 
‘Anderson's Opel Manta 


The Swedes seemed more interested in 
Pro Stock and the various street 
with literally dozens of im 


Dut “stockers’” but it was the “ 
Dodge of Colin Mullen that easily dominated 
Pro Stock again, with a 98 3 win over 
“Trollits Toy.” the Camaro driven by Bo 
Holistcom, so the home team could hardly 
have done better this year, which after some 
years of Swedish predominance, is good for 
the future of European drag racing. 


SPRINT 


Rose goes north to conquer 


Making one of his infrequent journeys out of 
the Midlands, Bob Rose from Solihull collected 
BTD iin easy fashion when he contested the 
Lancashire AC sprint at Woodvale. In his 
McLaren M14D he went round the one-and- 
half mile course in 85.5% to beat a field of 
88 competitors by more than 14s, The March 
722 of John Kitchen was second on 87.1 5. 

‘The entry was split into 14 classes and 
the first award on the day—in the up to 
1150 ce touring cars— went to Tony Hough. 
ton's Datsun Cherry who did 107.1 5. The up 
to 1500 ce class was a Cooper benefit with 
John Casey beating Rob Fryers by seven- 
tenths of a second and the best of the 11 

farters in the biggest capacity class was 
Peter Ormerod in bis Escort who managed 
96.28. Vic Mills" 3-litre Capri was second 
on 98.78 and B. Walker brought his 1600 
Escort into third on 100.6 s. 

Best of the five entries in the up to 1-litre 
class for special saloons was Peter Ratcliffe 
in the Rally Equipe Mini which he shares 
with K. J. Tomlinson. Ratcliffe did 101.4 s, just 
three-tenths quicker than Tomlinson. “Best 
supported class was the over I-litre special 
saloons where there were 15 starters and the 
class went to Mike Newman's highly tuned 
2.3 Viva GT who got down to 95.395 to 
beat Bob White's Escort by more than a 
second while W. Wainwright was a further 
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2} s down in third spot with his 3-litre Capri 
D. Pedder’s Midget was best of nine in the 
up to 1300ce mod/sports class, his Midget 
doing 116.49 s to head E. J. Booth in a simi 
lar car by very close on 3s. 

“The 1301-2600 cc class produced 10 entries 
but there was mo one to touch Richard Bald: 
win's time of 100.45 in his Elan. TRS man 
G.'T. lingworth finally took second with 
1i1.2's from D. Birch in a Morgan 4/4. John 
Bury scored a 1s victory with his Midget 
in the up to 1300cc class for mod/limited 
sports cars, his time of 99.42 heading the 
Sprite of Peter Davey. The V12 E-type of 
Will Cole was always clear favourite of five 
in the larger capacity class and he did 95.74 s 
to the 98.635 achieved by P. J. Wilson in a 
1600 Elan. 

‘Clubmens sports and GT and sports up to 
1300ce were very thin and Dr George Whit- 
tingham had an easy class win with his 
DMW in 91.75 and in the up to 1100cc 
single-seater racing car class, the Landar of 
Peter Crowson and J. B. Courtney was first 

‘second. Crowson did 92.97 s. 


AUTOTEST 


Raylor beats Swift 


For their Shell Prom ‘74 Autotest event on 
the promenade last Sunday, Hartlepool & Dis. 
triet MC attracted 30 competitors tackling 10 
tests. Quickest on the day was Sprite man 
Tony Raylor who finished with a time of 
278.1 s, Until the last test he had been having 
a good scrap for overall with the 2.1-litre VW 
of Paul Swift but on the last test when Swift 
Started only 1.78 adrift, the VW man made 
a mess of the test and dropped to a total 
of 287.25 but he still won the 8 ft wheelbase 
Saloon’ class from John Calton in his Mexico 
who made the very long journey from London. 

Equally exciting was the struggle for third 
overall where Calton was pipped by a mere 
tenth of a second by Terry Stirk, who besides 
Winning the over I-litre class for Minis, also 
Took home a stereo outfit for best Hartlepool 
member, the award being given by Tyre 
Services Ltd. Best of the other four entries 
in the sports car class was John Cook's 
Midget which returned a time of 202.85 
while Bill Troughear (Midget) would have 
Been second in class but for dropping 105 
on test five 

Milton Horsman and Dave Sowman had 
good scrap in the up to 1000.cc Mini cla 
Horsman finally won by 1.65 in 20345, The 
over Bft wheelbase class went to Ray Robin: 
Son's Cortina in 359.2% while Lisle Hobson 
got his Rover 3.5 round somehow to be second 
and in the over 1-litre Mint class John Hodg 
Son weighed in at second spot with his Mini 


August Fixture List of 
Restricted Events 


(in conjunction with RAC MS OV 


Swallowdele Lane, 


Homel 


Common. 11, am, 
Wolverhampton and Stats, MC. tbe,” 10:30 


Ry 


Ene Avram 
Tronare Me 


Bath Motor Ciub, Kington, 1.30 pm, 
rd. "Motor. ‘Clute (Bauthampton) 
Farm, Fair Oak, 2 pm 


a 


26 
itericay CC. Noak 

Taunton’ ME, Lowerde! 
imbe. 


wae 
Trowd 


2pm. 
Farm. 2 pm. 


CC, Baitings Dam, 2 pm. 


August 17 
Re"Owners’ Club. 
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MERCEDES-BENZ 


ALAM GAY L7O, 9817 Finchley Mond, Mamestend, MW? 
tee 


AC COBRA 


ALFA ROMEO 


AMERICAN CARS 


br sin 30889 os 
: See. “Bemede sand tan, ood 


“Enamic wnenis. 18.000 mien 


MORGAN 


MALvERN sPOmTS, cams. 1 Hn 


mingham “AsSDHS: 
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TRIUMPH GT6 MARK 3 
OVERDRIVE APRIL 1973 HOOLEY’S ea a 
GARAGE LTD ree 


Ramps. winch, 
ie e528 


DERBY ROAD—NOTTS ; cesses eat ees 
FORD RALLYE 
SPORT DEALER 


eerie | | MEXICOS-RS2000s 


VIEWING OF THIS INDIVIDUALLY CUSTOMISED 


Fe ASIEN ER RS3100s—RS1600s 


PIERCE AND NICHOLLS LTD. 


oF 
A selection of NEW Rel 


SAVE UP TO £200 All models available for immediate Gnd. Briton Leyland Cara. tor" immedi 
delivery. Large range of colours including delivery and export. Please telephone 
on the following models black. Best part exchange prices, especi oes 


NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
ESCORT MEXICO White-Black PVC She Loar lope modal coe Mexicos and Sos a607 ond 01-689 3204 
* 1974 ‘N’ REGISTERED 1.8 TC 
MARINA. 266 miles. Would cost 


ESCORT RSZO00 Stardust Sak Cath a aa 
ESCORT RS2000 Modena Green-Black Cloth ; 

ESCORT RS2000 White-Black Cloth * 1974 ‘N’ REGD MEXICO. 
ESCORT RS2000 Daytona Yellow-Black Cloth * 1974 'N’ REGD RS2000. 


<2 | Godfrey Davis For further details phone and chat with 


JEFF LEADLEY ON 
GODFREY DAVIS (WELWYN) LIMITED 
Just_off the Al (M) at Welwyn NOTTINGHAM (0602) 46111 
Tel: Welwyn 4481/5185 


PORSCHE 9115S 2.4 


Immaculate. Low mileage. 
All extras. 


Woodhouse Eaves 890305 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


1974 PANTERA JAGUAR 1973 L JAGUAR XJ12 L 
G.T:S. Finished in superb Regency red. 
= ayahopere Fitted air conditioning Radio, 
Refrigeration. 8-track stereo 
3,000 miles. stereo. One owner. 12,000 miles. 
Price: £6495 £3875. 
Tel: Orpington 21467 Tel: Denham 2092 (Bucks) 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTOR: 
TYR 


JARVIS AND CO 


Seagrave Ross 


GINETTA Tondon swe 


= 


(7%. 8, GELDER AUTOMUBILES LTO 


2000 11, 1966. Si 
\.. 247-251 London Road ie! 


ery rerebis. Goes tke ® 
BMW 2000 Ti, Lux. 1967. Beige. New tyres. Push 


Dutton radio One owner ear ‘e598 


Tol Shetfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


Ui"™y += i ii AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


_) 1D. 1B. MOTORS 


of caereeeen: 


Unbeatable cars 
from on 
unbeatable dealer. 


BMW-trained staff. Blue Ribbon spares stockists. 
We specialise in BMW and Ferrari performance cars 
A jor enthusiasts run by enthusiasts. 

garag Y 


le. 1602: 2003 “reuring. 2002 cal 
Soa Auto, 620) 


Mi emacem 
PIMPERNE GARAGE 
BLANDFORO. 


RTS CARS (UK) L 


ON THE BORDERS OF 
SGT picks AND BERKS 


GINETTA 


COLVILL LTD 


Orit FEMSEN TUS) Lotus SCIMITAR 


East Horsleya114 
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WEEKDAYS-GAM 7PM 
SUNDAYS -fOAM 4PM 


ae 


FERRARI 


1965, 275 GTV (Long nose). Black with 
black interior 27 Wy. 


HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists” 
Offer from stock : 
1969 ASTON MARTIN DB6 Mk II. 
Dubonnet with champagne trim. 
Vantage engine, manual gearbox, 
power assisted steering. Will be a 
very nice car when we have finished 
servicing. £2,600. 
1961 ASTON MARTIN DB4. Green 
with matching trim. Recent recon- 
ditioned engine, new clutch, etc. 
Good chrome, good trim, poor body. 
£700. 
1964 ASTON MARTIN DBS. 5 speed 
gearbox. Fiesta red with black trim. 
A very sound car and we are 
Presently reconditioning the engine. 
£1,750. 
1967 ASTON MARTIN DB6. 
Vantage engine, 5-speed gearbox, 
sunroof, radio, etc. Roman purple 
with red trim. Excellent condition 
throughout. £1,650. 
SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 
ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 
Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT (0283) 
812744 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 53-57 - 


Derby Road 
Garage 


Pan aaa 
NEW RS2000s, MEXICOS 
‘& RS3100 SUPPLIED 
Demonstrator available 


KIRKBY. IN ASHFIELD NOTTS. 
(JUST OFF THE M1 AT 
INTERSECTION 27) 
PHONE: MANSFIELD (0623) 753257 


NASH CARS 


414/418 SPEEDWELL ROAD, 
BRISTOL BS15 1ES 
Tel: (0272) 670001 
ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL 
DEAL ON THE RX3 ROTARY 


1973 cars the price you paid when new, 
1969 cars at least £500, perhaps more. 
Other-cars at correspondingly high 
prices 


every, Large 


Competition parts 
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JENSEN HEALEY 
HALF CURRENT LIST PRICE 


12,000 miles only. Immaculate 
condition. One owner, L reg. With 
yellow coachwork and black 
interior. £1245. 
Phone 01-589 5769 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


England's Largest Lotus & MG 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 


Tol : 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 a.m. to 7 pm. 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 


Sales and Service 


‘ease 
9 {¥- 1000 GT. Primrose. 1 


1971, (K), Jaguar ee, Viz 242. 24,000 me 
(3 Suny: radio HAW Chrome 

‘ees 

Sport Zagato. 1 owner 

eke imeror | “Ete08 


Aston Martin DBS Varta 
Radioysterecs” Cro 
Dive: Sunaym glass 


1972 Saris Caps 


CHESHIRE SPORTS CARS 
71 Manchester Road, 
Congleton, Cheshire 
Tel. Congleton 5352 


ROLLS-ROYCE (H Reg) 
serviced by Rolls from new. FSS 
specification £7750 

FERRARI DINO (K Reg). Blue, New con- 
tinental tyres, Nice condition ... £3260 

RANGE ROVER (1 Reg). Green. 1 owner. 
Radio/stereo. Private use £2495 

LOTUS ELAN SPRINT (L Reg ‘73). 1 
‘owner. 16,000 miles. Special factory 
paint finish £1795 

ASTON MARTIN DBJ Convertible. Rare 
bird. Appreciating value £1895 

PIPER P2, Ex show car. 1 owner. 13,000 
miles. Fitted RS2000 Piper modified 
engine £1695 

We also have the following in stock 
72 Elan +28, "73 TAG (2), '72 TVR Vixen, 

"73 Ginetta G1, '70, ’69, ‘66, ‘65 E Type, 
72 MGB GT, ’69 MGB GT, ‘69 MGC G7, 
65 Tiger, ‘65 Porsche SC, ‘70 TRG, “71 

Mini, '73 Imp, °70 1600E, "73 Fiat 128, 
71 Escort G7. 

OPEN EVERY DAY 


Part exchange and HP available 


owned and 


Sports cars urgently required 


GERRY MARSHALL 


hus weens SELECTION 
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LONDON ROAD MOTORS THOMAS MOTORS LT LEN STREET LTD. 


69 DRAYTON GARD! 
OF PETERBOROUGH BLACKPOOL fh CHELSEA SW10 


Orr Tel: 63337 Tel : 01-370 4114 
1973 Datsun 240Z. Fixed head sports uo1NO SPYDER. tien, Tas anna, tay 


coupé. Metallic blue. Only 1 owner vim, ies 
Today's new price over” £3000. "Now a ott — Cee etn an, m8 
3} toe im as 
1971 Fiat 128 1600 ‘Sport Coupé. Fitted ‘esi Suiroah HA 
5-speed gearbox. Blue with black Saint "Yo 
interior. This is a 1 owner motor car 
and_hos, covered under "19,000 ‘miles. 
Outstanding value at a 
1972 Ferrari” Dino 


-apeec oe ox, ner ete gene 
example and very low m age, Otters ew iio 
£3975 = 


ALA 
yh: Peterborough (0733. 6717) 
After hours Stamford 782516, 


VOLKSWAGEN WICROBUS For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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CLUBMANS 


ar tes 


RACING CARS 
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MARCH 73B ATLANTIC | | A, G. DEAN 
(RACING) LTD. 


BRIDGE GARAGE, 
METHLEY ROAD, 
MULTIGLIDE FORMULA ATLANTIC MARCH CASTLEFORD, YORKS 


Spares, noses, 


‘wheels, tyres, suspension, 
ete. 


Contact JAS PATTERSON, 


For sale for £1800 ono u 
‘wings ete. 72 


Tel: 09775 2828/9 


Also ALL STEEL BDA. £900. Ena 
‘unaeroo 
r 


MARCH 722 


Fully updated. 738 front 


ALL STEEL COSWORTH BDA 


4 races trom new e280, 


STEEL ATLANTIC BD 


Fully rebuilt, £880. 


Two Formula 5000 Chevrons with new 
Morand fuel injected engines fitted. Either 
car or both for sale or hire. 


japension. Rolling chassis, leas box €2,000, 


New BDG alloy block 2-litre engine on 48 
DCOE, 2 carbs. Absolutely brand new and 
unused £1695. 


EARLY McLAREN tub, uprights and discs, ete. I saloon E175 the lot 
NEW BDA « 


Lots and lots of 54 


‘/eam rods, T/eam cranks 
rs | No reasonable offer refused. 


One set of 8in and 10in Brabham wheels 
£100. 


MONZA TRACK RECORD BREAKER 


1973 AUG FORD CONSUL 3000 GT 


y tuned by Ford Motor Co. Uprated V6 engine. 2 HT 
T cooler. Heavy duty Servo brakes. 60 gatlon fuel tank 
jectric fuel pumps. Very special suspension, anti-roll bar. 

‘seat belts, no trim. VERY FAST CAR, Ideal stage, one 


LOTUS 69 FA 


Brand new in 1972, now complete with new body- 

work. Rolling chassis less engine and box for 

Atlantic, Libre or hill climb to the latest spec. Also 
another slightly damaged. Offers invited. 


COSWORTH 


crank used. Also con rods, dry sump pans, Lucas 
distributor and F1 cams, T/C exhaust. Ampep joints 
new at reduced prices. Holbay jetted FF cams. 


LOTUS 69 PARTS 


New, 10in x 14in wheels, Koni, dampers, radiators, 
rear uprights, Bendix blue top fuel pumps, car cover, 
oil coolers, brake pads. 


All to clear. What offers? 


IAN MAWBY 


CAMBRIDGE 880217 


Speciall 


RENTONS GARAGES LTD, 
061 624 1979/5965. 


$ Recently completed 


ENSIGN 


Atlentic/Hillclimb equipe 


aeroquipped. 
Offers to 


Trevor Scarratt, 021 526 3100 
‘Wolverhampton 772595 
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RS1600, built 1974. New fully strengthened big wing 
works shell. Full works roll cage. Balanced braking. 
DS11 pads and VG95. High ratio rack. World Cup 
cross member. Bilsteins all round. Turreted. Brace 
bar. Full harnesses. 5 kilo fire extinguisher. Halda 
twin dash. All lines inside. Dry sumped Dave Smith 
engine. Full works exhaust. Full Cibie lighting. Tinted 
front and rear screens. Sump guard. 4.1 limited slip 
differential. Revolution wheels. Plus 2 brand new 
spares, fitted with Dunlop MS type 2 tyres. No 
scrapes or dents. 


£1650 ovno 
Phone 01-467 1984 9 am-5 pm. 


HURON F/A SPECIFICATION 


Now more suited to libre, sprints, hillclimbs, etc., 
although still not disgraced in Atlantic company. 
Phase 4, 178 bhp, all steel, twin cam. 45 DCOEs. 
Unraced since July engine rebuild. BDA conversion 
available. Will sell as rolling chassis if required. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 77865 (day) 


Will consider all cash or road car offers on merit. 


NEW ROYALE SHOW CARS 
RP16A F/FORD £1350 
RP18A SUPERVEE £1600 


sah oxh bores 
‘brand "new ‘components 


Formula Ford Alexis Mk 15. Not immaculate but raced 
last month. Rolling chassis. £300. 


Formula Ford engine less dry sump equipment. £100. 
FVA block, c/w pistons. £60. 
FVC crank. £90. 


D. & A. SHELLS 
247 High Street, Stratford, London, E15 
01-534 6960 
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ADLARDS CROWN RACING 


offer for sale 


LOLA T330 


Car complete with Eisart Jones fuel injection engine 
and the following spares: 


Several spare gear ratios, roll bars, springs and wings. 
£6,350 ono 


Also available: 
-Eisart fuel injection Chevrolet 
BDG Cosworth engine complet 
‘Smith 1930 FVC complete. 


All reasonable offers considered. 
Tel: day 01-274 6750, 01-628 8901. 


Evenings Byfleet 47311. 
Weekends Flimwell 437. 


1973 GROUP ONE CAPRI 3 LITRE 


—x Avon Tour of Britain car. Strengthened full roll 
cage. Blue printed engine. 8,000 miles only. In 
immaculate condition. Ready to race or rally. 


01-803 3541. 


CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING MEXICO 


Ex Andy Rouse championship winning Broadspeed 
Mexico. Hardly used since 1972 season. Whole car 
rebuilt and ready to race. All in excellent condition. 
£1450 for a very competitive start in Mexico racing. 


LOW COST RACING 
Wrecclesham Road, Farnham. 
Tel: (02513) 6666. 
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LOLA T330 


‘74 Smith injected engine, 
oA plus wheels, gears, etc. 


Sree “iane’ Sonaion. ‘Bon ater "ar ‘sare meonanee SANTO 
emus sronrs cans Filleigh (05986) 287, 061-650 5111 


SCOTT F/2 F/A 


SURTEES T. S.38 PETER BLOORE RACING 
we STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
Suitable, F500, Libre, Hillclimbs, D.G. 300 gearbox. ase. WALLINGFORD. TI 
rebuilt’ one race ago. Spare wheels and tyres, Spek Pot 4 sa ay 


Seine, ret Morenabie struseare’ Spare gear ratios, etc: Fitted 
‘TSAI suspension. Numerous spares 


£3,000 ono 

Transporter Ford coach 
ANDREWS 

Road car or any other taken in part exchange 
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‘BALANCING EXPORT SERVICES 


HEWLAND 
Grannoxe 


CARBURETTERS 


ol Hew 


“RACING EARBOX CENTRE 


WEBERS ee as 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
1380/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


—— YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
ENGINES HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 
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HAWKE RACING CARS LIMITED 


WISH TO ADVERTISE THEIR LIST OF ACCESSORIES 


MARK 7 OIL PUMP. 
This pump is a bel pump suitable for any engine up to two litres. We can also produce to special order a modular 
of rable for engines up to five litres. 

Mi 


igs 8.8eroll Qoor, side mounted pump suitable for any engine up to 1600 ce 
HIGH RATIO RACK AND PINION. 
Standard or up to customer's reduirements 
& WAY SEAT BELTS. 
ANT! SURGE OIL TANKS AND MOUNTING BRACKETS. 
Suitable for engines up to two litres. 
4iNTO.1 CHROME EXHAUST SYSTEM. 
AIRCRAFT IGNITION AND LIGHT SWrrcHES. 
RAM AIR INTAKES. 
FULL RANGE OF SPHERICAL BEARINGS. 
HAWKE RACING CARS LIMITED 


Swain’s Factory, Crane Mead, Ware, Herts. 
Ware 5931/2 


ROLLOVER BARS ROLLING ROAD 


0.12, “SARWICR StneE 


BSE eoenane toca 
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ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshafts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced, Formula Atlantic. 
‘BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 


Specials made to order at short notice 
All types of con rods made to customers’ requirements. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 
Lane, ‘Willenhall, Staffs. 
Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


FORMULA 5000 
BARTZ ENGINE 


Together with gearbox for sale. Engine rebuilt 
by Alan Smith, and both are in extremely 
good condition. Open to any reasonable offer 
on the price, as would like to sell quickly. 
Tel: Cranley 5314 day, 
Slimfold 287 evenings. 


\ 


WORLD WIDE 
CAR SHIPPING 


specialising in both trade and privately owned 
vehicles. 


Shipments arranged anywhere in the UK or Europe. 
‘Complete storage and preshipment preparation 


European-wide “’ Transporter “ network. 
‘Comprehensive marine insurance. 
Details and brochure on application to : 


—SSanscSr— 


15/16 Newman Street, London W1P 3HD. 
Tel: 01-580 2231/01-580 2225. Telex: 22716. 
Frankfurt i 


Geneva 


Paris 
Tel: 49 6107 2051 Tel: 704 42 84 


1973 Clan Crusader GT Car. Chassis no 004. Built as 
a full rally car for Andy Dawson, campaigned success- 
fully by Donald Heggie, fitted with fully race 998cc 
engine, 4-speed Jack Knight straight cut box, etc. 
Make superb modsports. £1275. 

1964 Lotus Seven Series Il Clubman Car. Green. Ex 
Walton/Guy Woodward. Fitted with recent rebuilt 
1500cc push-rod motor and ready to race. Make 
ideal beginners hillclimb and sprint car. £695. 

1968 Titan Formula 3/Atiantic Rolling Chassis, com- 
plete requiring assembly. Unused since re-stoving and 
re-jigging by Arch Engineering. Immaculate. Ideal 
Monoposto, Formula 4, hillclimb car: £450. 

1974 Vegantune/GP Racing 2-litre Formula 3 1810cc. 
Approx 153 bhp (test sheets available. Unused since 
modified. £1095. 

1972 Vegantune Formula 3 engine. All steel, complete 
with carbs and clutch, etc. 1 race since rebuilt, ripe 
for updating. £495. 

1969 Lotus Elan +2 engine (complete with clutch, 
carb), gearbox, chassis, and four corners. £235. 

HP arranged, any road or racing car taken in part 
exchange against the above. 


Apply : 
Spencer Elton, Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 


Tel: Westbury 2262/3—business Westbury 2682—home 


JANSPEED 0 your car 


For Pertormance, Quality and Economy 
insist on a 


speed Kit, We produce a 
‘SU and Weber carbs at 
they are supplied with all 
necessary parts for quick and easy 
fitting—no messing about, just bolt it 
straight on and feel the improvement ! 


cn ESRI wee, 


FOR SALE 


A WASP HANG GLIDER 


Latest model. Brand new, never flown. Must dispose 
of because of business commitments. C/W crash 
helmet, ventilator, etc. £170. 


Tel: David Ware 5931/2. 
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LAC 


‘TRANSPORTERS 


WANTED 


through 


AUTOSPORT 


WHEELS 
For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


MARKET 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


— PLACE 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMEN 
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For further details 
V.W. DERRINGTON s 
FOR ALL of advertisements on these 
WEBER CARBURETTERS Pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
165 High Street. Iver, Bucks 
re ext 49 


Cedarwood (07538) 2170. 
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ROLLING ROAD 


For all your tuning 
and checking services 
in Newcastle 


SWAFFHAM 
MOTORS 


VEHICLE LONDON STREET 
INDEPENDENT SWAFFHAM 
NORFOLK 


LEAZES LANE 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NE1 4QT 
Tel: Newcastle upon Tyne 26991 


NEWCASTLE'S DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE 


Morris, Wolseley and MG agents 
Road-a-matic, full Sun diagnosis 
and tune equipment 


Tel: Swaffham (0760) 21221 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Address 


Cheque/PO value ‘enclosed. 


__| (make of car, etc.) 


64 AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1974 


ON THESE PAGES ARE 
SHOWN SPECIALISTS 
WHO CAN OFFER 
ROLLING ROAD AND 
ENGINE TUNING 
FACILITIES 


TUNGSTON | 


ASTOHOBILE OLVELort=IE 
Engine tune clinic for 
private patients only. Roll 
ing road testing up to 

300 bhp at wheels, 


ENGINE TUNING 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


) Target Car Clinic Ltd 
Telephone 01-435 7436-7 


TUNING, TWEAKING, TROUBLESHOOTING 
We have the Equipment and the Expertise. 
We are not the cheapest, but we get results. 


RIDGE ROAD, CHILD’S HILL, N.W.2 


UPSHIRE 


UPTUNE  SERvicE 


STATION 


UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 


Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 


Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


For Suntester and Rolling Road 
Facilities—Engine Analysis etc. 


CHARLES KING LIMITED 


= THE BROADWAY, 
Ee 


BEDFORD 
Tel. Bedford (0234) 58391 
OPEN : 8.30 a.m.-midnight Monday-Friday 
8.30 am.5.30 pm. Saturday 


For full Sun diagnosis, engine analysis and 
tune equipment in Manchester : 


STOKER AND GLOVER 
AUTO SERVICES 
NEW KINGSHEAD YARD, 
CHAPEL STREET, SALFORD 3. 
TEL: 061 834 1812 


TATE 

OF LEEDS 

TEAM 
ENGINE TUNING FORD 
nea SURE 


ROLLING ROAD 
FACILITIES 


FOR THE BEST ROLLING ROAD SERVICE IN THE 
MIDLANDS 
Kenilworth 
Motor Racing Services Ltd 
Kenilworth Road Garage, 
Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden 


Tel: Hampton in Arden 2292 


FULL DUAL FLOWLINE SUN DIAGNOSIS 
AND SUN ROLLING ROAD 
IN SCOTLAND 


BRITISH FORD SERVICE AWARD 
WINNERS 


WYLIES LIMITED 


370 POLLOKSHAW ROAD, GLASGOW S.1 
SCOTLAND 
Tel: 041-423 6644 


NEXT TIME YOU’RE BUYING CAR TYRES 
REMEMBER GOODYEAR’S TRACK RECORD 


All the last 28* Grands Prix won on Goodyear tyres. 


Tyre 


* GOODZYEAR 
GOoDJYEAR 
* GOODSYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 
GoopZYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 
*” GOODSYEAR 
“ GOODSYEAR 


=I GOODZYEAR 
GoopZYEAR 
——~, GOODZYEAR 


oz: =e " GOODSYEAR 
GOODSYEAR 


GOoODZYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 
GOODZYEAR 


_GOODZYEAR 
” GOODJZYEAR 
“ GOODJYEAR 


GOODZYEAR 


“Onto. GOODSYEAR 


JPS 
yeti GOODSYEAR 
Ferrar 


* French GP 1974 
British GP 1974 
German GP 1974 


